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PREFACE

Four years after writing the preliminary “Architectural Survey” for Women’s Rights
National Historical Park in 1984, I again found myself peering into the nooks and crannies of
the Wesleyan Chapel in preparation for this report. As during that early visit, it was the dead of
winter and bitterly cold. I was warmed by the thought, however, that much more research had
been carried out since our earliest investigations into the architectural fabric of the chapel.

In 1985, the chapel was included as part of a special history study for the park by Sandra S.
Weber. An archeological investigation of the chapel’s foundations was carried out in the fall of
1985 by Dana Linck of the National Park Service (NPS) and Paula A. Zitzler of The American
University.  Their draft report is entitled, “Historic Structure Report: Archeological Data
Section, Wesleyan Chapel.” This was followed by a Historic Structure Report: Historical Data
Section, Wesleyan Chapel by Sharon A. Brown, released in April 1987. Also undertaken about
this time was an in-depth look at the building itself. This work was performed by NPS
professionals including architect Elayne Anderson and structural engineer Terry L. Wong of the
Denver Service Center, and the staff of the Williamsport Preservation Training Center. Their
results, written in a “Preliminary Draft Historic Structure Report: Architectural Data Section,
Wesleyan Chapel,” focused on the existing condition of the building.

Several important questions remained unanswered, however. What was the original
configuration of the chapel’s second-story windows? How high was the chapel’s roof? When
was the first north addition built? These questions were answered in the summer of 1987 by E.
Blaine Cliver, then Chief of the North Atlantic Historic Preservation Center. [Note: in 1990,
the North Atlantic Historic Preservation Center became the Building Conservation Branch of the
newly created Cultural Resources Center, North Atlantic Region.]

All of the accumulated knowledge about the architectural history of the chapel was most
recently published in the July 1987 Program for the Wesleyan Chapel Block National Design
Competition. The chapter entitled “Summary of Architectural Data: The Wesleyan Chapel” was
compiled by E. Blaine Cliver, myself, and Sharon K. Ofenstein, NPS Technical Editor.

This report is the unabridged version of the architectural data for the Wesleyan Chapel. It

brings together in one document the research of many persons to describe the appearance and
evolution of this important building.
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INTRODUCTION

The Wesleyan Chapel has a complicated architectural history that is most likely attributable
to its location in downtown Seneca Falls. From its original construction in 1843 through the
early months of 1872 it was used as a church by the First Wesleyan Methodist Society. It was
here in July 1848 that the first Women’s Rights Convention was held.

In 1872, considerable changes were made to the simple chapel to convert it into the
Johnson’s Hall building. These included building additions onto the front and back sides and
raising the roof. Another addition was made to the back side in 1890 to accommodate a new
improved stage and dressing rooms for the newly renamed Johnson Opera House.

The popularity of movies in the early 20th century prompted the remodeling of the building
into the Regent Theatre in 1917. Only two years later, in 1919, the theater was converted for
use as an automobile garage and later a dealership. By 1925, even the second story was used
for automobile storage. In 1961, a self-service laundromat was installed on the first story. Ten
years later, 10 apartments were constructed on the second story. The building was purchased by
the National Park Service in 1985. Today it sits vacant, awaiting its restoration as a shrine to
women'’s rights.

The report that follows is divided into four sections. Part I, “Administrative Data,”
summarizes the significance of the structure, the legislation that conveyed it to the National Park
Service, and the national design competition held to devise a design for its development.

Part II, “Architectural History,” describes the physical appearance of the building during
each of its major evolutionary phases. This section integrates the historical documentation,
archeological data, and information about the extant building fabric. Samples of this fabric are
identified by numbers according to the Integrated Research Organizational System (IROS) used
by the Cultural Resources Center. Briefly, the numbers indicate the park and structure from
which a sample was taken, and include a letter denoting the type of sample (“M” for mortar or
plaster, “P” for paint, “N” for nail, “W” for wallpaper). The IROS system and the samples
themselves are described in greater detail in the appendices.

Part 111, “Existing Conditions,” describes the appearance of the building as it exists today.
Every effort has been made to date the extant building materials, to determine how much of the
original chapel remains, and to assess the condition (or state of repair) of the chapel’s elements.
This section includes a structural load-bearing analysis, which is an evaluation of the weight-
bearing capabilities and structural soundness of the remaining chapel features.

Part IV, “Recommendations,” discusses the preferred treatment of the building and grounds.

The focus of these recommendations was provided by the winning design scheme generated by
the 1987 Wesleyan Chapel Block National Design Competition.
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I.

ADMINISTRATIVE DATA



The Wesleyan Chapel is located at 126 Fall Street in Seneca Falls, New York. It is
significant for being the site of the first Women’s Rights Convention, which was held in July
1848. Although this event and the building in which it was held seem to have been largely
forgotten in the latter half of the 19th century, interest revived in the 20th century. In 1908, on
the 60th anniversary of the convention, a bronze commemorative tablet was affixed to the former
chapel’s east exterior wall. The 75th anniversary was celebrated here in 1923, as was the
centennial observance of 1948. The New York State Department of Education placed a
historical marker in front of the building in 1932. National recognition was bestowed in
February 1980 when the chapel, along with several other buildings, was accepted as a thematic
nomination to the Secretary of the Interior’s National Register of Historic Places.

The establishment of Women’s Rights National Historical Park was authorized by Public
Law 96-607, Title XVI, signed December 28, 1980. Section 1601 part (a) (1) of that law states:

The Congress finds that—The Women’s Rights Convention held at the Wesleyan
Methodist Chapel in Seneca Falls, New York, in 1848 was an event of major
importance in the history of the United States because it marked the formal
beginning of the struggle of women for their equal rights.

The legislation authorized the fee-simple acquisition of the chapel for inclusion in the new
national park. This was finally accomplished in April 1985 when the building was purchased
from then-owner Frank J. Ludovico.

A preliminary architectural investigation of the building had been conducted by the
National Park Service in 1984 prior to acquisition of the building.! The purpose of this study
was to determine how much, if any, of the original chapel survived. It was determined that
very little original material was left. This material comprised part of the foundations, portions
of the east and west side walls, and a portion of the roof. This information was used in the
preparation of the General Management Plan for the park dated March 1986. That plan states

on page 10:

The chapel will symbolize the ideal of women’s rights. An architectural
competition will be held to preserve the chapel and design its setting; the
remaining historic fabric (portions of two walls and several roof trusses) will be
incorporated into the chapel design, and the appropriate historical setting will be
maintained. The somewhat limited original fabric will be used along with
nonhistoric fabric for the building’s completion. Functional interior spaces will
be provided. Reconstruction will not be undertaken because insufficient data
exists about the chapel’s historic appearance, and no effort will be made to
replicate or duplicate missing fabric or building features (i.e., roof, front and
back walls, and interior). Design criteria will be compatible with NPS policies
regarding cultural resources.

! Barbara E. Pearson, “Architectural Survey: Women’s Rights National Historical Park.”
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A national design competition for the Wesleyan Chapel block was carried out in 1987.
This competition, sponsored by the National Park Service and the National Endowment for the
Arts, was the first public federal design competition held since the 1920’s. The purpose was to
solicit a design for the development of the site that would inspire present and future generations.
A total of 212 design submissions was received and reviewed by a jury. The winning design
was announced in October. It was the creation of two women architects from Cambridge,
Massachusetts—Ann Wills Marshall and Ray Kinoshita. The specifics of the design, and the
work needed to implement it, are described in the "Recommendations" section (Part IV) of this
report.




II. ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY




1843-1872
FIRST WESLEYAN METHODIST CHURCH

Original Construction

The brick building known today as the Wesleyan Chapel was originally built in 1843 by
the First Wesleyan Methodist Society of Seneca Falls. The earliest recorded reference to the
building was at the founding meeting of the society on the evening of March 27, 1843. At that
gathering, six trustees were elected and “empowered to negotiate for and purchase a Lot for the
erection of a house of Public Worship and also to circulate a Subscription to raise money to buy
a Lot and [for] the Erection of said house of Worship.™'

Just one month after receiving their mandate, the trustees began fund-raising efforts. A
subscription dated April 20, 1843, raised a total of $1,227.50. Twenty-four men, including four
of the six trustees, pledged either cash or “some thing[s] besides money” towards the land and
building. The cash donations amounted to $1,070.00, “to be paid one half when said house is
enclosed and the other half when it shall be completed.” The other donations, valued at
$157.50, were “to be paid on demand.” These included products, services and materials such
as produce, tailoring, blacksmithing, work, team work, trimming the pulpit, and brick.’

The land for the new building was obtained May 31, 1843. On that day, the trustees met
in the office of lawyer William A. Sackett in Seneca Falls to transact the sale. The land,
described as “Lot No. 100 in the Village of Seneca Falls,” was conveyed by deed by Harmon
Dumond and his wife to the trustees of the society. The purchase price was $600, agreed to be
paid in 8 years with annual interest. This was secured by a bond and mortgage.” Lot No. 100
was described in the deed as being at the corner of Fall and Mynderse Streets. It measured 54
feet wide along Fall Street and 163 feet deep along Mynderse Street and comprised about one-
fifth of an acre.*

Construction of the church building was well underway by the summer of 1843. On July
22, 1843, the True Wesleyan reported, “Our new church is of brick, 43 by 64, is on a good

! First Wesleyan Methodist Church Records, “Book No. 1 The Property of the First Wesleyan M.
Church Seneca Falls NY,” entry dated March 27, 1843. Seneca Falls Historical Society (SFHS) Church
Collection, Archives Collection 22, Box 1, Book 1, 1843-1871.

% Church Records, “Book No. 1,” entry dated April 20, 1843.

3 Church Records, “Book No. 1,” entry dated May 31, 1843.

‘ Deed Book 02, p. 238, Seneca County Registry of Deeds.

