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Welcome to Wind Cave National Park
 
D
ISCOVER TWO PARKS IN
 
ONE
!
 

 
 
How to Become a Junior Ranger
 
To become a Junior Ranger and earn your badge complete the following number of activities:
 
 

 
Ages 5 and under: complete 4 activities
 

 
Ages 6 to 9: complete 6 activities
 

 
Ages 10 to 14: complete 8 activities
 

 
Ages 15 and older: complete all of the activities
 
 
 
When you finish your book you can receive your Junior Ranger badge by sending your book to:
 
 
 
Wind Cave National Park
 
26611
 US Highway 385 
 
Hot Springs, SD 57747
 
As a Junior Ranger, you will discover what makes this park unique. You will 
learn how you can protect this park and its resources.  You will also 
recognize what you can do at home to protect nature.
 
Name
:
__________________________
 
Age:
__________
 






Mail my Junior Ranger Badge to:
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A Night at the Movies


Wind Cave National Park is full of stories and history. Many of those stories are told by rangers in videos on the park website[image: ], www.nps.gov/wica. 
Watch one of the videos on the website, such as: 
Buffalo Jump, CCC, Lakota Emergence Story, Elk Management, etc.

Which video did you watch? _________________________________

What was something that you liked about the video? ______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

List one fact that you found interesting or learned.
____________________________________________________________________________________________




Wind Cave is home to many different kinds of formations. What’s in a Cave?

Match the formation name with the pictures below.Word Bank:
Stalactite			Dog Tooth Spar			Flowstone
Frostwork			Popcorn				Boxwork


[image: Image result for frostwork wind cave][image: Image result for stalactite wind cave]


2.
1.

[image: Small crystals glistening inside a vug][image: Image result for wind cave flowstone][image: White nodules on a cave wall][image: click to see asset described as Boxwork]
4.
5.
6.
3.

Some animals are hard to find in the wild. Rangers look for signs like scat (poop) and tracks to learn about them. Tracks can tell us about an animal, like where it was going and how fast it was moving. Have you seen any tracks around where you live?  Who Was Hunting in the Prairie?

[image: click to see asset described as Black Footed Ferret]Solve the riddles below using the animals from the word bank. Then, draw the track to that animal in the box next to the riddle. 
[image: click to see asset described as A golden eagle taking flight from a rocky mountainside]I am the top predator at Wind Cave National Park.
I am part of the feline family. 
I can retract my claws so they don’t leave a mark. 
I am a __________________________




Draw Track
I am often found around prairie dog towns.
I howl to keep in touch with my fellow animals.
I am part of the canine family.
I am a ___________________________



Black Footed Ferret
Golden Eagle



[image: Related image][image: Related image][image: ][image: click to see asset described as Mountain Lion][image: click to see asset described as Coyote (Canis latrans), Point Reyes National Seashore, 2015.. Distinguish coyotes from the smaller gray fox at a distance: coyotes run with their tails pointing downward. These amazing runners are the fastest in the canid family and can reach up to 40 miles per hour in short bursts.]
Mountain Lion
Coyote



Draw Track
I am an endangered species. I live in the prairie dog burrows.
I have 5 toes.
I am part of the weasel family.
I am a __________________________



Draw Track



Draw Track
I hunt from the skies.
I live in nests.
I have a 6 to 7.5 ft. wingspan.
I am a ___________________________

Wildlife - Here and There?

Wind Cave National Park is mostly made up of mixed-grass prairie. Many of the species that live in this habitat are also found in other areas across the Great Plains. The habitat and wildlife on the prairie might be different than what you find near your home. 

What kinds of wildlife live near you?
· 
·  
·  
·  
· 


What kinds of habitats do you see near where you live?
· 
· 
·    
· 
[image: ]

Find the species list on the park website. To find it, go to “Learn About The Park,” then “Nature,” finally click on “Species List.” 

Compare your list of wildlife to the Wind Cave species list. Do any of the animals from where you live match the Wind Cave species list? 
If yes, what kinds of animals were they? If no, why do you think they are different?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[image: click to see asset described as Bison and pronghorn graze in Lamar Valley]

Take a Hike!

Going for a hike is a great way to see the many areas of the park. Wind Cave National Park has over 30 miles of hiking trails. 

[image: ]Take a virtual hike on one of the 360 Photo Stations. 
To find it on our website go to the “Learn About the Park” tab, go down to “Education” and click on “360 Photo Stations.”

Which trail did you pick? 
_____________________________________________


What would you take with you on the hike in real life? 
· 
1.  
2.  
3.  
4.  
5.  
6. 


The rangers at Wind Cave National Park always give wildlife plenty of space when they hike. What are some things you can do to stay safe while hiking on the trail?
· 
1.  
2.  
3. [image: green valley with stream running through it, a ranger flat hat is on the ground adjacent to wooden bridge] 
4.  
5.  
6. 








Can You Be a Cave Explorer?

