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News Release

NPS/USFS INTERPRETIVE PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM EVENTS

The mission of the Interpretive Partnership Program is to help understand, cherish, and preserve our local natural and cultural resources.

Partnership rangers:

a. Provide interpretive programs (ranger talks) at the top of Snowbowl Skyride every Friday through Sunday from Memorial Day Weekend to October.

b. Give campfire talks at Bonito, Dairy Springs, and Pine Grove Campground every weekend during the summer.
c. Provide interpretation at Sunset Crater Volcano, Wupatki, and Walnut Canyon National Monuments.
d. Conduct interpretive hikes and walks in the Flagstaff area.
e. Provide special programs for children at summer camps.
For immediate release------ May 29, 2008
For media questions only:  526-1157 ext 273, or 527-8222. Otherwise use telephone number listed for each event.
Note---- this News Release includes only some of the many events offered. Check the Coconino National Forest website, Arizona Daily Sun Calendar, and campground hosts for weekly updates.

DATE


EVENT
Every Friday,

“Snowbowl Ranger Talks.” Top of Snowbowl’s Agassiz Skyride, 

Sat. & Sun.  &

10:00 am to 4:00 pm. Flora, fauna, history, and geology of the San

Holiday, Mem. Day
Francisco Peaks. Adult lift tickets $12; Juniors (ages 8-12) and 
to mid-Oct.

Seniors (ages 65 -69) $8; 70 & over, 7 & under, & birthdays free. 



Group (15 or more) rates 50% off. 779-1951, ext 109. Talks 



sponsored by the NPS/USFS Interpretive Partnership Program.
Fri., May 30
“The Grand Circle.” Bonito Campground amphitheater, 8 pm. Join retired educator and NPS volunteer interpreter Floy Healer for this fascinating slide tour of the national parks and monuments in the northern Arizona and southern Utah area. 526-1157 ext 273. Sponsored by the NPS/USFS Interpretive Partnership Program. 

Sat., May 31
“Volcanoes of N. Arizona.” Bonito Campground amphitheater, 8:00 pm. Join NPS park geologist Sarah Hanson for her extraordinary photographic look at the volcanoes of the San Francisco volcanic field. 526-1157 ext 273. Sponsored by the NPS/USFS Interpretive Partnership Program. 

Thursday, June 5
“Walker Lake Hike.” 9:00 – noon. Meet at the intersection of 



FR 151 and Hwy 180, just past MP 235. Rangers Steve and Lois 



Hirst will lead this fascinating hike to the rim of a volcano with a 



lake in its crater. Spectacular view of the Peaks, the Painted Desert, 


and the distant Grand Canyon. Difficulty: Moderate. Group limit 



15. Call 527-8222 for reservations. Hike will be offered again later 


this summer. Sponsored by the NPS/USFS Interpretive Partnership 


Program.
Friday, June 6

“Creepy Crawlies.” Bonito Campground amphitheater, 8 pm.



Join NPS ranger Joanna Bleil for a fascinating discussion about 



things that creep and crawl around our area. 526-0502. Sponsored 



by the NPS/USFS Interpretive Partnership Program.
Saturday, June 7
“Bald Eagles of Northern Arizona.” Bonito Campground, 8 pm.



Don’t miss this wonderful program by Coconino National Forest




Wildlife Biologist Cecelia Overby. 526-1157 ext 273. Sponsored 




by the NPS/USFS Interpretive Partnership Program.

Sunday, June 8
“Red Mountain Hike.” 9:00 a.m.–noon. Red Mountain trailhead, MP 147, about 25 miles NW of Flagstaff on Hwy 180. USFS Interpretive rangers Steve and Lois Hirst and NPS interpretive rangers Bill and Ellen Wade will lead this hike into the heart of a volcano. Learn about volcanism, ecology, and ancient and modern peoples. Bring water and wear sturdy shoes. Difficulty: moderate. 527-8222. Sponsored by the NPS/USFS Interpretive Partnership Program.

