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uNnl.DstAtLsut t),\Rt Ml.Nl ot t L tN .RtOR
NATIONAL PAff K S E RVICE, 

{TIONALREGISTER OFHISTORICPLACES. INVENTORY-NOMINATIONFORM
FOR FEDERAL PROPERTIES

SEE INSTBUCTIONS IN HOI4l7O CO!4@
TypE ALL ENTRTES _- coMpLFTE ApplrcABLis rtironrsLI\-ADLC NEL I IIJI\ 5

Hlstoarc

Glacier Point Trailside }fusbr:n
AND/OR COMMON

Glacier Point Lookout

ffirocarrow
STFTTT & NUM6ER

c|]I ]owN

CATEGORY
_OISTBICT

*BUILD!NG(S)

llsTFUcruRE
_5ITE
_OAJECT

OWNE RSH I P

Ipuarrc

-AOTH
PUBLIC ACOU ISITI ON

_IN FFOCESS

_8EING CONSIDTFED

STATUS
_occuPtEo

-&NoccuFtEo
_WORX IN PROGRESS

ACCESSIBLE

-YES: 
FESTRTCTED

3rs, uraesrnrcreo
_NO

_NOT FOF PIJB!ICATION
NGRESSIONAT DISTRICI

PRESENT USE

--acnrcurruRE l!r,tuse uu
_COMN,!ERCIA! _PAFK
_ tD{.rcAItoNAt _ pRlvAlf 8!StOENct
_ENTTRTAINMENT _RTTIGIOUS
_GOVIFNMENT _SCITNTIFIC
_INDUSTRIAL 

-]FANSPOATATION

-OIHtRl
ffiacerucr Nat ionaL Park Service

450 Golden Gaie Avp p n r^.- :rnr-
crrY TowN 

srarE

SEGIONAt HEADOUAFIERS: (rt.ppti.aht.)

STF t ET A &1]MBEN

couFr fiousE.

Western onal Office

I{atlonal Park SerriceFr6rsrRY oa DtEos. E-rc
files

s'TF E€-T & NUMEEF

-- vlclNlTY oF

DESCRIPTION

OATE

C]TY. TOWN

_FEDTRAI _STATE

STAfI

! -COUNTY -1OCALDEPOsITOIY 
'ORSURVEY F!COROS



ff ne scntPTIoN
CONDITION

-EXCE 
LLENT

IGooD
-OETTRICNAIEO

-RUINS
*UNTXPOSED

CHECX ONE

]IUNALTERED

_ATTEBEO

CHECK ONE

-lbntcrrual sne

-MOVED 
DAIE-

DESCBIBE THE PR ES ENT AND ORIGINAL IIF KNOWN) PHYS ICAL A PPEA FANC E

The Glacier PoiDt 'rtrailsid.e museum" v"-q built

I'fuseum in 1!2!. Soth structures vere designed

part of the Yoseroite Valley

Herbert Maier a:rd. Ansel llaff .by

The structrj-re is a sroa^lf observation pavillion vith Ia]ge sepentaJ- arched. openings

on the arest, north, and east sid-es. The structure bas an assymetricaJ- gabfe roof,

supported on peeled logs with log infi1l iD the gables, and covered with wood

shingles. It has a semicircula.I va1led terrace on the, north side, vhich overloohs

Yosenite Va11ey, The structure consj.sts of rough d.ressed gra::ite laid on an uncoursed

rubble bond, and the r^'alls are sl-ightly battered, fhe floor of tbe terrace is

granite and concretel the Jnterior f.loor is vood. fnside the structure are tllree

far.ge r,rall plaques: engraved alumim:m vith embossed photographs that depict tbe

various geological features seen from the observation deck.

The recomraended levef of preservation fo this resource is routine maintenance.

A new wooden floor vas laid in 1975, and the geological exhibits were replaced

fn the J-ate _L9ou's,



ffi slcrrltrrcANCE

PERIOD

_PFaHrStORrC

_ r 40o,14 99

, 15o0.1599

_,1 EOo r 699

_ 17OO 1 799

_1800.1899
ji 900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE .. CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

_AACHEOLOGY,PREHISIORIC COMMUNIlYPLANNING 
-LANDSCAPTARCHITECTURE

,--A RcH toLoGt. H rsToB tc

._-AGNICULTUSE

x^RcHTI ECTUBE

_AAI
_co[rMtEcE

-COMMUNICATIONS

- SELIGION

_scrtNc€ t.

