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Narrative Description  
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_X__ C   Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
    of a type, period, or method of construction or  
               represents the work of a master, or possesses 
               high artistic values, or represents a significant and                Period of Significance 
               distinguishable entity whose components lack                       1933-1938________________ 
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                                                                                                      Significant Person 
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                     within the past 50 years.                                              National Park Service 
 
Narrative Statement of Significance 
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Bibliography 
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Verbal Boundary Description  
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 
The Chinquapin Historic District begins at point A, about 90 feet north of Building #5000. It continues 200 feet east to 
point B, north of building #5003 and across Highway 41, running on the north side of the former site of building 5050. It 
turns south-southeast past building 5051 for approximately 180 feet to point C, and then veers around building 5004 back 
to the west, across Highway 41 approximately 170 feet to point D. The line between points D and A, running on the west 
side of building 5001 is 140 feet. 
 
Boundary Justification  
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 
The Chinquapin Historic District boundary immediately encompasses the significant resources of the remaining buildings 
and the immediate surrounding land that comprises their historical setting. It also includes the plaza and intersection areas 
which were an integral part of the design scheme for the intersection as proposed by the NPS Branch of Plans and Design. 
The road configuration here, however, is not considered part of the National Register nomination, which applies only to the 
buildings’ architectural significance.  
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Summary 
The Chinquapin ranger station, garage, and comfort station are located at the junction of state highway 41 and the 
Glacier Point/Badger Pass roads.  They are of wood frame construction with white clapboard siding and green trim and 
sit on stone mortar foundations.  Wood shingles cover the steeply pitched gable roofs.  These buildings, patterned after 
the simple wood frame structures typical of early California settlement, possess large porches shaded by overhanging 
roofs and are sheathed with wide clapboards.  Designed to blend with Yosemite National Park's cultural setting, they 
comprise an architectural offshoot of the National Park Service's rustic design ethic.  Recognized as a significant 
example of National Park Service rustic architecture and landscape design, the district has been documented by 
HABS/HAER.  The complex originally included a lunchroom/service station building (#5050) on the northeast corner 
of the intersection, but this has been removed as a part of a leaking underground fuel tank remediation project.   
 
General Description - Contributing Resources 
 
Ranger Station. Building #5000 
The ranger station stands on its original location on the west side of the road at the Chinquapin junction of the 
Wawona and Glacier Point roads.  It is a rectangular wood frame structure with white clapboard siding and sits on a 
stone mortar foundation.  Wood shingles in poor condition cover the steeply pitched roof.  Green shutters and window 
trim are in need of repainting.   The full-length front porch is  surrounded by a white picket fence.  The rear entry has a 
stone/mortar stepped approach.  Two stone/mortar chimneys top the roof.  A one-car detached garage/storage building 
stands in back (west) of the house.  The property retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, 
and association 
 
The plan for the ranger station was prepared by the National Park Service Branch of Plans and Design in 1933 as PWA 
project FP-//71.  The building was completed by January 1, 1934.  The Park Service designed a one-story standard 
wood frame structure with an overall size of 38'-6" x 46'-6", containing two apartments.  The first consisted of a 
bedroom, kitchen, and lavatory and shower; the second of a living room, bedroom, kitchen and lavatory and shower. A 
small hall was built for common use.  A front porch 8 feet wide extends the full length of the building.  The structure 
also has a back porch and concrete cellar for storing food.  Two brick chimneys with stone veneer sit on the ridge line.  
The concrete foundation has a stone veneer.  The exterior walls are redwood siding and the roof cover is cedar 
shingles.  Interior walls and ceilings were lined with 3/8" wallboard.  The roof was stained with green creosote and the 
exterior walls covered with white paint. 
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Building #5000 has undergone no alterations or modifications in its interior spaces.  No removals have been made on 
the exterior, but vertical pickets have been added to the horizontal railing around the porch.  Only regular maintenance 
has been performed, including exterior repainting, roof repair, or kitchen remodeling involving painting and 
installation of new cabinetry.  The park staff has attempted to maintain the interior with its original decor and paint 
scheme.  Replacement and maintenance work has been performed in kind. 
 
The Chinquapin ranger station, with its gable roof, its front roof overhang supported on two-by-fours creating a 
recessed front porch, its encircling porch railing, and its white paint with green trim exemplifies a unique building 
style in Yosemite National Park that was intended to continue early California hostelry and ranch traditions and, 
specifically, the style of earlier hotel structures in the Yosemite area. 
 
