
Seasonal Availablity of Common Bear Foods in the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem
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Winter-killed ungulate carcasses
Elk calves ----- --------- ---------- -|
Cutthroat trout |-
Army Cutworm Moths |--- -- -- -|
Bison Carcasses (Rutting bulls)
Elk carcasses (Rutting bulls)
Wolf-Killed elk carcasses
Whitebark Pine seeds (Over-wintered |-------- ---- ---|
Whitebark Pine seeds (Current year's crop)
Clover |-------- ---- ---- ---------- --------|
Ants |-------- ---- ---- ---------- ---------- --------|
Biscuit Root |-------- ---- ---- ---------- --------|
Yampap |--------- ------| --------
Berries |--------- ---- ---- --------|
Horsetail |-------- ---- ---- ---------- --------|
Mushrooms |--------- ---- ---- --------|
Grasses and Sedges ---- ---- ---------- --------|
Pocket Gophers and Gopher food caches |--- ---- ---------- --|
Spring Beauty |-------- ---- ---- --------|
Bistort |--------- ---- ----
Dandelion |--- ---- ---------- --------|
Fireweed |--------- --------|
Thistle |---------
Earthworms |--- ---- ---- ----- --------|
Sweet Cicely --------|

 Hibernation ---- ---- -----| |- ----

  Peak dates of bear foods availability |-----|  Annual variability in bear foods availability.  Only available following a mast year



Start-early Start-Usual End-Usual End-Late
Winter-killed ungulate carcasses Mar-01 May-15
Elk calves May-21 Jul-15 Oct-07
Cutthroat trout May-21 Jun-01 Aug-15
Army Cutworm Moths Jul-07 Sep-21 Oct-07
Bull bison carcasses (Post-rut mortality) Jul-15 Aug-15
Bull elk carcasses (Post-rut mortality) Aug-15 Sep-15
Wolf-Killed elk carcasses Mar-01 Nov-15
Whitebark Pine seeds (Over-wintered) Apr-01 May-01 Jun-30 Jul-31
Whitebark Pine seeds (Current year's crop) Aug-15 Nov-15
Clover Apr-01 Jul-01 Aug-31 Sep-30
Ants Apr-01 Jul-01 Aug-31 Oct-31
Biscuit Root Apr-01 Apr-01 Jul-31 Aug-31
Yampa Jun-01 Jul-15 Sep-30 Oct-31
Berries Jun-01 Aug-01 Aug-31 Sep-30
Horsetail Apr-01 Jun-01 Jul-30 Sep-30
Mushrooms Jun-01 Aug-01 Sep-30 Oct-31
Grasses and Sedges Mar-21 Apr-01 Jun-30 Sep-30
Pocket Gophers and Gopher food caches Mar-01 May-01 Jun-30 Jul-07
Spring Beuaty Apr-01 Jun-01 Jul-30 Aug-31
Bistort Jun-01 Aug-01 Sep-30
Dandelion May-01 Jun-01 Jul-31 Sep-30
Fireweed Jun-01 Jul-01 Jul-31 Aug-31
Thistle Jun-01 Jul-01 Aug-31
Earthworms Mar-01 Apr-15 May-15 Jun-30
Sweet Cicely Aug-15 Sep-30 Oct-31

Hibernation Oct-21 Nov-15 Mar-01 Apr-15
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