7



site, and will have galleries on three sides. . . .”> The new pastor recalled in his autobiography
that by September, “the pulpit slips and altar alone were unfinished, and the contractor was
pushing the work as fast as possible.” No doubt the contractor was rushing to finish in time for
the dedication ceremonies that took place on October 14, 1843. The Reverend Lee, who
presided over the dedication, described the new building as “well finished, though, as it should
be, it is plain.”” A person who attended the dedication similarly found the chapel built “in a
neat and plain manner.”*

The total cost of constructing the chapel—excluding the cost of the land—was tallied 3
months after the dedication ceremonies. In a meeting of the society on January 14, 1844,
trustee Joseph Metcalf “presented his account against the Society for cash advanced in building
their house of Worship materials furnished and Labor performed about the same, amounting to
$1,770.10. . . .” While some other researchers have concluded from this passage that Metcalf
personally loaned money to the society, it is more likely that his position as trustee involved
keeping track of the building expenditures. He was also, however, a major contributor to the
building fund. His name headed the subscription list with a donation of $500 cash, and he may
also have furnished the bricks for the walls. Metcalf’s involvement in the undertaking is further
documented by his obituary that stated, “The first Wesleyan church edifice was built mostly
through his efforts and by his meana [sic: means].”"

The Name “Wesleyan Chapel”

The church building of the First Wesleyan Methodist Society of Seneca Falls was called by
several names over the years. One of these was “the Wesleyan Chapel”—the name by which it
is known today. The earliest reference to the “chapel” was published in the True Wesleyan on
November 4, 1843. This was a first-hand account of someone who attended the dedication of
the building in October and described going “up to the chapel. . . .”"" The written accounts of

* Sharon A. Brown, Historic Structure Report: Historical Data Section, Wesleyan Chapel, Women's
Rights National Historical Park, New York, p. 4.

¢ Brown, p. 5; original quote is from the autobiography by George Pegler dated 1879.
” Brown, p. 5; original quote is from the newspaper the True Wesleyan, October 28, 1843,
® Brown, p. 5; original quote is from the True Wesleyan, November 4, 1843.
? Church Records, “Book No. 1,” entry dated January 14, 1844,
'° Brown, p. 4 (note 7); original quote is from Metcalf’s obituary, Seneca Falls Historical Society.
" Brown, p. 3; original quote is from the True Wesleyan, November 4, 1843.
8




trustees’ meetings similarly described assembling in their “Chapel” on February 3, 1844, and in
“the Wesleyan Chapel” on April 3, 1848, and October 7, 1850.” The published notice for the
Women’s Rights Convention in July 1848 announced that it would be held “in the Wesleyan
Chapel at Seneca Falls, New York.”” Mary Sherwood Bull, who attended the convention as a
teenager, recalled the great event many years later that took place in “the old chapel.”*
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, however, referred to the building in her remembrances as “the
Wesleyan church.”"

Other more general names used by the Wesleyan Methodist Society are found in the church
record books. These included their “house of Public Worship,” “House of Worship,” and
“Church. ™"

Exterior Elements

Dimensions

While under construction in 1843, the chapel was described by the society’s first pastor as
being “of larger dimensions than any other church in the village.”"” More specific, although
conflicting, measurements were published in the newspaper, the True Wesleyan. The congrega-
tion reported in July 1843 that the dimensions of their new building were “43 [feet wide] by 64
[feet long].”"® Reverend Lee, who officiated at the dedication in October, wrote that the size
was “44 X 64.”" Less certain was a person who attended the dedication, who described “a

2 Church Records, “Book No. 1,” entries dated February 3, 1844; April 3, 1848; and October 7,
1850.

' Brown, p. 60; original quote is from notices published in the newspapers the Semeca County
Courier and the North Star.

“ Mary Sherwood Bull, ed. by Robert E. Riegal, “Woman’s Rights and Other ‘Reforms’ In Seneca
Falls.” 1880 article reprinted in New York History, Vol. XLVI No. 1.

'* Elizabeth Cady Stanton et. al. (ed), History of Woman Suffrage, Vol. 1., p. 69.
' Church Records, “Book No. 1,” “Book No. 2,” and “Book No. 3.”
'7 Brown, p. 5; original quote is from George Pegler’s autobiography published in 1879.
'* Brown, p. 4; original quote is from the True Wesleyan, July 22, 1843.
' Brown, p. 5; original quote is from the True Wesleyan, October 28, 1843,
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large building, I think 60 by 40 feet.”™ The exterior dimensions in fact appear to have been 64
feet long by 43 feet 4 inches wide. This length was verified by archeologists in 1986 who
measured the building along its original east wall. This measurement was taken from the
existing northeast corner of the original building to the below-grade southeast corner uncovered
during the archeological investigation. The width was obtained in 1987 by architect Elayne
Anderson, who measured the distance between the extant original east and west walls.?

No historical information is available on the original height of the chapel. The only clues
are references to a “gallery” that would require the building to be two or more stories tall.
Examination of the remaining original east and west walls confirms that the chapel was in fact
two stories tall, although the roof was lower than it is today. The roof appears to have been
raised in 1872, based on a newspaper account of that date that reported the roof was to be
“raised some seven or eight feet.”” Analysis of the brick mortar in the upper walls substan-
tiates that it was in fact raised about 8 feet. Also, architectural evidence indicates the original
roof was raised in one piece. Therefore, the present height measurement of 11 feet 3 inches
from the peak of the roof to the bottom edge of the roof should be the same as the historic 1843
height.

Yet another consideration in the original height of the building is the historic grade, or
level of the ground. Archeologists determined in 1986 that the historic grade on the east side of
the building at the north end was approximately 1 foot 11 inches below the present grade.” This
was based on the presence of a cut-stone foundation on this side that is now covered over but
was originally exposed to view. The height of this cut-stone foundation is 2 feet 2 3/8 inches,
1 1/2 feet of which is conjectured to have been exposed above grade. Therefore, taking into
account that both the roof and the historic grade were lower, the approximate height of the
chapel in 1843 from the peak of the roof to grade was 34 feet.

* Brown, p. 5; original quote is from the True Wesleyan, November 4, 1843.

* Elayne Anderson, Terry Wong, and the Williamsport Preservation Training Center (WPTC),
“Preliminary Draft Historic Structure Report: Architectural Data Section, Wesleyan Chapel, Women’s
Rights National Historical Park, New York,” Conclusions (unpaginated).

2 Seneca Falls Reveille, June 21, 1872.

® Paula A. Zitzler, “Draft Historic Structure Report: Archeological Data Section, Wesleyan Chapel,
Women’s Rights National Historical Park, New York,” p. 24.
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A stone foundation was laid in 1843 to support the brick walls of the Wesleyan Chapel.
Small sections of this foundation were exposed by archeologists in 1986 on all four sides of the
building. They found that the condition of the foundation walls varies from largely intact to
very disturbed. In the best condition are the foundations beneath the extant original east and
west brick walls. Surviving relatively intact is the lower portion of the north foundation wall,
found buried under the present concrete floor of the garage. Most disrupted is the south
foundation wall, destroyed in 1917 when the south basement was dug.

Generally speaking, the foundation walls were observed to consist of a stone rubble base
topped by cut stones. The quality of the cut stones varies depending on the wall. The east-wall
foundation, visible from Mynderse Street, has five courses of dressed stone. The southeast
corner, which would have been visible from both Mynderse and Fall Streets, has large, roughly
cut stones. This is particularly interesting, since one would expect the more regular dressed
stones to have been used in this prominent location. On the west side, both rough-cut and
dressed stones are found. The north foundation is entirely rubble, although it is likely that cut
stones above the rubble would have been removed when the low garage floor was installed in
the 1920’s.

The height of the foundation above historic grade and its corresponding depth below grade
were most accurately measured by the archeologists at the north end of the east wall. Here the
foundation was calculated to be 3 feet 3 5/8 inches high, with 1 1/2 feet above historic grade
and 1 foot 9 5/8 inches below. The foundation in this location was observed to consist of five
courses of dressed stone above a base of rubble. Historic grade was conjectured to have
occurred at a narrow ledge of projecting stone situated on top of the lowermost course of
dressed stone. Therefore, only four courses of dressed stone would have been visible above
grade. Today, none of the foundation is visible, it being covered by 1 foot 11 inches of later
fill and paving.

No basement is believed to have existed beneath the original chapel, according to the
archeologists. This is based on the observed shallow depth of the foundation walls below
historic grade.*

Walls

The walls of the chapel were constructed of brick in 1843. Some of the bricks may have
been supplied by Lorenzo Langtin, who on April 20, 1843, pledged $12.50 “in brick” for the

2 All information on the foundations was obtained from the Wesleyan Chapel archeology report by
Paula Zitzler, 1986.
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new building.” Most, however, appear to have come from trustee Joseph Metcalf. An early
resident of Seneca Falls recalled many years later that the brick “was furnished by Elder Joseph
Metcalf, who had a brick-yard at his farm 1 1/2 miles north of Seneca Falls.”” It is not known
who actually built the walls, although Henry Barton—who pledged $5.00 “in work”—may have
volunteered his labor. David Crowell, who pledged $5.00 “in team work,” most likely helped
to transport the brick to the site.” The completed structure was described by a person who
attended the dedication in October 1843 as “built of brick, in a neat and plain manner.”*

The original east and west side walls measured 64 feet long and the north and south end
walls 43 feet 4 inches wide, as previously described in the section on dimensions. Of these
walls, only portions of the east and west remain today. National Park Service architect Elaine
" Anderson has determined that 41 feet of the original east wall and 58 feet of the original west
wall are still standing. Although the end walls are missing, mortar stains extending approxi-
mately 3 inches onto the original north roof truss confirm that the gables were also constructed
of brick. Information obtained from the remaining east and west walls most likely also applied
to the missing end walls. The extant walls are three wythes thick (about 12 inches thick,
including the mortar joints) and laid in the American common bond, with five rows of stretchers
to one row of headers (fig. 13). Individual bricks are a red-orange color, and each measures 7
172 inches long by 3 3/4 inches wide by 1 7/8 inches high. The mortar used to build the walls
is a lime type. Analysis of two samples (M10 and M16) from the west wall indicates it is
composed of approximately 58% sand, 38% lime, and 4% fines (see Appendix A). The sand
used in the mortar is brown in color and composed of fine grains.