Garage and Storage, Building #5001 
This two-stall building, measuring 19'-6" by 40’-6", was constructed in 1935 by the National Park Service.  Located 
behind Building #5000, it is also a wood frame building (horizontal boards), with a dirt floor and shingle roof.  It was 
intended for use as a garage and woodshed. 
 
Comfort Station, Building #5004 
The National Park Service Branch of Plans and Design also prepared the drawings for this building, which was 
completed by the Park Service in 1933.  Its overall size is 16  by 28.  The building originally had lattice-enclosed 
entrance porches (latticework no longer present), measuring 4' by 7' on each end.  It is standard wood frame 
construction on a concrete foundation, containing a women's section with seven fixtures, a men section with ten 
fixtures, and a middle utility chamber.  The concrete foundation is 10” thick with a footing 16" wide lined with a stone 
veneer 9" thick for the front and two end walls.  Because of the hillside location of the building, the foundation for the 
rear wall was built 5' high, forming a retaining wall 10" thick, constructed of reinforced concrete.  It extends along the 
line of the rear wall, then at a 90-degree angle and parallel to the end walls for 16'.  Exterior walls are redwood siding 
and the anterior finish is tongue and groove. The building has concrete floors in both the men’s and women’s sections; 
the utility compartment has a gravel floor.  The roof is of royal cedar shingles, 24" long.  Exterior walls are painted 
white with a dash of light gray coloring, the roof is stained with green creosote, and the interior is light gray.  The 
structure is wired for electrical fixtures and lights and was connected to a local gasoline engine-driven plant installed 
for the service station.  Construction on the building began in September 1933 and ended in December. 
 
 
 
General Description - Noncontributing Resources 
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Light Plant, Building #5051 
This building, installed by the Yosemite Park and Curry Company in 1933, served as a generator building for the 
service station and comfort station.  It is currently used for storage.  In poor condition, it is not considered historically 
or architecturally significant. 
 
Barn 
A small barn and post-and-wire corral were built approximately 50 yards downslope from the garage and storage 
building around 1934.  The barn is roughly 15′ by 20′ and has partly collapsed on the east side.   
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Significance 
Property Type: Resources Associated with State and Federal Administration of Yosemite (1864-1966) 
 Subtype: National Park Service Administration 
Property Type: Resources Associated with Tourism, Recreation and the Preservation Ethic in Yosemite (1864-1973) 
 Subtype: Tourism 
Property Type: Resources Associated with Architecture and Design (1856-1964) 
 Subtype: New Deal Rustic 
Property Type:  National Park Service Landscape Architecture in Yosemite (1916-1940) 
Period of Significance: 1933-1938. 
 
The former Chinquapin administrative complex is considered regionally significant as exemplifying an architectural 
theme specifically developed by the National Park Service Branch of Plans and Design in response to earlier building 
traditions in Yosemite National Park.  It is a unique style unused in other parks and is exemplified by only a few 
buildings in Yosemite.  The four buildings at Chinquapin included in this nomination comprise a small historic district 
exemplifying one aspect of the Park Service’s interpretation of the rustic design ethic, specifically, one stressing 
harmony with the cultural environment rather than the natural setting.  The Gas and Oil House, Building #5003, the 
Light Plant, Building #5051, and a small barn are considered noncontributing resources within the historic district. 
 
Context 
By October 1932 a plaza area at Chinquapin was under construction in connection with improvement of the Glacier 
Point road.  A fire raged in the road contractor's camp at Chinquapin in October, destroying thirteen frame structures.  
Located at the junction of the Glacier Point and Wawona roads, Chinquapin seemed a good place to disseminate 
information to the public and to house rangers patrolling the southern portion of the park boundary, especially during 
deer hunting season.  Completion of the Wawona road in 1933 was expected to increase travel as would improvement 
of the road to Glacier Point.  Park officials decided, therefore, to install a complete administrative unit at the 
Chinquapin junction, and the National Park Service Branch of Plans and Design prepared a construction scheme 
consisting of a ranger station, comfort station, and a Standard Oil Company service station with a small refreshment 
stand.  The plan included landscaping around the plaza area connecting the Glacier Point and Wawona roads. 
 
