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White Sands and National Park Service Legacies: 
Securing the Future by Preserving the Past

second century of stewardship, the 
centennial celebrates achievements 
of the past, but moreover, focuses 
on the future; on engaging 
communities through recreation, 
conservation, and historic 
preservation programs. 

As President Lyndon B. Johnson 
expressed, on signing the 
Wilderness Act of 1964:

If future generations are to 
remember us with gratitude rather 
than contempt, we must leave them 
something more than the miracles 
of technology. We must leave them 
a glimpse of the world as it was in 
the beginning, not just after we got 
through with it.

As in the past 100 years, the 
National Park Service continues 
to captivate and inspire millions.  

By Jacqueline Vallejos, Park Ranger

Welcome to White Sands 
National Monument, 

where you become part of 
a legacy going back 10,000 
years, from when Paleoindians 
and mammoths wandered 
through the basin to the Apache 
occupation and western 
expansion. Today, visitors from 
all over the world come to 
enjoy the spectacular sunsets, 
expansive blue skies, and quiet 
solitude of the dunes. In 1933 
President Herbert Hoover set 
aside White Sands National 
Monument for its “features of 
scenic, scientific, and educational 
interest.” White Sands National 
Monument became part of the 
National Park Service (NPS)—
now celebrating its own 100 year 
legacy this year.  Embarking on a 

It shows us beauty in nature, 
history, and culture. It gives us 
a sense of pride in our country, 
and appreciation for our unique 
resources in each city, state, 
or landmark.  It shares with us 
recreational space to escape from 
the stress of work or home, and 
gives us unforgettable memories 
with our families. 

From the caverns of Carlsbad 
to the massive buildings of the 
ancestral Pueblo peoples of 
Chaco Culture, from the black 
Malpais rock formations to the 
glistening White Sands – our 
parks offer something different 
for everyone.  Find yours and 
share your story at findyourpark.
org.

As the National Park Service wraps up 
a year of centennial celebrations, vis-

itors are finding their parks, visitation has 
increased at White Sands and nationwide, 
and 4th graders are exploring parks!

We at White Sands are excited about 2017 
and the 2nd Century. We are learning 
more about gypsum dune formation and 
the importance of water in this dynamic 
landscape.  We are finding more Ice Age 
footprints and researching weather and 
climate. We have refreshed all outdoor 
interpretive media in the monument.  We 
identified critical resource values and sig-
nificances of the monument and complet-
ed a condition assessment of the natural 
resources of the monument. Please view 
these and other documents at www.nps.
gov/whsa/learn/management/manage-
mentdocs.htm.

I hope that in the 2nd Century of the 
National Park Service you will find your 
park and create lasting connections and 
memories! 

Sincerely, 
Marie Frías Sauter  
Superintendent
whsa_superintendent@nps.gov
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Guns in Parks
As of February of 2010, federal law allows 
anyone who can legally possess firearms to bring 
them into the park in accordance with state laws 
but not inside federal buildings.

Drones in the Monument 
As of September of 2014, all forms of unmanned 
aircrafts are prohibited within the monument.

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA™
The National Park Service cares for the special 
places saved by the American people so that all 
may experience our heritage.

From time to time, White Sands 
Missile Range performs missile tests 

that may close Highway 70 to traffic.   
Depending on the nature of the testing, 
they may also require us to close Dunes 
Drive for a few hours. During these 
times, the visitor center remains open. 
Visitors are invited to view the museum 
exhibits or peruse the park store and 
gift shop while they wait for the drive 
to reopen. For information about 
missile-related closures call White 
Sands Missile Range at 575-678-1178 
or White Sands National Monument at 
575-479-6124 ext. 236.

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY, CALL 911  
OR (575) 437-2210 24-hours a day
During monument hours, contact a park ranger by 
calling the visitor center at (575) 479-6124, ext. 236 
or the entrance station at ext. 206.