Name and Date Stone

Incorporated into the front (south) brick wall of the chapel, most likely over the doorway,
appears to have been a carved stone (fig. 5). That such a stone existed is documented by the
History of Seneca County published in 1876. By that time, the First Wesleyan Society

** Church Records, “Book No. 1,” entry dated April 20, 1843.

* Brown, p. 4; original quote is from James S. Sanderson, “Some Early Recollections of Seneca
Falls” in Papers read before the Seneca Falls Historical Society For the Years 1911-12, p. 59.

7 Church Records, “Book No. 1,” entry dated April 20, 1843.
* Brown, p. 5; original quote is from the True Wesleyan, October 28, 1843.
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had sold the chapel and moved into a new church building built in 1871-1875. The History
described the new building as follows:

Fronting west in the rear of the main building, is the session-room, over whose
entrance is placed the church name, with the date, 1843, the same being the
stone from the old church which stood on the east of the church lot.”

This building, with its session-room doorway, is standing today, although the stone is
unfortunately missing. Patching in the brickwork above the doorway is undoubtedly evidence of
the stone’s location. Possibly it was removed in 1920 when the building was purchased by the
First Baptist Society, or even as late as 1972 when it became the Assembly of God Church.”
Efforts to locate the stone have been futile. In 1920 the Wesleyans moved to a church building
on Miller Street in Seneca Falls, and later to a building at the corner of Fall and Chapel Streets.
A search for the stone at both structures proved unsuccessful.”

The appearance of the missing stone may be conjectured based on the 1876 description and
a similar stone installed above the doorway of the new church in 1872. We know from the
description that the stone had written on it “the church name, with the date, 1843.” Similar
information was put on the new stone in raised letters. Although the church name has since
been chiseled off, it is possible to discern the words:

FIRST
WESLEYAN CHURCH
1871

The stone is a rectangular shape, oriented horizontally, with a simple raised border. It is a light
beige color and most likely a limestone. The original stone was probably also a rectangular
shape, placed horizontally, with the writing:

FIRST
WESLEYAN CHURCH
1843

® History of Seneca County, New York 1786-1876 , p. 113.

% The Reveille noted in an article dated June 23, 1955, “The church building has been occupied by
the First Baptist Society since 1920. Before that it held the Wesleyan Methodist Church.” The building
is now owned by the Assembly of God Church.

*' Brown, pp. 29-30. Both Sharon Brown and I have looked for the stone. It seems highly unlikely
that it still exists given the recent high visibility of the Wesleyan Chapel restoration.
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Possibly the letters were inscribed rather than raised, thus explaining why the stone was later
removed instead of altered when the building changed hands.

Doorways

Exactly how many exterior doorways the chapel had is not known. At a minimum, one
entrance would have been in the front wall of the building. The front was most likely the south
side for two reasons. First, the south wall faces the principal thoroughfare, Fall Street. Second,
an interior photograph of the pulpit taken sometime after 1858 and before 1872 shows the pulpit
located at the same wall as the chimneys for the stoves (fig. 1). Physical evidence indicates the
chimneys were built into the north wall of the chapel. The main entrance therefore would have
been on the opposite side of the building, i.e., in the south wall. Unfortunately, the south wall
was removed in 1872 when the chapel was remodeled, and no physical. evidence of the
doorway(s) remains.

Writings that mention the chapel in the 1840’s and the 1860’s suggest that the main
entrance may have been one wide doorway hung with two doors (fig. 5). If such were the case,
the doorway would have been centered in the south wall. Interpreting the writings is particularly
difficult since “door” may have been used to mean the doorway opening. On the first day of
the Women’s Rights Convention in July 1843, it was found that the “doors of the chapel were
barred by bolts drawn upon the inside.”” Another account recalled, “lo! the door was .
locked. ”*

Many more descriptions were written in 1869 during the Congregational controversy when
the chapel was both locked up and broken into. The Seneca Falls Reveille reported on April 23,
1869, that a trustee had “double-locked the church door and refused to open it.”* On Septem-
ber 12, 1869, at seven o’clock, “the outside doors were opened by the sexton . . . and about
eight o’clock the doors were closed again.” After September 24, “six Congregational Locks
three chains, two bolts and sundry screws, became loose, and were so far desolved [sic] by
Sunday morning that the Wesleyans entered their house in peace. . . .”** One month later,
however, “Deputy Sheriff O’Neil was stationed at the door on Sunday morning to prevent the

** Bull, “Woman’s Rights and Other ‘Reforms.’”

* Stanton et. al. (ed), History of Woman Suffrage, p. 69.

* Brown, p. 18; original quote is from the Seneca Falls Reveille, April 23, 1869.

* Brown, p. 34; original quote is from the American Wesleyan, September 29, 1869.
* Brown, p. 21; original quote is from the American Wesleyan, September 29, 1869.
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church from being opened, but he was unsuccessful. The doors were opened in some way and
the Wesleyans permitted to enter their building and hold service.””’

Approximately three steps up would have been required to reach the doorway, based on
the findings of the archeologists that the foundation was about 1 1/2 feet high on the east (and
presumably also on the south) side. In 1865, a stoop may have replaced the existing steps. The
church records indicate that in a business meeting held on September 11, 1865, Brother Crosby
was appointed “a committee to building a stoop and a walk from the stoop to the Gate.””® The
stoop and walk were apparently completed by the next meeting held October 2, 1865, since it
was agreed to pay the bills amounting to $23.43 and also to paint the stoop. '

No mention is made in the historical writings of a secondary doorway, nor is there any
physical evidence for one. Certainly such a doorway would have been convenient for obtaining
fuel for the stoves at the far end of the chapel. This fuel was most likely stored somewhere on
the back lot of the chapel.

Window:

The chapel appears to have had 24 windows, based on the historical and architectural
evidence. These were aligned one above the other in the first and second stories. Four
windows are believed to have been located in the front south wall, 10 each in the east and west
walls, and none in the north wall.

Historical evidence for the window configuration is provided by a border drawing on the
1856 Cadastral Wall Map by J.H. French (fig. 3). This drawing not only features the Seneca
Falls Mills but also appears to show the upper portion of the chapel to the left side of the mill
building. Clearly illustrated in the second story of the south wall are two windows of rectan-
gular shape. More faintly delineated in the east wall’s second story are five windows, also
rectangular in shape. That no windows were located in the north wall is documented by an
interior photograph taken sometime between 1858 and 1872 (fig. 1). This photograph, featuring
the Sabbath School teachers posed in front of the pulpit, shows no windows in the rear wall.
One reason for this absence may have been the lack of room due to two chimneys built into the
north wall. Yet another consideration may have been the glare in the congregation’s eyes that
would have resulted from a window being located behind the pulpit.

Physical evidence of the windows remains only at the extant east and west walls, since the
north and south walls were removed during later renovations. Most of the window openings,
however, have been considerably altered over the years. The most complete evidence is at the

* Brown, p. 22; original quote is from the Seneca Falls Reveille, October 15, 1869.
% Church Records, “Book No. 3,” entries dated September 11 and October 2, 1865.
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west wall. Here one original window opening remains intact in the first story; two others in
the second story have been bricked in, but their original locations are discernible. A measure-
ment taken of the second-story windows indicates the original horizontal spacing was approxi-
mately 11 feet 6 inches on center. Considering that the east and west walls were 64 feet long,
this would allow five bays per wall, thus validating the 1856 drawing.

The height of the first-story window sill on the west side above present grade is 2 feet 9
inches. Assuming historic grade was 1 foot 11 inches below present grade as determined by
archeologists on the east side of the building, the sill would have originally been about 4 feet 8
inches above grade. This explains why Mary Sherwood Bull, writing about the 1848 Women’s
Rights Convention, later recalled that the “Windows were so high from the ground that no one
but a man or tall climbing boy could scale them.” The vertical spacing between the first and
second story windows appears to have been about 2 feet 7 1/2 inches, based on a measurement
taken from the interior side of the east wall. The tops of the second-story windows seem to
have abutted the eave cornice, based on the conjectured size of the windows and the historic
height of the walls.

Close examination of the one intact historic window opening in the west wall provides
valuable details that may apply to all of the windows in the chapel. This first-story window is
Jjust south of the modern freight elevator. It is the only opening that has not been enlarged or
filled in with brick. Its woodwork appears to have been changed in 1872, based on the paint
analysis; the sill has been replaced by concrete; and the sash is modern. Nevertheless, the basic
size and construction of the window remains unchanged. The opening measures 3 feet 5 inches
wide by 6 feet high.

The top of the window is spanned by a wood lintel visible only on the interior side. The
exterior lintel is a brick jack (or flat) arch. The original sill was most likely wood, since a stone
sill would probably be extant today. Although no physical or historical information is available
on the sash type, they were probably double-hung, with six-over-six panes (fig. 14). This type
of sash would have been in keeping with contemporary architectural style. Similar six-over-six
windows were illustrated in 1843 in another brick church building, the First Independent Baptist
Church of Boston (now known as the African Meeting House).*

Repairs to the chapel windows are documented by the church record books. Materials
ordered in 1859, 1864, and 1868 were for “glass and putty”—no doubt to replace broken
window glass. In a business meeting of the church December 7, 1864, $.50 was itemized, along
with the glass and putty, for “repairing windows.” In another meeting on June 1, 1868, “Br.

* Bull, “Woman’s Rights and Other ‘Reforms.’”

“ S.N. Dickinson, Boston Almanac (Boston; Thomas Groom and Co., 1843). The African Meeting
House was originally built in 1806, remodeled in 1855, and restored to its 1855 appearance in 1987 by
the National Park Service and the Museum of Afro American History. Although they were lengthened in
1855, the window openings in 1843 were approximately the same size as those of the Wesleyan Chapel.

16



Lyle was appointed to superintend the fixing of the windows.”*' There is no indication that any
major alterations were made to the windows between 1843 and 1872.