Sunday, June 8
“Volcanoes of N. Arizona.” Bonito Campground amphitheater, 8:00 pm. Join NPS park geologist Sarah Hanson for her extraordinary photographic look at the volcanoes of the San Francisco volcanic field. 526-1157 ext 273. Sponsored by the NPS/USFS Interpretive Partnership Program. 

Thursday, June 12
“Sandy’s Canyon Hike.” 9 am–noon. Sandy’s Canyon Trailhead. Go 5.5 miles south on Lake Mary Rd. Turn left into the Canyon Vista Campground. Trailhead is at far end of campground. USFS interpretive rangers Steve and Lois Hirst will lead this five-mile walk to Fisher Point with discussions of volcanism, water resources, and plant life. Difficulty: moderate. 527-8222. Sponsored by the NPS/USFS Interpretive Partnership Program.

Saturday, June 14
“Walk Back Into Time.” 9 – 11:00 am. Help celebrate the 75th 



anniversary of the Civilian Conservation Corps with original



Arizona alumni. Hear about life as an enrollee from a former CCC 



member, then join Jane Jackson in an easy walk to the Schultz Pass 


camp and learn how the 3Cs helped change the face of Flagstaff.  



Meet at the Lower Schultz trailhead, Schultz Pass Road, just after 



the cattle guard where pavement ends. Difficulty: easy. 527-8222. 



Sponsored by the NPS/USFS Interpretive Partnership Program.

Saturday, June 14
“Lava Tubes Exploring & Snowbowl Skyride.” 9:00 am to noon or later with Skyride. Join USFS interpretive ranger Heidi Strickfaden for this extraordinary walk into the lava tubes of Hart Prairie shield volcano. Take Hwy 180 about 7 miles past the Snowbowl Rd. turnoff. Go west on FR 245 about 3 miles. Follow signs. Meet at the Lava Tubes entrance parking lot. Ankle boots & flashlight per person. Difficulty: moderate. After the tubes, head to the Snowbowl and up Agassiz ski lift at a reduced price. Reservations required. Group limit: 20. 527-8222. Sponsored by the NPS/USFS Interpretive Partnership Program.
Saturday, June 14
“Birds of Northern Arizona.” 8:00 pm. Bonito Campground 



amphitheater. Join NPS Teacher-Ranger-Teacher Charlene Stone 



for this colorful and interesting look at our local birds. 526-1157 



ext 273. Sponsored by the NPS/USFS Interpretive Partnership 



Program.
Thursday, June 19
“Kachina Trail Hike.” 9:00 am to noon. Kachina Trail trailhead in first lower Snowbowl parking lot on right after Snowbowl entrance sign near top of Snowbowl road. Join USFS interpretive ranger Jane Jackson on one of Flagstaff’s most beautiful trails with spectacular views, mountain meadows, and abundant wildflowers. Hiking shoes, water, snacks or sack lunch. Difficulty: moderate. 527-8222. Sponsored by the NPS/USFS Interpretive Partnership Program.

Saturday, June 21
“Strawberry Crater Hike.” 8 am – noon. Join Forest Service 



interpreters Dr. Richard Holm and Heidi Strickfaden at 




Strawberry Crater, where solitude awaits amid limitless horizons.



You will experience an eerie sense of timelessness in this volcanic




wilderness. From its peak we will see the Painted Desert, Hopi 



Buttes, and mesas of the Little Colorado River valley. The area’s 



fascinating geology and twisted junipers offer excellent subjects 



for photographers. This steep climb requires good shoes, hiking 



clothing, water, and a snack. Length: 2 mile loop. Difficulty: 



moderate to difficult. Elevation gain: 400 ft. Meet at 8 am at the 



Peaks Ranger Station, 5075 N. Hwy 89. 527-8222. Sponsored by 



the NPS/USFS Interpretive Partnership Program.
Sat., June 21
“Condors Soar over Arizona.” Pine Grove Campground amphitheater, 8 pm. Kathy Sullivan, Arizona Game and Fish Condor Specialist, will present her beautiful slide show and discussion of California condors. 526-1157 ext 273. Sponsored by the NPS/USFS Interpretive Partnership Program.

