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COPYRIGHT AND RESTRICTIONS 
 

 

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 

photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted materials.  The various state privacy acts 

govern the use of materials that document private individuals, groups, and corporations. 

 

Under certain conditions specified in the law, libraries and archives are authorized to furnish a 

reproduction if the document does not infringe the privacy rights of an individual, group, or 

corporation.  These specified conditions of authorized use include: 

 non-commercial and non-profit study, scholarship, or research, or  teaching 

 criticism, commentary, or news reporting 

 as a NPS preservation or security copy 

 as a research copy for deposit in another institution 

  

If a user later uses a copy or reproduction for purposes in excess of "fair use," the user may be 

personally liable for copyright, privacy, or publicity infringement. This institution's permission 

to obtain a photographic, xerographic, digital, or other copy of a document doesn't indicate 

permission to publish, exhibit, perform, reproduce, sell, distribute, or prepare derivative works 

from this document without first obtaining permission from the copyright holder and from any 

private individual, group, or corporation shown or otherwise recorded. 

 

Permission to publish, exhibit, perform, reproduce, prepare derivative works from, sell, or 

otherwise distribute the item must be obtained by the user separately in writing from the holder 

of the original copyright (or if the creator is dead from his/her heirs) as well as from any 

individual(s), groups, or corporations whose name, image, recorded words, or private 

information (e.g., employment information) may be reproduced in the source material.  The 

holder of the original copyright isn't necessarily the National Park Service.  The National Park 

Service is not legally liable for copyright, privacy, or publicity infringement when materials are 

wrongfully used after being provided to researchers for "fair use." 

 

This institution reserves the right to refuse to accept a copying order if fulfillment of the order is 

judged in violation of copyright or federal or state privacy or publicity law. 
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HISTORY 
 

Lee Lambert Coleman was born September, 28, 1903, in Forsyth, Wyoming. He worked on the 

trail crew in the Medicine Bow National Forest in 1929.  The following year, he graduated with a 

degree in animal husbandry from the University of Wyoming and passed the civil service 

entrance exam.   

 

Lee was appointed to his first park ranger position in 1931, stationed at the Gallatin Ranger 

Station of Yellowstone National Park.  He subsequently worked throughout the park, including 

the ranger stations at Snake River, West Yellowstone, Cooke, Thorofare, Lake, Antelope Creek, 

Buffalo Corral, Hellroaring, West Thumb, and the Soda Butte District as well as the headquarters 

in Mammoth.  He was promoted to district ranger in 1938, and worked in Canyon, Bechler, 

Snake River, Lamar, Tower Falls, and West Yellowstone Districts, finishing his career in 

Mammoth Hot Springs.  In his regular duties, Lee was a law enforcement and investigative 

officer, and supervised entrance stations.  He also worked as a firefighter, fire crew boss, and 

supervised summer season park rangers and a trail crew.  Lee served as a coordinator on the elk 

and bison reduction programs as well as a bighorn sheep study.  

 

Lee’s interests ranged from Yellowstone’s history, exploration, and archeology to hunting, 

firearms, and wildlife.  He kept records of his reading, employment, and hunting, including 

detailed information pertaining to the guns and ammunition used in wildlife reduction, wildlife 

population and distribution, and historic weaponry. He was a lifetime member of the National 

Rifle Association. 

 

Lee married Phyllis Samson in 1939.  She was the niece of C.A. Hamilton, who operated the 

Hamilton Stores concession in Yellowstone.  The Coleman’s had two children: Michael and 

Gail.  Lee retired from the National Park Service on April 17, 1961.  Upon retirement, he and 

Phyllis moved from Gardiner, Montana, to Billings, Montana. Lee Coleman passed away in May 

1978 in Billings, Montana. 
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SCOPE AND CONTENT 
 

 

Lee Coleman Papers 

1930-1977 

 
 

CATALOG NUMBER 

 

YELL  182622 

 

VOLUME 

 

0.80 LF 

 

DESCRIPTION Personal papers of former park ranger Lee Coleman, 

including correspondence pertaining to firearms, shooting, 

hunting, and personal matters; notes; materials related to his 

NPS employment and retirement; and ephemera related to 

hunting and target shooting.  A box of index cards is 

included, with addresses of friends, NPS staff, gun 

enthusiasts, and Indian contacts. There are also subject cards 

detailing his reading and hunting, including firearm, 

ammunition, and animal specifications.  There are also a 

few photographs. 

 

ORGANIZATION Arranged by subject and then chronologically. 

PROVENANCE Gift of Michael Coleman, 2000. 

 

ASSOCIATED   

MATERIALS 

Official records from Coleman's work as a park ranger are 

found in the Yellowstone National Park Combined Archives  

 

Archeology and other objects are located in the Yellowstone 

National Park Museum Collections 
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CONTAINER LIST  
     

Box 1 

 

File Unit Nbr             Title 

01.01                     Employment Forms, 1930-1961 

01.02                     Fire Training, 1951-1961 

01.03                     Gun Correspondence, 1932-1939 

01.04                     Gun Correspondence, 1940-1948 

01.05                     Gun Correspondence, 1952-1978 

01.06                     Gun Targets, 1931-1964 

01.07                     Handwritten Notes, 1935-1937 

01.08                     Handwritten Notes, 1959-1961 

01.09                     Hunting Licenses, 1940-1958 

01.10                     Personal Correspondence, 1931-1959 

01.11                     Personal Suggestions, 1939-1961 

01.12                     Post Retirement Files, 1961-1971 

01.13                     Retirement, 1961 

 

 

Box 2 

 

File Unit Nbr             Title 

02.01                     Notebooks 

02.02                     Addresses 

02.03                     References to reading and hunting 

02.04                     Firearm, ammunition, and animal specifications 