Cornice

The border drawing on the 1856 Cadastral Wall Map of Seneca Falls illustrates the cornice
of the chapel as being a wide band beneath the roof line, both on the east wall and on the south
gable end (fig. 3). Such a wide cornice, or cornice and fascia, would have been in keeping with
the Greek Revival style prevalent at the time the chapel was built.” It is unclear as to how
much of the original wood cornice remains on the present building. Both original north and
south walls are now missing, and the walls and roof were raised in 1872. It has been suggested
that the 1843 soffit may survive on the east side, based on a mitered cut at the north end. This
miter is thought to correspond to a cornice return at the north end of the chapel.”

Roof

The original roof was a gable type, two-thirds of which survives today. The only known
historical view of the roof is the border drawing on the 1856 Cadastral Wall Map (fig. 3). This
illustrates a gable roof with its ridge aligned north-south. In 1872, the original roof was raised
approximately 8 feet. Physical evidence indicates it was raised in one piece rather than disas-
sembled and rebuilt. Specifically, the sheathing boards appear to be in their original locations,
based on the original nails holding them in place and the absence of additional nail holes. The
northern third of the roof was removed during renovations in 1947.

The structural framing system supporting the roof is one utilizing trusses, rafters, and
purlins (figs. 9-10). Six trusses were installed in 1843; four of these, toward the north end of
the building, remain today. The trusses are a king-post design, with mortise-and-tenon (wood-
pinned) connections between the secondary members and the top and bottom chords. The north
and south end trusses were actually built into the brick end walls, as indicated by mortar stains
on the north side of all members of the extant original north end truss (fig. 15). These stains
extend 3 inches, or about the width of one brick, onto the truss. The trusses sit on 8- by 11-
inch wood plates that in turn are seated on the brick east and west walls. Some pieces of the

* Church Records, “Book No. 2,” entry dated January 3, 1859, and “Book No. 3,” entries dated
December 7, 1864; June 1, 1868; and December 14, 1868.

2 Talbot Hamlin, Greek Revival Architecture in America. Hamlin says the Greek Revival style was
popular from about 1820 to 1860 (p. xv).

“ Anderson, Wong, and Williamsport Preservation Training Center, “Historic Structure Report:
Wesleyan Chapel” (draft), section titled East Elevation.
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west plate are original, having been reused in 1872 when the roof was raised; evidence for this
consists of fragments of plaster (M17) that date to 1843.

The roof area between each of the six king-post trusses was supported by five rafters.
Most of the original rafters remain in place in areas of original roof. Each rafter measures
approximately 2 1/2 inches thick by 5 1/2 inches wide. The bottom ends of the rafters are
notched to sit on lower (or eave) purlins that in turn connect to the bottom chords of the trusses
(fig. 10). These lower purlins measure approximately 3 inches by 6 inches thick and are
situated slightly higher than the wood plates upon which the trusses sit. At mid span, the rafters
are supported by purlins (also 3 inches by 6 inches) that are mortised into the trusses. Lateral
support is provided to this mortised connection by two diagonal braces positioned between the
purlin and the truss. At the upper ends of the rafters, the rafters simply abut to form the ridge;
there is no ridge board.

The trusses and rafters supported wide roof-sheathing boards that were most likely covered
with wood shingles in 1843. Examination of the roof indicates that most of the original sheath-
ing boards have survived intact. Original nails attaching the boards are 2 15/16 inches long,
machine-cut, with machine-made heads and round points. The boards themselves are roughly
finished, with many retaining bark on their edges. Their size is approximately 10 inches wide
by 2 inches thick by various lengths.

While the original roof shingles have long since been removed, evidence of early shingles
remains on the sheathing boards. Early nailing patterns indicate the shingles had an exposure of
about 5 inches and a width of about 3 to 8 inches. Small fragments of the shingles themselves
were found attached to the sheathing boards; they were identified as being of circular-sawn white
pine. The exact time period to which these shingles date is uncertain: a likely date is either
1843, or 1872 (when the roof was raised). If from 1872, the wood shingles probably replaced a
similar wood-shingle roof. Therefore, although the shingle evidence is not conclusive for 1843,
it is the best information available on the original roof covering.*

Chimneys

Both the historical documentation and the physical evidence indicate that the chapel had
two chimneys built into the north brick wall. The church records refer to two stoves in the
chapel that would have connected to the chimneys. The earliest entry is dated April 3, 1848,
when the trustees recorded a debt of $32.50 to S.L. Thompson “for stoves.”® Two chimneys
are visible in the drawing of the chapel on the border of the 1856 Cadastral Wall Map (fig. 3).

* The roof exterior was examined both by the Williamsport Preservation Training Center and by E.
Blaine Cliver, Chief, Historic Preservation Center. See Anderson, Wong and Williamsport Preservation
Training Center, “Historic Structure Report: Wesleyan Chapel” (draft), section titled Attic/Roof.

“ Church Records, “Book No. 1,” entry dated April 3, 1848.
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One is shown on the east side of the north wall. The other seems to be located closer to the
front of the building, although this may have been an artistic rendition of the second north wall
chimney. Conclusive historical evidence that two chimneys were in the north wall is provided
by an interior photograph taken sometime between 1858 and 1871 (fig. 1). This view, featuring
the Sabbath School teachers, shows two chimney pipes on either side of the pulpit. These pipes
extended from the north wall into the room, and were fitted with collars at the wall.

Although the north brick wall itself is now missing, the extant original north end truss
retains the imprints of the chimneys (fig. 15). These are cut-outs, or notches, on the north side
of the truss members. The center of the east-side notch is located 11 feet 6 inches from the
interior of the east brick wall; the notch itself is 2 feet long by 5 inches deep. The center of the
west-side notch is 11 feet 8 inches from the interior of the west brick wall, and the notch is 2
feet long by 4 1/4-3/4 inches deep. It is evident from these notches that the two chimneys were
built into the north wall, and probably projected slightly beyond it on the exterior side. Based
on the size of the notches and the known dimensions of the historic bricks, the chimneys were
probably three brick stretchers wide (east-west) by two brick stretchers deep (north-south). The
chimneys would therefore have projected about the width of one brick, or 3 3/4 inches, from the
exterior of the north wall. The flues would have measured about 15 1/2 inches wide by 7 3/4
inches deep.

Grounds

The lot at the corner of Fall and Mynderse Streets on which the Wesleyan Chapel was
built was described in the 1843 deed as measuring 54 feet wide along Fall Street and 163 feet
deep along Mynderse Street. The chapel itself was situated on the southeast corner of the lot,
close to both streets, based on the 1856 map of Seneca Falls (fig. 3).6

Besides the chapel, other buildings are known to have been on this corner lot during the
years of Wesleyan occupancy. Unfortunately, no documentation of the outbuildings exists for
the years 1843 through 1848. The first reference to outbuildings is the 1856 map, which
illustrates a long rectangular structure on the west side of the lot. Extending north from the
northwest corner of the chapel, the building appears to have measured about 15 feet wide by 80
feet long, as determined by scaling off the map. This was most likely a frame shed, open on
the Mynderse Street side and used to keep carriages dry during inclement weather. It may also
have functioned as a storage area for fuel (such as wood and coal) to heat the chapel. Perhaps it
was this same “shed belonging to the Wesleyan church” that was reported on March 25, 1871,
to have lost its roof due to the weight of accumulated snow.” The structure does not appear on

“ Deed Book (7, p. 238, Seneca County Registry of Deeds; 1856 Cadastral Wall Map of Seneca
Falls by J.H. French.

‘7 Brown, p. 34; original quote is from a newspaper article in the Seneca Falls Reveille, March 25,
1870.
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the map of 1871 (fig. 4), suggesting that it may have completely collapsed or been demolished
by that time.

One other reference to an outbuilding is found in the church records for June 2, 1867.
During a business meeting on that day, “It was ordered that a wood house be built in the rear of
the church.”® It is not known if this was actually done, since the wood house was not men-
tioned in subsequent meetings.

A fence with a gate bounded the lot by the 1860’s. Whether or not a fence had been built
as early as 1843 or existed by 1848 is not recorded. The only known references to this feature
are found in the church record books. In a meeting held December 8, 1862, it was, “Moved
and carried that the Trustees be ordered to move the fence in the rear of the Church lot to the
proper line of said lot.”” On January 4, 1864, $.50 was itemized “for fixing gate.”® Brother
Crosby was appointed on September 11, 1865, to build a stoop—which was presumably at the
front doorway—and a walk from the stoop to the “Gate.” This suggests that the gate may have
been on the Fall Street side of the lot. The last description is dated September 20, 1869, when
the trustees “moved and seconded that the Sexton of the Church be directed to fasten the Gates
of the Church Yard and to keep them fastened except at such times as may be necessary to have
them opened for the usual services of the Church. . . .”? This order was issued during the
turbulent controversy between the Wesleyans and the Congregationalists.

A wood plank sidewalk bordered the south and east perimeters of the lot along Fall Street
and Mynderse Street. This walk is documented both by the minutes of the Board of Trustees of
the Village of Seneca Falls and by the record books of the First Wesleyan Church. The earliest
reference to the sidewalk is a village ordinance dated March 14, 1848, that required all residents
on the west side of Mynderse Street between Fall and Chapel Streets to build a sidewalk on their
property. The trustees of the church responded by resolving in their next meeting on April 3,
1348, to:

. . . build a side walk in front of the Lot upon which the Chapel is built and that
Samuel Taylor be instructed to procure the Lumber and that the Trustees compel
the St Commissioner to build a culvert over the ditches in front of their Lot.™

** Church Records, “Book No. 3,” entry dated June 2, 1867.

* Church Records, “Book No. 2,” entry dated December 8, 1862.
* Church Records, “Book No. 3,” entry dated January 4, 1864.

* Church Records, “Book No. 3,” entry dated September 11, 1865.
# Church Records, “Book No. 1,” entry dated September 20, 1869.

