
Yellowstone National Park 
Bear-Inflicted Human Injuries, 1981 – 2011 

 
 
 
Year 

 
Recreational 

Visitation 

 
Campground 
User Nightsa 

 
Backcountry 
User Nightsb 

Bear-Inflicted Human Injuries 
Within Development Along Roadside In Backcountry Total  
Gr Bl Unk Gr Bl Unk Gr Bl Unk Gr Bl Unk 

2011 3,394,321 652,585 37,206 0 0 0 0 0 0 2c 0 0 2c 0 0 
2010 3,640,184 685,960 44,962 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
2009 3,295,186 671,000 39,714 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
2008 3,066,578 583,961 39,302 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 2 0 0 
2007 3,151,342 694,312 37,933 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1e 0 1 1e 0 
2006 2,870,293 561,991 37,193 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
2005 2,835,649 629,236 39,344 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 2 0 0 
2004 2,868,316 608,758 38,268 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 2 0 0 
2003 3,019,376 645,302 45,505 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 
2002 2,983,051 655,398 43,590 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 2 0 1 
2001 2,728,526 614,955 43,302 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
2000 2,838,233 579,992 39,469 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 2 1 0 
1999 3,131,381 615,440 43,540 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 2 0 0 
1998 3,120,830 635,527 45,612 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 
1997 2,889,513 612,529 44,836 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 1 0 
1996 3,012,171 591,183 45,743 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1995 3,125,258 637,199 45,774 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1994 3,046,645 668,172 45,396 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 4 0 0 
1993 2,912,193 621,593 45,135 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1992 3,186,190 706,681 41,216 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 
1991 2,957,856 702,444 41,476 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1990 2,857,096 680,064 37,318 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1989 2,680,376 644,761 32,747 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 
1988 2,219,128 566,857 25,188 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1987 2,618,249 738,220 32,906 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1986 2,405,063 677,715 31,414 0 0 0 0 0 0 2c 0 1 2c 0 1 
1985 2,262,455 635,900 32,532 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1984 2,262,969 651,895 34,936 1 0 0 0 0 0 4ce 0 0 5ce 0 0 
1983 2,405,653 679,005 43,738 0 0 0 0 1d 0 1 0 0 1 1d 0 
1982 2,404,862 692,018 49,400 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1981 2,544,242 758,990 55,060 0 1 0 0 0 0 2e 0 1 2e 1 1 
a Roadside Auto and RV Campgrounds. 
b Backcountry over-night use, does not include day hikers. 
c 2011 data includes two fatalities, 1986 data includes one fatality, 1984 data includes one fatality, and 1972 data includes one fatality. 
d Includes one management handling accident while removing injured bear from roadway.  
e 2007 data includes one wolf project research accident while approaching a carcass, 1984 data includes one research injury on Recreation Impacts Study, 1981 data includes one 
bear research trapping/handling accident. 
f Data not available 



 
 
 
 
 

Yellowstone National Park 
Bear-Inflicted Human Injuries, 1969 – 1980 

 
 
 
 
 
Year 

Recreational 
Visitation 

Campground 
User Nightsa 

Backcountry 
User Nightsb 

Within Development Along Roadside In Backcountry Total Injuries 
Gr Bl Unk Gr Bl Unk Gr Bl Unk Gr Bl Unk 

1980 2,009581 618,765 54,874 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 
1979 1,891,927 680,473 51,182 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 1 2 0 1 
1978 2,623,141 848,146 52,795 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 1 
1977 2,487,084 889,786 55,331 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 2 0 
1976 2,525,174 885,225, 50,580 2 0 0 0 4 0 2 0 0 4 4 0 
1975 2,246,132 685,986 44,374 0 0 0 0 1 0 2 0 0 2 1 0 
1974 1,928,915 649,731 41,282 0 0 0 0 7 0 0 0 0 0 7 0 
1973 2,061,537 701,671 36,219 0 0 1 0 3 0 0 2 0 0 5 1 
1972 2,246,827 f 33,154 0 0 1 0 5 0 2c 0 0 2c 5 1 
1971 2,120,487 f f 0 0 0 0 9 0 0 0 0 0 9 0 
1970 2,297,290 f f 2 1 1 0 5 1 2 0 0 4 6 2 
1969 2,193,894 f f 5 0 1 0 21 0 0 0 0 5 21 1 
 
a Roadside Auto and RV Campgrounds. 
b Backcountry over-night use, does not include day hikers. 
c 2011 data includes two fatalities, 1986 data one fatality, 1984 data one fatality, and 1972 data includes one fatality. 
d Includes one management handling accident while removing injured bear from roadway.  
e 2007 data includes one wolf project research accident while approaching a carcass, 1984 data includes one research injury on Recreation Impacts Study, 1981 data includes one 
bear research trapping/handling accident. 
f Data not available 
 