In March 1933 tracings of a proposed lunchroom and service station at Chinquapin were submitted by the Yosemite 
Park and Curry Company to Yosemite Superintendent C.G. Thomson for his approval.  The lunchroom was 
envisioned as being useful in the winter for skiers as a ski house.  It would also serve as a stopover facility for visitors 
using the ski fields at Badger Pass or passing over the Wawona road to Wawona or the Mariposa Grove of Big Trees.  
The ranger and comfort stations were scheduled to be built at Chinquapin that summer.  The Yosemite Park and Curry 
Company would construct the service station, which was to be developed in accordance with the plan prepared by the 
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NFS Branch of Plans and Design.  San Francisco architect Eldridge T. Spencer designed the building for the Curry 
Company to harmonize with the NFS design plan. 
 
In July 1933 the Public Works Administration allotments contained funds to develop facilities at Chinquapin.  These 
PWA projects were executed under the supervision and direction of the Engineering Department of Yosemite National 
Park, consisting of E.M. Hilton, Park Engineer, and H.S. Shiiko, Assistant Engineer, aided by Assistant Landscape 
Architect John B. Wosky.  Wosky had earlier realized the impossibility of developing a single architectural theme 
appropriate to Yosemite because of the wide variety of environments, the distances between developed areas, and the 
stylistic disparity of existing structures.  Unfettered by stylistic restraints, therefore, Park Service designers developed 
a cultural theme unknown in other mountainous Western parks for the ranger, comfort, and service stations at the 
Chinquapin site. 
 
The simple, white-painted frame buildings with gable roofs, wide porches, and lap siding were typical of the 
architectural style of many buildings in nineteenth-century California, particularly hotel structures.  This white 
clapboard cottage form had its origins in the East, but became a generic form with regional variations as Angles 
moved west.  The earlier Sentinel and Wawona hotels, both major complexes in the park, displayed the same 
architectural characteristics, although on a somewhat grander scale.  Because Chinquapin lay on the road between 
those two hotels (the Sentinel was not razed until 1938), it was considered an appropriate place to further emphasize 
that cultural theme and tie together the Yosemite Valley and Wawona areas. 
 
The service station/lunchroom was featured in the three-volume study by Albert H. Good entitled Park and 
Recreation Structures, published in 1938.  That study served as a training tool for park architects and landscape 
architects throughout the nation.  The study provided examples of many of the best Emergency Conservation Work 
projects completed in county, state, and national parks through 1937.  The study described the Chinquapin concession 
building (vol. II, p. 86) as follows: 
 

In parks of vast size and along extended parkways, concessions to dispense gasoline are necessary.  This one 
dispenses fuel for both man and motor and provides quarters for an attendant in a housing that admirably 
recaptures the simple character of early California architecture. 

 
The significance of this complex was noted by Allan Temko, San Francisco Chronicle architecture critic, who stated 
in 1987 that the two service stations at Yosemite (one in Yosemite Valley, the other at Chinquapin) prepared in the 
office of Eldridge T. Spencer reveal the "forward movement" of a period when designers had more freedom to be 
imaginative when confronted by perplexing architectural problems.  The buildings at Chinquapin, he said, are 
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important because they were executed at a time when architects could still practice their "high calling" and were not 
yet "reduced to servitude to fast-buck promoters and pre-packaged structures": 
 

Unlike most practitioners today, they had a good fund of general culture, and were broadly educated in 
literature and history as well as the arts.  They created buildings carefully.  Scale and proportion, massing and 
texture, symbolic form and nobility all were ingredients of their work.1

 
 

The ranger station is the most significant building of this group.  It retains in relatively pristine condition the 
significant design elements characterizing this unique interpretation of the National Park Service rustic design 
concept. The service station, though lacking the physical integrity to stand alone as a National Register property, 
retains a portion of its functional integrity as employee housing.  It has, however, lost its functional integrity as a gas 
station.  Although its architectural integrity is not pristine, it retains several of its character-defining elements and 
completes the picture of the design scheme and physical layout of the site.  The comfort station and garage are much 
plainer examples of this rustic style, lacking the wide front porch and other decorative elements.  In shape, basic 
design, and materials, however, they are an integral part of the basic design scheme.  The lack of the porches denotes 
that they are only utilitarian buildings, but they do complement the major buildings of the group. 
 

                                                   
1 Allan Temko, "Show of Architectural 'Treasures'." San Francisco Chronicle, 23 January 1987. 
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