® Church Records, “Book No. 1,” entry dated April 3, 1848. The village sidewalk ordinance is
described by Brown, p. 31; original reference is to the “Minute Book 1837-1855” of the Board of
Trustees of the Village of Seneca Falls, p. 462.
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Perhaps the society planned to lay the sidewalk along both Fall and Mynderse Streets at
this time (hence the reference to the “front of the Lot™), even though the ordinance required a
walk along Mynderse Street only. This work was presumably carried out, although no refer-
ences to the new walk or the bills for building it were found in the records of subsequent church
meetings. That a walk was extant on the Fall Street side by July 1850 may be inferred by an
order from the village trustees to build a walk along the north side of Fall Street, from State
Street east of the Chapel to Benejah Sherman’s lot west of the Chapel, “to correspond in width
with the walk already built thereon.” The new sidewalk was to be “composed of plank laid
Crosswise.”™ The village trustees also ordered at this time that a new sidewalk be built on both
sides of Mynderse Street, including the portion owned by the Wesleyan Society. While walks
were most likely already extant on the chapel side of the street, as earlier decreed, this order
may have been an attempt to achieve a more uniform walking surface. The new Mynderse
Street walks were specified to be made of “plank one foot wide laid lengthwise eight inches
apart—and filled between and on the outside with Gravel.”® In other words, the walk was to
comprise two boards laid side-by-side with a gap of 8 inches between the boards.

A new walk on the north side of Fall Street was ordered by the village trustees only one
year later, in May 1851. It is unlikely, however, that the segment of Fall Street that had been
newly surfaced in 1850 with planks laid crosswise (including the chapel lot) would have been
required to comply. The new walk was to extend from E. Mynderse’s dwelling house lot on the
west side of Cayuga Street, past Benejah Sherman’s lot on the north side of Fall Street, to the
east boundary of George H. McClary’s lot. It was to be 6 feet wide, suggesting that the
existing chapel walk may have also been this width. Of particular interest are the different
materials and new plank design specified by the village. The walk could be:

Brick, Stone, or plank, the plank to be not less than twelve inches wide and two
inches thick and not to be laid more than six inches apart to be laid lengthwise
and to be filled between and on the outside with gravel.

Later reconstructions of the chapel walk on Fall Street may have complied with these new
standards. -

Plank sidewalks in Seneca Falls, including those of the chapel, required frequent repairs.
In July 1852 and April 1854, the village ordered the walk on the west side of Mynderse Street

* Brown, pp. 31-32; original quote is from the “Minute Book 1837-1855" of the village trustees, p.
573.

* Brown, pp. 31-32; original quote is from the “Minute Book 1837-1855,” p. 574.
% Brown, pp- 31-32; original quote is from the “Minute Book 1837-1855,” p. 598.
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to be rebuilt. A similar order was issued in June 1861 for the walk on the north side of Fall
Street. The Wesleyans appointed a committee the following month, on July 8, 1861, “to
superintend the relaying of [the] side walk.”” Lumber, nails, and carting that were itemized in
August and which totaled $3.04 were most likely used in building the walk.*

The Mynderse Street walk was again ordered rebuilt by the village in June 1862 and May
1863. While the church acknowledged the second directive for “a new side walk to be laid on
Mynderse St., the length of the church lot” in the meeting of June 1, 1863, no subsequent
references to a new walk were recorded.” Three people were appointed by the church on
December 7, 1864, to serve as a committee to repair the sidewalks.® Their activities, if any,
were not documented. On July 1865, the Fall Street walk was required by the village to be
rebuilt. It was not until 3 months later, however, in a church meeting of October 2, 1865, that
the Wesleyan trustees were “directed to repair the side walk.”® Meanwhile, $23.43 was
expended in October for a new stoop and a new “walk from the stoop to the Gate.”®

The Fall Street walk was again ordered to be rebuilt in May 1866, and on June 27, 1866,
the Wesleyan trustees were “empowered and directed [by the church] to build a side walk in
front of the church lot.”® This cost $6.00, as reported in the church meeting of August 6,
1866. Why the village ordered the Fall Street walk rebuilt only two months later, in October
1866, is unknown. On October 12, 1868, the Wesleyans “moved and carried that the Trustees
be instructed to repair the side walk on the east [Mynderse Street] side of the church lot.”®
These repairs cost $2.00, according to a church record-book entry dated December 14, 1868.
Later orders to repair the Mynderse Street walks were issued by the village in August 1870 and

¥ Church Records, “Book No. 2,” entry dated July 8, 1861. Village orders to rebuild the sidewalks
are mentioned in Brown’s Historic Structure Report, p. 32, with references to “Minute Book
1837-1855,” pp. 638-98, and “Minute Book 1856-1872,” p. 277.

* Church Records, “Book No. 2,” entry dated August 5, 1861.

* Brown, p. 32, with references to the village “Minute Book 1856-1872,” pp. 323 and 359. Also,
Church Records, “Book No. 2,” entry dated June 1, 1863.

 Church Records, “Book No. 3,” entry dated December 7, 1864.

 Brown, p. 33, with reference to the village “Minute Book 1856-1872,” p. 448. Also, Church
Records, “Book No. 3,” entry dated October 2, 1865.

2 Church Records, “Book No. 3,” entries dated September 11, 1865; October 2, 1865; and,
November 6, 1865. The bill for $23.43 was submitted in October and payment was recorded in
November. :

® Brown, p. 33, with reference to the village “Minute Book 1856-1872,” p. 514. Also, Church
Records, “Book No. 3,” entries dated June 27, 1866 and August 6, 1866.

* Church Records, “Book No. 3,” entry dated October 12, 1868.
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May 1872, although no mention of repairs was made in the corresponding church record
books.*

The early plank sidewalks are gone today, having been replaced by modern surfacing
materials. On the south side of the lot—along Fall Street—is a concrete sidewalk with granite
curb. On the east side—along Mynderse Street—is a sidewalk mostly paved with asphaltic
material, but having a section of concrete at the south end. No attempt has been made to find
remnants of the plank walk using archeological techniques.

How, then, did the chapel grounds look during the time of the Women’s Rights Conven-
tion in July 18487 The chapel itself, of course, was the focal point of the site. It was situated
close to two unpaved intersecting roads, named then—as today—“Fall Street” and “Mynderse
Street.” A long frame shed, behind and to the west of the chapel, may have been built by this
time. If the shed was used for carriages as has been conjectured, the area adjacent to it—behind
the chapel and off Mynderse Street—would have served as a large “parking lot.” Hitching posts
for the horses would have been located here. The ground surface was probably compacted
earth, similar to the roads. A fence with a gate may have enclosed the property. A plank
sidewalk bordered the front of the lot and may also have continued along the Mynderse Street
side.

It is not known how the small amount of land between the Fall Street sidewalk and the
chapel, and on the west side of the chapel, was maintained. No references have been found to
grass, flowers, shrubs, or other natural landscaping features. The only known mention of any
landscaping work is dated many years after the convention. In a church meeting May 13, 1867,
the trustees were “instructed to fix the yard.” Two months later, on July 1, 1867, $15.75 was
itemized “for Dirt.”24%

% Village orders dated October 1866, August 1870, and May 1872, described by Brown, pp. 32-33,
with reference to the village “Minute Book 1856-1872,” pp. 531, 717, and 771.

% Church Records, “Book No. 3,” entries dated May 13, 1867, and July 1, 1867.
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Interior Elements

General Room Arrangement

The Wesleyan Chapel has been so altered over the years that few clues remain as to its
original interior layout. What we know of the chapel’s interior therefore must be gleaned from
the historical writings of the time and the surviving original architectural fabric at the east and
west walls and the roof.

As previously described, the chapel was a two-story rectangular building with no basement
and exterior dimensions of 43 feet 4 inches wide by 64 feet long. Taking into account that the
original walls were three bricks thick (or about 12 inches, including mortar joints), the interior
dimensions from brick wall to brick wall would have been about 41 feet 5 1/2 inches wide by 62
feet 1 1/2 inches long. One floor therefore comprised approximately 2,576 square feet of space.

While the exterior height and window arrangements of the chapel suggest that the building
had a first story and a second story, it appears that there was not an actual second floor.
Instead, the interior was divided into three areas: the entrance vestibule, the main sanctuary, and
the balcony or gallery that overlooked the sanctuary (figs. 7-8).

Vestibule

The only known reference to the vestibule is a news article dated September 29, 1869, that
described a confrontation between the Wesleyans and the Congregationalists. Finding themselves
locked out of the main sanctuary, the Wesleyans went to the gallery and demanded that the
doors be opened. Meeting with no success, they “quietly went down to the vestibule of the
church and there held their meetings.”” It is apparent from this account that one or more
stairways connected the vestibule to the gallery, and that a partition wall divided the vestibule
from the main meeting room or sanctuary. This fits the definition of a vestibule as “a passage,
hall, or room between the outer door and the interior of a building.”®  Since it is known from
an interior photograph that the sanctuary pulpit was located at the north wall, the vestibule
therefore must have been at the opposite south end. This corresponds with the theory that the
front wall of the building was the south one facing Fall Street. Unfortunately, nothing remains
of the vestibule’s exterior walls, interior stairway(s), or interior partition, these features having
been removed in 1872 when the chapel was converted to Johnson’s Hall. Locations of the
stairways and the partition wall are therefore conjectural.

¥ Brown, p. 39; original quote is from the American Wesleyan, September 29, 1869.
* Webster’s Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary, p. 1312.
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Sanctuary

The main sanctuary appears to have been known by a number of names over the years,
including the “Vestry” (also “Vestry Room™), the “Class Room,” the “conference room,” the
“Prayer Room,” and the “Session Room.” While it was initially thought that five separate
rooms existed, a closer study suggests otherwise. Materials analysis indicates the chapel was not
enlarged in 1857 by an addition to the north as had been earlier suspected, thus leaving little
space for multiple rooms. Also, it was noticed that various people were responsible for the
historical writings, thereby increasing the probability that the same room was called by different
names. Lastly, even though different, all the room names refer to a space used for the gathering
together of people—be it for meeting, learning, or praying. It was therefore concluded that this
space must have been the main sanctuary where the pews, stoves, and pulpit were located.