Thursday, June 26
“Veit Springs Hike.” 9:00 a.m.–noon. Meet at the parking lot at 



the intersection of Hwy 180 and Snowbowl Road 7 miles north of 



Flagstaff. Join interpretive rangers Steve and Lois Hirst for a short 



walk through shaded forest to a spring high on the south slope of 



the San Francisco Peaks. Native grasses and wildflowers 




proliferate. Hear about stage robbers, missing gold, and the 




presence of ancient spirits. Difficulty: easy. 527-8222. Sponsored 



by the NPS/USFS Interpretive Partnership Program.
Fri-Sat, June 27-28
“Lockett Meadow Family Campout and Hike.”  CANCELLED
Saturday, June 28
“Griffith Spring Walk.” 9 a.m.– noon. Griffith Spring trailhead & parking area, two miles south of Fort Tuthill on Hwy 89A. This informative walk to Griffith Spring is co-sponsored with the Arizona History Association. Join USFS interpretive rangers Steve and Lois Hirst for this visit to one of Arizona’s rare riparian habitats to learn about water resources, forestry, and the effects of grazing and urbanization in the high desert environment of northern Arizona. Participants can extend the two-mile forest loop into Griffith Canyon for a total of four miles. Difficulty: easy. 527-8222. Sponsored by the NPS/USFS Interpretive Partnership Program.

Sunday, June 29
“Fat or Skinny on Fatmans Loop Hike.” 8:00 – 10:30 am. Elden 


Lookout Trailhead, Hwy 89 just past the Flagstaff Mall. Join John 



Westerlund for this walk on the side of Mt. Elden dome volcano 



and learn about local geology, flora, and fauna. Difficulty: 




moderate, 600 foot elevation climb. Bring water, hiking shoes. 



526-1157 ext 273. Sponsored by the NPS/USFS Interpretive 



Partnership Program.

Thursday, July 3
“Aspen Loop Walk.” 9:00 – 11:00 am. Meet at the lower parking 



lot at Snowbowl’s Hart Prairie Lodge at the trailhead. Join Jane 



Jackson in this walk through the aspens and pines and learn about 



local flora and fauna. Bring water, hiking shoes. Difficulty: easy. 



527-8222. Sponsored by the NPS/USFS Interpretive Partnership 



Program.
Thursday, July 3
“Condors Soar over Arizona.” Pine Grove Campground amphitheater, 8 pm. Kathy Sullivan, Arizona Game and Fish Condor Specialist, will present her beautiful slide show and discussion of California condors. 526-1157 ext 273. Sponsored by the NPS/USFS Interpretive Partnership Program.   CHANGE – THIS PROGRAM WAS ORIGINALLY SCHEDULED FOR FRIDAY, JULY 4.

Friday, July 4

“The Bear Facts: All About Black Bears.” 8:00 pm. Bonito 



Campground amphitheater. Join NPS Teacher-Ranger-Teacher 



Charlene Stone for a fascinating program about black bears. 526-



1157 ext 273. Sponsored by the NPS/USFS Interpretive 




Partnership Program.
Saturday, July 5
“Prey for Osprey.” 8:00 pm, Pine Grove Campground 




amphitheater. John Westerlund will discuss one of our interesting 



local fish-hunting birds, often called the “fish eagle.” 526-1157 ext 


273. Sponsored by the NPS/USFS Interpretive Partnership 




Program.
Saturday, July 5
“Jewels in Flight: Hummingbirds.” 8:00 pm. Bonito 




Campground Amphitheater. Join Heidi Strickfaden for a summer 



evening learning about our fascinating hummingbirds. 527-8222. 



