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Overview of Non-commercially 
Guided Snowmobile Access 
Program 
 Pilot Program - Begins Winter 2014/2015 
 Allows 1 group of up to 5 snowmobiles per day, 

per entrance, under the leadership of a member of 
the public  

 Permits are allotted via lottery  
 Groups can stay up to 3 days 
 All snowmobile operators must complete the 

online Yellowstone Snowmobile Education 
Certification course 
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Summary of Science 

 New program, so few historical records 
 Supplemental  Environmental Impact Statement 

sets threshold that this program will not result in 
greater impacts to park resources and operations 
than commercially guided trips 

 Records of law enforcement citations for 
commercially guided programs 
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Law Enforcement Citation Trends 
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Law Enforcement Citation Trends 
Key Indicators for each Monitoring Category 

Category Citation Average Numbers per 
Year 2004-2010 

Speeding Speed 180 
Careless Operation Motor Vehicles – No Injury / 

Property Damage Only 
39 

Careless Driving 10 
Motor Vehicles – Injury 3 

Leaving Designated Roads Snowmobile Use in 
Undesignated Area 

17 

Snowmobile Offroad – Damage 
or over 100 feet 

1 

Permit Violations Operating after Permit / 
License Suspension / Cancel 

5 

Snowmobile – Supervising 
Adult / Underage Operator 

2 

No Permit / License 2 
Impaired Driving Driving under the Influence 3 
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Wildlife Monitoring 

 No concrete wildlife citation in the records 
 Working with Yellowstone Law Enforcement to 

develop a code to indicate wildlife vs. non-wildlife 
on citations 

 Suggest working with the Wildlife working group 
to note commercial vs. non-commercial vs. 
administrative impacts 
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Group Identification 

 3 types of groups in Yellowstone during winter 
 Commercial groups 
 Non-commercial groups 
 Administrative travel 

 NPS 
 Concessioner 
 Contractors 

 All snowmobiles will be signed to identify their 
group and thus ensure accurate citation and 
monitoring statistics 
 Law enforcement officials will indicate group type 

on citations 
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Data Analysis 

 NPS will use the citation and monitoring statistics 
from the program’s first year as a baseline for 
comparison 

 NPS expects that for every 1 in 100 citation or 
monitored negative interaction with wildlife from 
commercial trips, there will be 1 in 100 for non-
commercial trips. 
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Questions? 
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Office of NPS Identity 
Harpers Ferry Center 

www.graphics.nps.gov 
304-535-4069 
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