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The Jorgeneon Studio rras built ln 1904 by artLst Chrls Jorgenson 1n Yoaeml.te Val1ey. It
wss noved to wawona ln 1962.

It ls a one story, one roon 1og structure measurlng-2z' x 37'. It has a steeply pltcheal
overhanging gable roof, covered with lrood shinglee. The front gabJ-e projects ten feet
beyond the fro{rt $a1l of the cabtn aod covers the poreh; it iB supported by five 1og posL6.
The gable end ls treaLed decoratively with infill logs placed In a vertical patteln. On
the lnterior, thig projected gable ia used as a ena1l eleeping loft, reached by ladder.

The structure 1s pL4ced on a rubble granite foundation and Ls built of peeled loge tn alter-
oatlng tief,s, interlocked at the corners wlth a V-notched jof.nt, The horlzontal spaces
between the logs are chinked r'dth white cenent. An exterlor chlrmey 18 located on the
south end of the bulldlng; it ls nade of granlte Ln ao uncoursed rubble pattetn. An orig-
lnaI stained glass wlndow, 1-n a sunbuat deelgn, is locateal on the facade of the cabln.
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SPEclFlcDArEs 1899-1918 BU ILDEB/ARCH ITECT Chrlsttan Jo!genson

STATEMENT OF STGN|FICANCE r .r

Yoseolre Natlonal Park has been a lodestone for artists slnce 1855 when lilhographer Thomas
Ayree acconpanted the first tourlst party to the Valley. one of the park's nost prollfic
scenlc lnterpreters was the noted Californla palnter Chris Jorgensoo, who malntained a
eeasonal resLdence and studio l-n Yosenlte Valley for 20 years. Thls scudlo, nort an lntegral
part of the Ploneer Yosemite Itlstory Center, is of local signlficance in Att.

In 1962 the Jorgenson erudLo laas moved from Yocenite Va1ley to the Pioneer llistory Center
in Wawona. The move wag deemed neceaaary ln 1959 with the Natlonel Park Service "Misslgn
66't dlrectlve to xaze the structuree in and near the Old Village and teturn the meadow to
a natural Btate. The hlstorlc signlflcance of thls bul1ding, then ln use as an enployee
reeidence, was recognlzeil and funds vere allocated to salvage lt. In ita nel', conpatible
aettlng the butlcllng I s interior was authentl-ca1ly restored ae the atudLo. Aside from the
ratlonale behi-nd the move, the studlo le the reDlanlng structure assoclated wlth thLs
sl-gnl-ficant Yo semlte 4rttst and thus loerits constdetation fot the Natlonal Reglster.

Chrls Jorgenson arrLved Ld Yosenlte Va11ey l.n the late 1890rs alreedy an establl-shed artlet
At 14 he had been the first Btudent at the Callfornla School of line Arts, organized in
San !'rancisco h 1874. Fron 1881 to 1883, he served as Aaslatant Directot, as well as an
instructor, at the school. Jorgenaon and hie wlfe, Angela Ghlardelll, had studies for tlto
years in Italy in the early 1890is but dlscovered their true nilleu during those flr8t
vtslts to Yosenite. fhey establlshed thelr studlo on the bank of the ltrerced Rlver in L899.
Jorgenson d.id several canva8es depicting the loca1 Indlans and began an extenBlve collec-
tlon of Natlve Atoerlcen Sasketry, epeclal-lz1ng ln Caltfotnia products. Both the Paintings
and the basketE are part of the Yoseul-te Muaeum Collections and provide a valuabLe resource
1n vtsually lnterpretlng the ethnlc hlstory of the park around the turn of the centuty.
(In Galen Clarkts book, rrYosemite Indianst' (1904), are four Jorgenson drawlnge and the-
cover design aatl drawtng are by Angela Jorgeoeon. ) Jorgenson used both watercolore and oilt
to tecord Yoeenite gcene8t accultrulatfirg an exteosLve portfollo Ln the proce8s.

The Narional Park Service acquLred the Jorgenson stuallo 1r \9L9 and in 1-920, it began ser-
vlce as the fLrst Yoeeoite Museum. Jorgenson donated hls bagket collectlon to thr-s fledg-
1lng inrerpretlve efiort in 1923. After hLs death ln 1935, hls widow donated over 150
Chrls Jorgensoa orlgLnalE to the nelr Mueerrm. Eor years there r'raa a separate "Jorgenson
Roomrr to house the collectl-on, When the l.tl'rseum wae closed, the palntlng8 were placed in
atorage or exhj.bited ln offices or the vlsitor center. Today, the Jotgenson Studio tE used
as part of the llvlng hlstory prograo at the Plnoneer History Cente!. NPS enployees por-
trat Jorgenson or hla wife and a large ourober of his otiglnaL canvaaes are orice agaln on
dleplay in the atudio.
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CHRIS JORGENSON I (PYHC)

Yosemite National Park:UTM reference:
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