The historical writings document both the use and appellation of the sanctuary. The clerk
for the church trustees recorded that the trustees’ monthly meetings were held in the “Vestry,”
the “Vestry Room,” and the “Class Room” between January 1844 and March 1858.® Also
meeting once a month in the chapel was a group that discussed the business affairs of the
church. The clerk for this group noted in August 1858 that it had been resolved “that the
conference room of this church not be let for school purposes.” In December 1858, the choir
was granted “the use of the prayer-room, on Friday evenings, for rehearsal, light and fuel
included.” The business clerk also recorded the decision in February 1862 to “have two
meetings a week in the body of the Church and two in the Class Room.”” However, most of
the business meetings between December 1858 and June 1863 were said to be held in the
“Prayer Room.””

Later meeting notes of the church trustees—specifically those from the early months of
1869—refer to meeting in the “Session Room.”™ Other accounts referred to "class rooms."
The press reported in September 1869—during the controversy between the Wesleyans and the
Congregationalists—that the minister was “dragged from the class-room, down the stairs, out of

® Church Records, “Book No. 1,” entries dated January 14, 1844; March 27, 1845; April 3, 1848;
March 26, 1849; April 16, 1855; March 31, 1856; March 28, 1857; September 10, 1857; and March 29,
1858.

™ Church Records, “Book No. 2,” entry dated August 3, 1858.

™ Church Records, “Book No. 2,” entry dated December 6, 1858.

™ Church Records, “Book No. 2,” entry dated February 4, 1862.

” Church Records, “Book No. 2,” entries dated December 6, 1858; February 7, 1859; November
13, 1860; December 10, 1860; January 14, 1861; February 4, 1861; March 4, 1861; April 1, 1861;
April 15, 1861; May 13, 1861; May 4, 1863; and June 1, 1863.

™ Church Records, “Book No. 1,” entries dated January 18, 1869; March 18, 1869; and April 6,
1869.
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the house and pitched into the street.”” Several days later, on September 12, the Wesleyans

found themselves locked out of their “class room,” although they were able to gain entrance to
the vestibule and the gallery.” Shortly thereafter, on September 20, the Wesleyan trustees
resolved that the “Class Room” would be locked on the Sabbath.”

Gallery

The balcony, always referred to as the “gallery,” overlooked the main meeting room (fig.
8). During construction of the chapel in July 1843, the True Wesleyan reported that the new
church would have “galleries on three sides.” That such a gallery was actually built was
confirmed by the Reverend Lee, who described a gallery “on three sides” in October 1843.”
Mary Sherwood Bull, who attended the Women’s Rights Convention in July 1848, also des-
cribed the chapel many years later as having a three-sided “gallery.” Seated there on the last
evening of the convention was Amelia Bloomer, who had arrived late and found the chapel so
crowded that she was “compelled . . . to take a seat in the gallery.””

A later alteration to the gallery is documented by an entry in the church record books
dated February 4, 1862, giving “Mr. Sitzenberger permission to lower the platform in the
gallery, at his own expense.” This “platform” may have been a raised section of flooring upon
which seats were placed for a better view of the pulpit below. In September 1869, the Reverend
Marshall Frink described the pulpit as being opposite the gallery. Sitting at the foot of the
pulpit, he was witness to an altercation in which “Father Metcalf . . . came to the front of the
gallery . . . and . . . demanded of the trustees . . . to open the doors.”®

More details about the gallery may be learned from an interior photograph of the sanctuary
(fig. 1) and architectural clues at the extant east wall. The photograph, taken sometime after gas
lighting was introduced in 1858 and before the chapel was remodeled in 1872, shows the pulpit
located at the north wall. Since Reverend Frink in 1869 described the gallery as being opposite
the pulpit and earlier accounts described it as three-sided, the gallery therefore must have been
located along the south, east, and west walls. While the gallery itself cannot be seen in this

7 Brown, p. 39; original quote is from the American Wesleyan, September 29, 1869.
" Brown, p. 20; original quote is from the American Wesleyan, September 29, 1869.
7 Church Records, “Book No. 1,” entry dated September 20, 1869.

™ Brown, p. 5; original quote is from the True Wesleyan, July 22, 1843.

" Brown, p. 6; original quote is from the True Wesleyan, October 28, 1843.

* Bull, “Woman’s Rights and Other ‘Reforms.’ ”

* Brown, pp. 65-66; original quote is from the Reveille, July 30, 1880.

* Church Records, “Book No. 2,” entry dated February 4, 1862.

* Brown, p. 20; original quote is from the American Wesleyan, September 29, 1869.
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view, the photograph is significant because it indicates that the gallery on the east and west sides
of the room did not extend all the way to the north wall. Joist pockets for the gallery floor
preserved in the east brick wall indicate that it did extend as far as—and possibly beyond—the
fourth window bay from the south end (fig. 8). Further demolition work may reveal additional
evidence to determine the exact length of the gallery.

Some design details of the gallery will never be known, because the south end of the
building was demolished at the same time the gallery was removed in 1872, and no sketches or
photographs of it exist. Some educated guesses, however, can be made. Two stairways most
likely ascended from the first-story vestibule to the gallery. Their logical location would have
been in the southeast and southwest corners of the building. The width of the gallery has been
estimated to be 10 feet on all three sides. This is purely speculative and based on the likely
location of the vestibule’s interior partition that would have served as a load-bearing wall.
Additional support would have been required along the length of the gallery, which was most
likely provided by cast-iron columns (fig. 12). A protective barrier at the gallery’s edge was
commonly known as the gallery rail. This was typically wood, paneled, and low so as not to
obstruct the view of the pulpit below.

Floors

The original first floor and the gallery floor of the chapel have both been removed and
replaced by later materials. However, some evidence of their configuration remains at the extant
east and west brick walls.

Evidence of the first-floor framing system was uncovered during an archeological inves-
tigation of the foundation system, although it was not examined or interpreted by the archeolo-
gists. This evidence is on the interior of the west wall toward the north end, just north of the
one remaining original window opening. It is here, in the upper portion of the stone foundation
and beneath a skim coat of portland cement, that a cement patch measuring approximately 8
inches wide was discovered. The top of this patch occurs at the intersection of the stone
foundation and the brick west wall, and is approximately 2 feet 11 1/2 inches below the original
window opening.

The location of the foundation patch, together with the absence of other evidence such as
floor-joist pockets, led to the conclusion that the patched hole was the former location of an
original floor beam that ran east-west. The floor joists, mortised into the floor beams, therefore
would have run north-south. Two layers of floorboards most likely covered this flooring
system—a subfloor and a finish floor. Allowing about 2 inches for the thickness of the
floorboards, the finish floor therefore would have been located about 2 feet 9 1/2 inches below
the bottoms of the first-story windows.
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Evidence of the gallery floor was found in the extant east brick wall between the first- and
second-story windows. Due to modern obstructions, a length of only 11 feet could be uncovered
along this wall, at the third and fourth original window bays from the south end (fig. 8). Here,
eight joist pockets (not including one covered over by a 20th-century pilaster) were found in the
brick wall. These pockets measure approximately 2 to 2 1/2 inches wide by 10 1/2 to 11 inches
high and are 7 1/2 inches (or two brick widths) deep. The horizontal spacing of the pockets
ranges from 14 1/4 inches to 18 1/4 inches on center, with an average overall spacing of 16 1/2
inches on center.

Located beneath the joist pockets is a continuous wood bearing plate, seven-eights of an
inch thick, that was built into the brick wall and functioned to more evenly distribute the load of
the gallery floor. The pockets themselves are 9 1/2 inches above the historic first-story window
openings and 12 inches below the second-story window openings. Note that these measurements
do not include allowances for ceiling lath, plaster, and floorboards.

More difficult to determine from the available evidence is the actual configuration of the
gallery floor. Was it at one level or stepped downward towards the center of the building to
enable better viewing? The height measurements suggest that at least some stepping down would
have been feasible (figs. 11-12). Based on the distance between the first-floor beam and the
gallery floor-joist pockets, and allowing for floorboards and ceiling plaster, the height of the
area under the gallery would have been about 9 feet 6 inches at the east wall. Thus, the gallery
floor could have sloped down 1-2 feet and still left sufficient headroom beneath the gallery on
the first floor. Additional slope for the gallery seating may have been obtained by building up
the floor of the gallery, as is implied by an entry in the church records dated February 1862,
giving “Mr. Sitzenberger . . . permission to lower the platform in the Gallery.™

As was explained in the previous section, the depth of the gallery is thought to have been
10 feet on the south, east, and west sides. The interior edge of the south side was most likely
supported by the partition wall separating the vestibule from the sanctuary, while the east and
west sides probably rested on cast-iron columns.

Some of the original gallery floor joists may have been reused within the roof framing
system when the roof was raised in 1872. Boards that measure 9 1/2 inches wide by 1 7/8 to 2
inches thick were cut at various lengths and reused at that time as additional vertical members in
the king-post trusses. Plaster stains and extant deteriorated cut lath nails (NO7) on the end of the
boards testify to their previous use as joists or studs supporting a plaster finish.

Details of the finish floorboards—such as the type of wood, board size, and finish or
covering—are not known. Carpeting appears to have been in place by late 1858 based on the
documentary record. In November 1858, Sister Rumsey who had collected $27.25 as treasurer
of the “Mite Society,” handed this amount over to Brother Joseph Metcalf “to apply on [the]

* Church Records, “Book No. 2,” entry dated February 4, 1862.
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carpet bill.”® The following month, Sister Rumsey again paid over to Metcalf $18.25 “for
carpeting.”® Eleven years later in the midst of a heated controversy, the Congregationalists
removed the “carpets™ and other fixtures from the chapel. These were immediately replaced by
the Wesleyans who purchased “new carpets . . . oil cloths [etc.]. . . .”7

irw,

Because the gallery floor was located above the main floor, one or more stairways must
have existed in the chapel. These were most likely located in the vestibule at the front of the
building, based on a newspaper article quoted in the section, “General Room Arrangement.” It
is conjectured that there were actually two stairways here, based on the likelihood of a sym-
metrical design for the vestibule (fig. 7).