_SCU LTTUsE

-SOCIA 
UH U MA NITAFIA N

_THEAT€ N

-TSANSPORTATION

-ornER 
(seEc'"'

CONSERVATION

_. €coNoMrcs

X'IDUCAIION

-ENGINTTRING
_EXPLOBATION]SETT LEM E NT

-I 
NOUSIRY

_I NV! NTION

_ LI]ERATUflE

_MUSIC

_ PH]LOSOPHY

_ POLITICS/GOVT BNME NT

S pEc tFrC DATES I92l+
BU ILDER/AFCH ITECT

STATEM ENT OF SIG N IFICANCE

As an integral interpretive component of the o1d Yosemite Museum, the Glacier Point

t

rrtrailside tnuseumtt is of loca1 significanee in education. (The Museum, the first per-

manent teaching instnment of its kind in the l,lational Parh Service, is being nominated

to the National Fegister as part of the Yosenite Vill-aee Historic District. The sig-

nificant physical separation of the two facifities preclud.ed adding the Glacier Point

structure to the district nonination), ftre building lossesses archit ecturals ignificance

on the local level because it is exenpl-axy of the Rustic style, as it d.eveloped in

Yosemite. It 1.las built vith native,natuat naterirfu, .na *." d""ign"d to blend into

the surrounding envirorr:nent. T1re building extribits fii.te craftsnxanship.

fhe geological iEportance of Yosenite l\ational Park, and rnost significantly its glacier

carved Yosemite Valley, was a priority cbnsider"ation in exhibit plans for ttre Yosemite

Ifaseum. There vas to be a vhole room devoted to geology; hovever, the pioneering

interpreters saw the importance of a museum "sub-station" l-ocated on the rim of the

granite va11s that vou.1d futher enhance the visitor's knovfedge of the forces that

shaped Yosemite Valley. Cfacier Point, 3200 ft. above the 1ra11ey floor.€J)d accessible

by road a-nd. tlai1, was the ideal site. Fhnds vere provided by the Yosemite I{atural

History Association. In 1925 the Glacier Point trbs.anch" of the Yosemite lvluseum,r the,l

first trailside muser.m in the National Paxk Service system, opened to an jimediate and

steady strean of visitors. In the suraer of 1927 over 1!,000 visitors used the facility.

(
t.

( continued )
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OR NPS US€ ONLY

RECEIVED

TE E NTT RED

Clacier Point trail-side Mus eum
CONTI NUATION SHEET Sip.nificance . ITEM NUMBEB 8 PAGE t

The .lrh-rseum in Yosernite valley vas converted to offlce space in 1966 when

the new Visitor Center, llith an extensive geology exhibit, opened. The Qlacier

Point structure is still an interpretive facility uith dj.splays depicting

points of interest that can be observed fr-on the ter-r'ace, supplemented by ranger-

naturalist lectures durina the srrnmer months.
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ffi ruauE
HrsToFrc

Glacier Point Traifside Museum
AND/OF COMMON

Clacier Point Lookout

CITY TOWN

Yoseraite l{ational Park

ffi locartox
-){_vrctNrTY oF

Glacier Point

ffi THoTcREFERENCE
pHorocBEDrr Thonas }fulhern/National Park Service

NEGATVETLEDAT llestern Regional Office/NPS/!50 Golden

DArr or pHoro 
7 /26/7,

cate Ave,,P.o. lox 36o63/san
Irancisco. CA

ffi roErvrlrrcATIoN
DTSCRIBE VIEW, OIRECTION,€IC tT DISTFICI. GIVE AUILDING NAM[ & STREET

liest facade, viev to the east' shows proiecting terrace
structure '

PHOTO NO f.

on the north facade of
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ffi[ruavE
HISIORIC

Glacier Point Trailside Mus el:m
ANO/OA CO\4MON

Gfacier Point Lookout

ffi rocanott
CITY, -IOWN

YoseEite National Park
__x-vrctNrTY oF

Glacier Point
STATf

oArE of pHoro 
7 /25/7j

Gate Ave., P.0.3ox 36053

ffi! rHoro REFERENCE

San Fxancisco. CA.

pHorocBEDrr Thonas Mulhern/Nat i onal Park Servicce

NEGAIVF FIIFD di.{estern Regional Office/NpS/]r50 Golden

IDENTIFICATION
DESCAIBE VIIVV- DIAECTION, fTC. IF OISTFICT, GIVE BUTLOING NAME & STREET

Xast facade of structule, viev to the west, shovs

Entrance is on opposite side. observation area is

PHOTO NO 2.

protective rock wa1l "balustrade".
extension to right of arch.
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1. PR O PE RTY BOU NDARIES

2. NORTH ARROW

3. UTM REFER E NCES
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