Sponsored by the NPS/USFS Interpretive Partnership Program.
Saturday, July 5
“Bismarck Lake Hike.” 9:00 a.m.–noon. Meet at the FR 418B turnoff. Drive 22 miles north on Hwy 180 to the second FR 151 junction and turn right. At 1.6 miles, bear right & continue on FR 151. After 0.8 mile, stop at FR 418B and park. Join Steve and Lois Hirst for a beautiful hike on a little-used trail through deep forest and mountain meadows to Bismarck Lake in the Hochderffer Hills. Learn about the C. Hart Merriam expedition and a WW II plane crash. 527-8222. Sponsored by the NPS/USFS Interpretive Partnership Program.

Sunday, July 6

“Strawberry Crater Hike.” 8 am – noon. Join Forest Service 



interpreter Heidi Strickfaden at Strawberry Crater, where solitude 



awaits amid limitless horizons. You will experience an eerie sense 



of timelessness in this volcanic wilderness. From its peak we will 



see the Painted Desert, Hopi Buttes, and mesas of the Little 



Colorado River valley. The area’s fascinating geology and twisted 



junipers offer excellent subjects for photographers. This steep 



climb requires good shoes, hiking clothing, water, and a snack. 



Length: 2 mile loop. Difficulty: moderate to difficult. Elevation 



gain: 400 ft. Meet at 8 am at the Peaks Ranger Station, 5075 N. 



Hwy 89. 527-8222. Sponsored by the NPS/USFS Interpretive 



Partnership Program.
Thursday, July 10
“Hiking the Flim-Flam Railway.”  Watch the Arizona Daily Sun for details.  Sponsored by the NPS/USFS Interpretive Partnership Program.
Friday, July 11
“Fire Ecology.” 8:00 pm. Bonito Campground amphitheater. Join 



Holly Richards for a summer evening learning about the use and 



misuse of fire. 526-1157 ext 273. Sponsored by the NPS/USFS 



Interpretive Partnership Program.
Thursday, July 17
“Tree Detective Hike.” 9:00 – 10:00 am. Unlock the mystery to 



identifying pine, fir, and spruce trees. Stroll along Hart Prairie with 


Jane Jackson looking at trees, flowers, and spectacular scenery. 



Reduced lift prices after the hike for participants. Meet at 




Agassiz Lodge parking lot at Snowbowl. Sturdy shoes, water. 



Difficulty: easy. 527-8222. Sponsored by the NPS/USFS 




Interpretive Partnership Program.
Sat., July 19
“Condors Soar over Arizona.” Pine Grove Campground amphitheater, 8 pm. Kathy Sullivan, Arizona Game and Fish Condor Specialist, will present her beautiful slide show and discussion of California condors. 526-1157 ext 273. Sponsored by the NPS/USFS Interpretive Partnership Program.

Sunday, July 20
“Old Caves Pueblo Hike.” 8:00 – 10:30 am. Trailhead on Silver 



Saddle Road. Join John Westerlund for a hike to the top of Old 



Caves Pueblo and discussion of the Sinagua culture’s last inhabited 


site. Difficulty: moderate. Bring water, hiking shoes. 526-1157 ext 



273. Sponsored by the NPS/USFS Interpretive Partnership 




Program.
Thursday, July 24
“Hiking the Mormon Lake SW Railway Spur.”   Watch the Arizona Daily Sun for details. Sponsored by the NPS/USFS Interpretive Partnership Program.
________________________________________________________________________

Bonito Campground is located adjacent to the entrance of Sunset Crater Volcano National Monument, about 10 miles northeast of Flagstaff off Hwy 89.

Dairy Springs Campground is located on the west side of Mormon Lake. Take Lake Mary Road about four miles past Upper Lake Mary. Turn off on Mormon Lake Lodge loop road. Follow road sign to Dairy Springs.

Pine Grove Campground is located about one mile past Upper Lake Mary and about a half-mile off Lake Mary Road.
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