[image: click to see asset described as Cave survey photo]Yes, you can! People have been exploring Wind Cave for over 100 years. The first to start exploring was Alvin McDonald in the 1890’s. Using just a tape measure, a string, a compass and a sketch pad he was able to map the first 8-10 miles of Wind Cave. 
Pick a room in your house. Survey, measure, and sketch out your “cave passageway.” Using the same skills that Alvin and the other explorers have used.
Use your imagination. Do any of the things found in your room remind you of cave formations? Are there formations on the walls? Are there big rocks in the room? Example:

Windowsill Ledge

Bed Rock
Bean-Bag Chair Flowstone

Stalactite Ceiling Fan


 

 
Home on the Range

Many People from America’s eastern cities moved out west in the 1800’s to farm and start a new life on undeveloped lands called homesteads. Pioneers faced many struggles including lack of water, bad weather, disease, and snake bites. Life was so difficult that many moved away, and these land later became part of Wind Cave National Park. One homestead, the Sanson Ranch is preserved in the park today.
[image: ]Avoid the obstacles as you find your way to the Sanson Ranch homestead.

Supermarket of the Plains


 
 
American Indians hunted bison in this area. These animals were important for survival, providing 
food as well as other useful items that we find 
in stores today.
. 
Below are some of the uses Native 
Americans had for different parts of the bison. 
 
For each part of the bison, write down a use from the list below.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Blanket
 
 
Water storage
 
Cups
 
Tools
 
Clothing
 
Glue
 
Fly swatter
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(
bones)
 
1)
 (hide) Blanket
 
2)
 (hide) 
 
(
bladder
)
 
(
)
horn
 
(
hoof)
 
(
tail)
 


The Family Tree of the Ecosystem

At Wind Cave National Park the prairie dog is the keystone species. A keystone species is important because almost every animal has an interaction with the prairie dog in some way.  Without the prairie dog many of the other species that live in Wind Cave National Park would not be able to survive.
Do you have a keystone species where you live? __________________________
Match up the animals and plants that rely on the prairie dog to how they rely on them. Can you think of another animal that might also rely on the prairie dog? Write it here:_____________________

[image: ]
   [image: click to see asset described as White-tailed prairie dog (Cynomys leucurus), Arches National Park, 2014.. This species lives at elevations between 5,000 - 10,000 feet, which is generally higher than most other prairie dog species. It can be found in Wyoming,  Colorado, Montana as well as parts of Utah. Unfortunately, this species exists in only about 8% of its original range. Many threats to this species exist, including being shot by humans as well as a disease called Sylvatic Plague that, sadly, affects all prairie dogs.]
Lives in the burrows
3.
Hunts around prairie dog towns but doesn’t hunt prairie dogs
Word Bank:
Burrowing Owl	Grasses
Bison		Ferret
Fertilizers
Prairie dogs are great gardeners, they dig up the ground, allowing more seeds and water into the soil.
1.
Prairie dogs improve the soil, giving them more grass to eat.
2.
Lives in the burrows
4.
Hunts prairie dogs
Word Bank
Alvin
Bison
Boxwork
Emergence
Ferret	
Maze
Ponderosa
Popcorn
Prairie Dog
Ranger
Trail
Wind Cave
Wind cave has been called two parks in one. One park is the cave; the other park is the prairie. All resources are important to the park.
Complete the crossword to learn about the resources found at Wind Cave National Park.
Wind Cave Crossword

[image: click to see asset described as Seven bull elk with antlers walk and graze in a prairie with bluffs in the background.]
Certificate of Completion

______________________________
Has Earned The Title of
Junior Ranger 
at Wind Cave National Park


___________________			_________________
         Park Ranger Signature                                                          Date










Online Junior Ranger Book answers

What’s in a Cave?
1. Stalactite
2. Frostwork
3. Boxwork
4. Popcorn
5. Dog Tooth Spar
6. Flowstone
Who Was Hunting in the Prairie?
1. Coyote
2. Mountain Lion
3. Black Footed Ferret
4. Golden Eagle

1. [image: ] 
2. [image: ] 
3. [image: ] 
4. [image: Related image] 


Supermarket of the Plains
Horn = cups
Hoof = Glue
Bladder = Water Storage
Bones = Tools 
Hide = Blanket & Clothing
Tail = Flyswatter
The Family Tree of the Ecosystem
1. Grasses
2. Bison
3. Black Footed Ferret
4. Burrowing Owls
Wind Cave Crossword
Down
2. Ranger
4. Trail
5. Boxwork
6. Prairie Dog
11. Maze



















Across
1. Popcorn
3. Alvin
6. Ponderosa
7. Wind Cave
8. Bison
9. Ferret
10. Emergence
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Track Detectives

Some animals are hard to find in the park. Rangers look for signs like scat (poop) and tracks to learn
about them. Tracks can tell us about an animal, like where it was going and how fast it was moving.
you seen any tracks in the park?

Solve the riddles below using the animals from the word bank. Then, draw the track of that animal \
in the box next to the riddle.

I am often found around prairie dog towns. Word Bank

T howl to keep in touch with my fellow animals. Coyote

I am part of the canine family. Rabbit
\apbr

Iama Draw track

Elk

Mountain Lion
I am part of the feline family. I can retract my

claws so they don't leave a mark.

I am rarely seen in the park.

T live about 12 years in the wild.

Iama Draw track

I am often food for other animals.

T have strong back legs that help me leap.

My young are called kits.
Draw track

Iama

Males grow antlers every year and shed them
during winter.

I live in herds.
My young weigh 30 to 35 pounds when born.
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