Wilson’s Creek National Battlefield

CIVIL WAR MUSEUM 

Teacher Guide
Primary Interpretive Theme (from LRIP): 

The Battle of Wilson’s Creek resulted partially from Missouri’s position as a western border (slave) state where social, economic, ethnic and political differences fueled animosities between groups.

Theme:

The artifacts in the Civil War Museum provide the opportunity to tell the story of the Civil War in the Trans-Mississippi Theater. These stories illustrate how and why the fighting in Missouri and west of the Mississippi River was much more personal, divisive and fierce than it was on the East Coast.
Outline
Introduction to museum: the museum is composed of artifacts from Trans-Mississippi Civil War battles and activity.  
Stop 1  - Stop in front of the John Brown case. Explain the Planter’s House Meeting and results which sent Missouri on her way to war, with the state split into two factions. Explain that Missouri was a slave state having entered the Union in 1821 as a result of the Missouri Compromise of 1820. There were Union supporters who were slave owners, for example, John Ray and there were those who supported the South, but held no slaves.

Stop 2 Move over to the Wilson’s Creek case explaining the role of General Lyon and his Federal troops and Generals Price and McCullough and their Missouri State Guard and Confederate Troops.  (Mention the first skirmish at Dug Springs near Clever.)  Point out some of the different bullets, difference in weapons (rifled, mini balls, Union), different uniforms, etc.  Talk about the Medal of Honor and the fact that 5 were earned at Wilson’s Creek (two of which are on display). 

Stop 3 – Stop in front of 1st National flag of the Confederacy, the Stars and Bars, and explain the importance of the Cherokee flag.  Explain that the Indians were also split. (“Pin” Cherokee’s were Union). At the battle of Newtonia, Indians fought each other. General Stand Waite was the only Cherokee to attain the rank of Maj. Gen. for the Confederates and, was the last Con. General to surrender on June 23, 1865.

Stop 4 – Have students sit in front of the Medical Case. Discuss women’s roles in the CW (ex. nurses, spies, soldiers, keeping the home fire burning). Then talk about CW medicine including disease, amputations, anesthetics, causes of death, the lack of connection of sanitation and germs, beginning of modern medice.

The Trans-Mississippi Theater included much more than the battle at Wilson’s Creek. The artifacts here help us to understand the complex nature of the Civil War and to illustrate the tragic ironies of the war. 