Information and Services 

 Visitor Center & Gift Shop 
 The visitor center and gift shop  
are open 364 days a year, closing only on        
December 25.  Hours of operation vary by 
season. Please call for specific times or for 
information on missile closures.

 Dunes Drive 
            Hours for the Dunes Drive vary by 
season. Due to missile testing or inclement 
weather, it is sometimes closed. Please 
call ahead to confirm hours or check our 
website at www.nps.gov/whsa.

 Restrooms 
 Restrooms are located in the small 
building next to the visitor center. For your 
convenience, vault toilets are also provided 
near picnic areas and along Dunes Drive.

Accessibility 
The visitor center, auditorium, 
museum, gift shop, restrooms and 
boardwalk are wheelchair accessible. 

 Bicycles 
 Bicycling is permitted on Dunes 
Drive. Helmets are recommended for your 
safety. Be aware of vehicles especially on 
blind curves.

 Backcountry Camping 
 Vehicle camping is not allowed in the 
park. Ten primitive backcountry sites may be 
available. Ask in the visitor center to obtain a 
permit.  First-come, first-served; no advance 
reservations; special fees apply.

 Picnic Areas 
 There are three established picnic  
areas in the monument with canopied tables 
and grills. These picnic sites are available 
on a first-come, first-served basis. Tables 
cannot be reserved in advance.

 Pets 
 Pets are permitted in the monument 
but must be under control at all times and 
restrained by a leash six feet long or shorter; 
you are required to clean up after your pet.  
Pets are not permitted inside any buildings.

 Recycling 
 Containers for aluminum and  
plastic recyclable items are located at 
the visitor center and in the picnic areas. 
Help keep the park clean and place your 
recyclables in these receptacles.

 Fees 
 Entrance fees are $5 per adult. 15 
years and under are free. Federal park 
passes are accepted and are available at 
the entrance station. Credit/debit cards 
accepted.

$

 ATVs and Off-Roading 
 ATVs and other off-road vehicles are 
not allowed in the monument. Driving on 
the dunes or interdunal areas is strictly  
prohibited. Violators will be fined.

 Alcohol 
 Alcohol is prohibited in the park 
from Feb. 1st through May 31st.  It is 
allowed the remainder of the year.

 Sledding 
 Sledding on the dunes is allowed in 
the loop portion of Dunes Drive, where 
there is little to no vegetation. When  
choosing a sledding location, make sure you 
will not be sledding into the road.  New and 
used sleds are available for sale in the gift 
shop. Visitors who return their sleds with a 
receipt can sell them back for a portion of 
the purchase price. 

Missile Tests and Road Closures
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在紧急情况下，拨打 911
緊急の場合には、 911 を
呼び出します

만일의 경우 , 911 에 전화

谨防道路和沙丘结冰

游客可能很难发现沙丘上的冰冻水，因此
为了安全起见，请减慢速度，并轻踩刹车
防止打滑；冬天沙丘会结冰，从而变得比
夏天更坚硬，虽然这可以使雪橇划得更
快，但也使摔倒时伤得更重，甚至会引起
骨折。

凍った道路や凍結砂丘に
注意してください

빙판 길과 언 모래언덕을 
주의하세요

砂丘で凍結した場所を見つけるのは難しい
かもしれません。安全のため、速度を落と
し、横滑りしないようにブレーキをゆっく
りかけてください。砂丘は、冬は凍結する
ため、夏に比べてかなり硬くなっており、
滑りやすくなっていますので、注意が必要
です。

모래언덕위에 얼어있는 물을 알아보는 것은 
어려울 수 있습니다. 안전을 위해 속도를 
낮추고 미끄러지는 것을 방지하기 위해 
브레이크를 부드럽게 밟아주세요. 겨울에 
모래언덕은 얼기 때문에 여름에 비해 훨씬 
딱딱합니다. 이는 썰매타기를 더 빠르게 
하지만, 그만큼 추락할 경우 더많이 다치고 
심지어 뼈까지 부러질 수 있습니다.

