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Wind Cave National Park

                                             26611 U.S. Highway 385

Hot Springs, South Dakota 57747

January 24, 2020
EMERGENCY CLOSURE ORDER

Pursuant to the authority described in Title 36 Code of Federal Regulations § 1.5 (a)(1), all lands west of National Park Service Road 5/Red Valley Road within external boundaries of Wind Cave National Park (See Map) will be temporarily closed to the public while the park implements management responsibilities related to the long term health of the resident Rocky Mountain Elk population. 

Closure Areas and Dates:

Backcountry Areas and trails:

· All backcountry areas and trails within the external boundaries of Wind Cave National Park, west of National Park Service Road 5 are closed from 30 minutes prior to official sunrise to 2:00 pm on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays.

Closure Dates:

· DATES: From February 4 through 6, 2020, and February 11 through 13, 2020. Please note this closure may be shortened or extended based on safety, resource protection, or environmental compliance considerations.

Notification:

· Public notice will be issued via the park website. Signs will also be posted to alert the public.

Exceptions:

· Park personnel, volunteers, contractors, and utility company personnel on official business are exempt.

· During this closure the Superintendent may occasionally authorize limited public entry by means of ranger guided tours or permits. 

· Roads and roadside pullouts remain open. 

Determination:  The National Park Service is undertaking a management operation to reduce presence of chronic wasting disease in the Rocky Mountain Elk population through the selective reduction of herd density.  Less restrictive measures will not meet the same critical objectives of minimizing pressure on the herd and reducing herd movement during the operational period. 
Questions concerning management actions and closures can be addressed by contacting the Superintendent at Wind Cave National Park (605-745-1129). 

David Thomson
Acting Park Superintendent 
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