Few design details are known about the stairways. No physical evidence remains, because
the entire south end of the building was removed in 1872, If they did rise along the east and
west walls of the vestibule, as is shown in figure 7, they were probably open underneath so as
not to block the windows here. The number of steps may be calculated by determining the
relative levels of the first floor and the gallery floors as discussed in the previous section.
Architectural evidence indicates the gallery floor was about 10 feet 8 inches above the first floor.
Assuming an average riser height of 7 1/2 inches, 17 risers (or 16 steps) would have been
required.

Walls

Only portions of the original east and west brick walls remain today, the other walls
having been demolished during multiple renovations and additions to the building. Luckily,
sufficient architectural evidence has survived at the extant interior walls to determine how they

were treated originally.

The only known interior photograph of the chapel (fig. 1) shows the north wall of the
sanctuary as having a smooth light-color finish. While the original north wall has since been
removed, architectural fragments at the east and west walls indicate the interior walls were
originally covered with a lime and sand plaster. Three methods of attachment appear to have
been used. First, at the brick walls themselves, the plaster was applied directly to the brick.

* Church Records, “Book No. 27, entry dated November 1, 1858.
% Church Records, “Book No. 2,” entry dated December 6, 1858.

¥ Brown, p. 23; original quotes are from articles published in the American Wesleyan, November 3,
1869, and the Seneca Falls Reveille, November 5, 1869.
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One sample of this original plaster was found at the west wall in the first story, behind a pilaster
installed in 1917. Second, at the wood lintels above the windows, the plaster was applied to
wood lath nailed to the lintels. Some of this lath may be seen in situ above the first-story
windows at the east wall. Third, at the wood roof plate atop the brick walls and adjacent to the
ceiling, the plaster was applied directly to the plate surface, which had first been roughened with
hatch marks. This is based on what appears to be an original section of roof plate with plaster
fragments, which was reused in 1872 at the west wall in the plate position.

Two samples of the original 1843 plaster were removed from the chapel walls and
analyzed. One sample, M09, was retrieved from the previously described locatiob at the west
brick wall. It was found to be a lime plaster containing 51% sand, 46% lime, 4% fines, and a
hair binder. The other sample, M17, was found within the hatch marks of the reused roof plate.
This, too, is a lime plaster, being composed of 58% sand, 36% lime, 5% fines, and a hair
binder. While this mixture differs slightly from sample M0O7, it is considerably different than
the 1872 plaster, which contains a much higher percentage of sand.

The wood lath preserved at the window lintels was observed to be a sawn type. The nails
attaching it (NO2) are machine-cut, 1 3/16 inches long, with a round point and shanks clasped
for heading on the cut edges.

Baseboards made of wood are assumed to have finished the lower walls of both the main
story and the gallery level, although no documentary or physical evidence for them has been
found. Baseboards are a functional feature that would have covered the joint between the wall
and the floorboards, and also protected the lower portion of the plaster walls. Because of their
proximity to the floor, they were sometimes also known as mopboards. Wainscot would have
protected the wall in a similar fashion, although it appears from the interior photograph that no
wainscot existed at the north wall. It is therefore unlikely that wainscot was used elsewhere in
the chapel.

Little is known about how the interior walls were decorated during the chapel years. It is
assumed that the original interior treatment was a simple one. When first completed, the
building was described as “well finished, though, as it should be, it is plain.”® The interior
photograph of the chapel, taken sometime after gas lighting was installed in 1858, shows a light-
colored monochromatic scheme in the sanctuary. Vertical lines on the wall behind the pulpit
may have been a decorative embellishment.

The walls were probably painted, based upon two references to paints in the church record
books and the absence of any reference to wallpapers. The entry dated April 3, 1848, notes
“Paid to Partridge for paints $22.00.”” A later reference dated July 1, 1867, is simply for

* Brown, p. 5; original quote is from the True Wesleyan, October 28, 1843.
® Church Records, “Book No. 1,” entry dated April 3, 1848.
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“whitewashing.” Microscopic examination of paint sample P07 removed from 1843 plaster
wall sample M09 identified a first layer of white-colored whitewash or calcimine. This was
found beneath several layers of later wallpaper, in an area that was covered over in later years
by a pilaster in 1917. Unfortunately, this paint layer cannot be conclusively dated to the chapel
period. Earlier layers of water-soluble paint (such as calcimine) may well have been used on the
walls and subsequently washed off. Such a paint could have been either white or tinted.

Ceilings

The original 1843 ceilings in the Wesleyan Chapel were removed in 1872 when the
building was converted to stores and a meeting hall. Sufficient building fabric remains, how-
ever, at the roof level and at the original east and west walls to determine their appearance.

Evidence of the sanctuary ceiling may be seen today in the attic on the bottom chords of
the four remaining original King-post trusses. Lath and plaster was attached directly to the
undersides of the trusses and to ceiling joists, making a flat (rather than an arched) ceiling.
Mortises cut into the sides of the bottom chords of the trusses held the ceiling joists. The joists
were placed approximately 16 1/4 inches on center, and spanned the trusses in a north-south
direction. They measured about 6 1/4 inches wide by 2 1/4 inches thick, judging by several
joist tenons that survive in the mortise pockets, and by the fact that the bottoms of the joists
were flush with the undersides of the truss chords.

Wood lath, oriented in an east-west direction, was nailed directly to the truss chords and to
the ceiling joists. While the lath extant on the trusses today dates to 1872 when the roof was
raised, remnants of the 1843 ceiling may be found beneath the 1872 lath in the form of plaster
stains and lath nails. One original lath nail sampled (NO3) is machine-cut, 1 3/16 inches long,
with round points and shanks clasped for heading on the cut edges. Not surprisingly, this nail is
identical to an 1843 lath nail removed from a window lintel at the east wall (N02). Although no
plaster remains from the original ceiling, it is assumed to have been a lime-sand mixture with
hair binder similar to that of the plaster walls. The height of the ceiling above the first floor is
calculated to have been about 18 feet 2 inches, based on the original height of the walls revealed
by the brickwork at the exterior west wall. The height of the ceiling above the gallery floor
would have been about 7 feet 6 inches at the exterior walls.

A feature that probably existed in the sanctuary ceiling was an opening to the unfinished
attic space above. A likely design is a square opening, framed with wood, and closed by a plain
painted board.

Little is known about the ceiling formed by the underside of the gallery along the south,
east, and west walls. As was previously discussed in the section on floors, the floor of the

% Church Records, “Book No. 3,” entry dated July 1, 1867.
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gallery is thought to have been stepped downward toward the center of the sanctuary. The
corresponding ceiling of the area beneath the gallery would therefore have sloped (fig. 11).
Some of the ceiling joists here (actually the gallery floor joists) may have been reused in the
roof trusses in 1872 when the roof was raised and the gallery disassembled. Several truss
members measure 9 1/2 inches wide by 1 7/8 to 2 inches thick, and show evidence of one
plastering applied directly to the joists. The extant cut nails (NO7), unfortunately, are too
deteriorated for detailed identification.

The height of the gallery ceiling at the exterior walls is estimated to have been about 9 feet
6 inches based on the floor evidence at the east and west walls. At its lowest point, assuming
that the ceiling sloped, the ceiling could have been as low as 7 feet 6 inches. Such a height
would have allowed for easy clearance by the average-sized person.

No documentary information is available on how the ceilings were finished. No original
ceiling plaster has survived to enable microscopic study of the finishes. A reasonable guess for
this time period would be that the ceilings were painted with white calcimine or whitewash. Use
of paints at the chapel is in fact verified by accounts listing payments for “paints” in 1848 and
“whitewashing” in 1867.”

Doorways

The chapel is believed to have had two interior doorways connecting the vestibule with the
main sanctuary (fig. 7). This is based on historical descriptions of the chapel interior written in
the late 1860°s during the controversy between the Wesleyans and the Congregationalists. The
writings indicate that it was possible to enter the vestibule, climb the stairs to the gallery, and
yet be locked out of the sanctuary. Such was the case on September 12, 1869, when “Father
Metcalf . . . came to the front of the gallery . . . and . . . demanded the trustees...to open the
doors.” The word “doors” suggests that access to the sanctuary was blocked by either one
doorway fitted with two doors, or two or more doorways. That the number was most likely two
is based on the layout of two aisles between the pews. In an altercation one month later
between the Wesleyans and the Congregationalists, it was reported that “Mr. Lyle . . . marched
up the aisle . . . [and] . . . brother Demming . . . approached the altar from the other aisle. . .
."®  This arrangement is further supported by a photograph of the sanctuary that shows no
center aisle between the pews. Therefore, assuming that two aisles existed and knowing that
“doors” opened onto the sanctuary, a logical layout would have had one doorway at the end of
each aisle.

186791 Church Records, “Book No. 1,” entry dated April 3, 1848, and “Book No.3,” entry dated July 1,

* Brown, p. 20; original quote is from the American Wesleyan, September 29, 1869.

* Brown, p. 24; original quote is from the American Wesleyan, November 3, 1869.
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No other details about the doorways are known, such as the number of doors in each
opening, or the style of their architraves and doors. Mortise locks with doorknobs were pro-
bably used, being typical of hardware used in 1843.

Window

The general arrangement and spacing of the windows has been previously discussed in
Section C, “Exterior Elements.” Their known placement influenced the preparation of the
conjectural interior floor plan of the chapel, particularly concerning the location of the partition
wall between the vestibule and the sanctuary. Hypothesizing one window in the each of the east
and west walls of the vestibule gave an approximate depth of 10 feet for that space. (The
vestibule also would have had two additional windows, one on either side of the main doorway
in the south wall.) The first story of the sanctuary therefore had eight windows—four each in
the east and west walls. Of these eight windows, one window opening on the west side survives
relatively unaltered.

Additional light would have been provided to the sanctuary by the second-story gallery
windows. An exterior sketch of the building published in 1856 suggests that these numbered 12,
including five each in the east and west walls and two in the south wall (fig. 3). No windows
appear to have been in the north wall, based on an interior photograph of the sanctuary taken
sometime after September 1858 (fig. 1).

The height of the original windows in relation to the interior floors and ceilings is based
on extant evidence of these features at the east and west walls. The first-story window openings
are located 2 feet 11 1/2 inches above the patch for the former floor beam at the west wall, and
9 1/2 inches below the joist pockets for the gallery floor at the east wall. Taking into account
the finish materials of floorboards and ceiling plaster, this would have placed the windows about
2 feet 9 1/2 inches above the first floor, and 8 1/2 inches below the gallery ceiling.

The second-story windows at the gallery level had less space between the floor and the
ceiling. Although all of the second-story windows have been altered, evidence in the brickwork
of the original openings indicate they were situated only 12 inches above the gallery-floor joist
pockets and 8 inches below the trusses and ceiling joists. The addition of floorboards and
ceiling plaster would have reduced this clearance even further, making the gallery windows
about 10 inches above the gallery floor and 7 inches below the ceiling.

No details are known about the interior wood trim of the windows, such as the style of the
architrave, stool, and apron. (Paint analysis has determined that the woodwork associated with
the one unaltered window opening in the west wall dates from a later period.) A simple
treatment, possibly with single-bead detail, would have been in keeping with the descriptions of
the building as “plain” in 1843. Muntin bars in the window sash would have been typically
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narrow, coming almost to a point. Paint undoubtedly was used to finish the woodwork. Likely
treatments for the mid-19th century would have been a plain-color oil-based paint or a technique
imitative of wood grain known as “graining.” Both finishes were found in the Stanton House in
Seneca Falls, New York, for this same time period.

Pulpit

The pulpit was centered at the north wall of the sanctuary, based on the interior
photograph of the chapel (fig. 1). It was here that the pastor stood to give his sermon. The
pulpit was also probably used as the podium during public assemblies held in the church
building. One such gathering was the Women’s Rights Convention of 1848.

The pulpit was presumably destroyed in 1872 when the chapel was remodeled into two
stores and a meeting hall. Documentary sources therefore must be used to reconstruct its
appearance. Mary Sherwood Bull, who attended the Women’s Rights Convention, many years
later described “the platform with the desk and communion-table.”™ Assuming that “the desk”
here referred to the pulpit and the “communion-table” to the altar, this passage suggests that
both were elevated above the sanctuary floor on a “platform.” That the pulpit may have been
even higher may be inferred from an entry in the church record books dated February 1860
authorizing “the Trustees . . . to lower the Pulpit 2 Steps if in their judgment it can be done
without to [sic] much expense.”

The only known view of the pulpit is a photograph taken sometime after gas lighting was
installed in September 1858 (fig. 1). Although mostly hidden by people standing in front of it,
the top portion may be seen with a book resting upon it. It appears to be a simple lectern
design, possibly enclosed by a low balustrade.

One prominent feature associated with the pulpit was a black-board mounted behind it on
the north wall. The only known description of it is a newspaper article dated September 1869,
in which the Reverend Lyle was said to stand “with his back toward the gallery writing upon the
blackboad [sic]. . . .”™ Most likely it is this blackboard that can be seen on the north wall in
figure 1. Distinct vertical lines and fainter horizontal ones suggest that the board was made up
of several pieces of material such as slate. It is quite large, vertical in orientation, and
decoratively framed by a light-color border that in turn is surrounded on either side and below
by a dark-color border. Folds in the bottom portion suggest that the dark frame was in fact a
fabric hanging.

* Bull, “Women’s Rights and other ‘Reforms.’”
* Church Records, “Book No. 2,” entry dated February 13, 1860.
* Brown, p. 39; original quote is from the American Wesleyan, September 29, 1869.
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Was the blackboard extant in 18487 No mention of it is made in the contemporary
writings on the Women’s Rights Convention. Certainly a blackboard would have been a
valuable teaching aid to the Sabbath School instructors who presumably taught in the sanctuary.
The earliest known reference to the Sabbath School, however, is dated 1858.” Any physical
evidence of the blackboard, such as its method of attachment to the wall, was long ago destroyed
along with the chapel’s entire north wall. To conclude, insufficient information is available to
determine exactly when the blackboard was installed and if it existed in 1848.

Altar

An “altar” is a table used in worship, often for the ritual of communion. Mary Sherwood
Bull recalled that in 1848 the chapel had a “communion-table” that was on a “platform” along
with a “desk.”® While no references to the Wesleyans using the altar for communion have been
found, several entries in the church records for 1859 document the pastor “baptis[ing] by
sprinkling at the altar” (also spelled “alter”).”

The year 1869 was a turbulent one for the Wesleyans, and in April they reported that “one
Mahogany Marble Top Table”'®—along with other furniture—had been stolen from the chapel.
Although not identified as such, this may have been the altar.

The exact location of the altar in the front of the sanctuary and in relation to the pulpit is
difficult to ascertain. No table is visible in the interior photograph. One newspaper article,
recounting a confrontation that occurred October 31, 1869, mentions both the altar and the
pulpit. “Mr. Lyle . . . marched up the aisle, halted in the altar . . . and . . . commanded that
the pulpit be vacated . . . brother Demming . . . approached the altar from the other aisle....”""
This seems to imply that the altar was located somewhere in the vicinity of the pulpit.

9 Church Records, “Book No. 2,” entry dated October 4, 1858. It was then “Resolved that a public
collection be taken next Sabbath...for the benefit of the Sabbath School.”

% Bull, “Woman’s Rights and Other ‘Reforms.’”

% Church Records, “Book No. 2,” all entries dated 1859 including February 6, February 13,
February 27, March 23, April 17, and May 24.

10 ~hurch Records, “Book No. 1,” entry dated August 10, 1869.
o1 Brown, p. 24; original quote is from the American Wesleyan, November 3, 1869.
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Seats

The seats in the Wesleyan Chapel were known by several names, according to the church
records, including “slips,” “seats,” and “pews.”” Some income for the church was apparently
derived from “renting” of the seats, according to entries in the church records dated 1845, 1863,
1864, 1866, 1867, and 1868." In 1869, it was unanimously voted to waive the fee for one year
beginning May 1, 1869.'*

No seats from the original Wesleyan Chapel are known to survive today. What they
looked like is therefore based on one interior photograph of the sanctuary, the church records,
and newspaper accounts. The one interior view of the chapel, taken sometime after gas lighting
was installed in September 1858, shows the back of the seats in the center of the sanctuary
towards the front end of the room (fig. 1). Four rows of bench-style seats are discernible.
These are a dark color, separated down the middle by a low partition, and fitted with brackets to
hold books—most likely hymnals.

Although no seat numbers are visible in the photograph, they were painted on by 1863,
based on an entry in the church records in April for “painting numbers for seats $3.00.”'® That
two aisles were extant between the main-story pews may be ascertained from a newspaper
account dated 1869, which stated that “Mr. Lyle . . . marched up the aisle . . . [and] . . .
brother Demming . . . approached the altar from the other aisle. . . .”'%

Little is known about the seats in the gallery. Presumably they were of a bench-type
design similar to those on the main story, and were located on all three sides of the gallery.
Previous descriptions of the gallery floor have conjectured that it stepped down towards the
center of the room. The back seats thus would have been located at a higher level than the front
seats, enabling aii to see the sanctuary below.

In addition to seating for the congregation or audience, other seats were also available in
the chapel. Possibly located in the vicinity of the pulpit were “one Sofa . . . [and] four Sofa

‘® Church Records, “Book No. 1,” entry dated March 27, 1845; “Book No. 2,” entries dated
January 19, 1863; February 2, 1863; April 6, 1863; “Book No. 3,” entries dated April 4, 1864; April 2,
1866, April 8, 1867; April 6, 1868; and, “Book No. 4,” entry dated April 19, 1869.

' Church Records, “Book No. 1,” entry dated March 27, 1845; “Book No. 2,” entries dated
January 19, 1863; February 2, 1863; April 6, 1863; “Book No. 3,” entries dated April 4, 1864; April 2,
1866, April 8, 1867; April 6, 1868; and, “Book No. 4,” entry dated April 19, 1869.

' Church Records, “Book No. 4,” entry dated April 19, 1869.

" Church Records, “Book No. 2,” entry dated April 6, 1863.

‘ Brown, p. 24; original quote is from the American Wesleyan, November 3, 1869.
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Chairs,” all reported stolen in August 1869.'” Several months later, the Reverend Marshall
Frink described sitting “on the pulpit settee at the extreme end of the house opposite the gallery
at the foot of the pulpit steps, where every thing could be seen.”'”® A low balustrade apparently
separated the pulpit area (and “settee™) from the congregation, judging by the interior photo-
graph of the chapel (fig. 1). This balustrade was finished in a dark color similar to the bench
seating.

Musical In men

It is unclear from the documentation whether or not a musical instrument existed in the
chapel in the 1840’s. Not until 1861 is mention made of a “melodeon”; a document dating to
1865 refers to the purchase of a new “organ.”

An organized choir was part of the church service by the late 1850’s. This is apparent
from a reference dated December 1858 to granting the “choir . . . permission to use the prayer-
room Friday evenings for rehearsals.”'® Musical accompaniment for the choir is first mentioned
in June 1861, when Brother Metcalf was directed “to procure as large a sum as he could for
Sister Beary to pay her for services on Melodian [sic].”"® A melodeon is “a small reed organ in
which a suction draws air inward through the reeds.”""' Payments for servicing and playing the
melodeon were made in 1861 and 1862.'"7 Then, in May 1865, a committee was appointed “to
solicit subscriptions for an organ.”'” Sufficient funds had been raised by September of that year
to enable the trustees “to purchase an organ at a price not to exceed $400.”'"* In November, it
was “moved and carried that the Melodeon be sold [to] the highest bidder.”'* The new<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>