饮用足够的水

由于在游览过程中人不会出汗，所以不容
易察觉到人体正在脱水；建议每位游客每
天喝一加仑的水，并食用充足的高能量零
食来获得体力。

常に水分を補給しまし 
ょう

汗をかかないので、脱水症状を起こして
いることに気がつかないことがありま
す。1人あたり1日最低1ガロン（3.8リッ
トル）の水を携行することをお勧めしま
す。元気にハイキングするために高エネ
ルギーのスナックもたくさん摂りましょ
う。  

자주 휴식을 취하세요

일사병은 순식간에 발생할 수
있습니다. 태양으로부터 자주 휴식을
취하세요. 모든 피크닉 테이블은 그늘
속에 있습니다. 휴식을 취하는 동안,
더위로부터 몸을 회복할 수 있도록
물을 섭취하는 것을 잊지마세요.

日落以后气温骤降—降幅达華氏 20 度到 30
度；穿衣要适合白天的气温，并备有日落后穿
的保暖衣物。

保持温暖

日没後、気温は大幅に下がります（華氏
20～30 度程度、摂氏 11～16 度程度）
。その日の天候に適した服を着用し、日
没後のために暖かい上着をお持ちくださ
い。

上着を余分に

일몰후에 온도는 순식간에 20 에서 30
도 사이까지 떨어집니다. 그 날의 날씨에 
적합한 옷을 입고 일몰후를 위해 따뜻한 
옷도 챙기세요.

자주 휴식을 취하세요

知道自己所在的位置
自分の位置を確認
しましょう

본인의 위취를
알아두세요

바람은 모래언덕을 이동하고 발자취를 
지웁니다. GPS도 소용없을 수 있습니다. 
주의를 기울여 트레일 표지를 따라가세요. 
나침반과 충분히 충전된 핸드폰을 
소지하시고 랜드마크(주요지형지물)가 
보이는 곳에 있으세요. 절대로 혼자서 
등반하지 마세요.

在沙丘中挖洞乐趣横生，但要保持警惕，
因为沙丘会移动且沙子很重，因此挖的洞
可能会坍塌，将人掩埋，从而引起窒息。

挖洞有危险 ! !
砂丘に穴を掘ることは楽しいことです
が、砂丘は移動すること、また砂は重い
ということを心に留めておいてくださ
い。ハイキングしている人たちの上に穴
が崩れ落ちた場合、窒息することになる
のです。

危険ですから掘らないで !
모래언덕에 구멍을 파는 것은 재밌겠지만, 
모래언덕이 이동하고 모래가 무겁다는 것을 
기억하세요. 구멍이 몸쪽으로 붕괴될 수 
있고 이로 인해 질식할 수 있습니다. 

땅을 파는 것은 위험해요

戴帽子和太阳镜，沙子会反射太阳光，所
以要在身体暴露在外的所有地方涂抹防晒
霜，即使在冬天也应如此。

做好准备

帽子とサングラスを着用してください。
白い砂は日光を反射するため、日に当た
る部分には、冬でも日焼け止めをお勧め
します。

服装アドバイス

모자와 선글라스를 착용하세요. 모래가 
태양을 반사하므로 심지어 겨울에도 자외선 
차단제를 드러나는 모든 부위에 바르세요. 

준비해 두세요 
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強風が吹くと、砂丘が移動し、足跡も消
えてしまいます。GPS を過信せず、コー
ス標識に従ってください。コンパスとフ
ル充電された携帯電話を携行し、常に目
印に注意してください。単独でのハイキ
ングは絶対にしないでください。

风会使沙丘移动，从而消除掉人的行迹，
因此使用GPS导航并不可靠；要注意并遵循
行迹标示物，携带指南针，并给手机充满
电，保持在地标可视范围内；不要独自远
足。

Know the 
temperature 
before you hike. It 
is recommended 
that you do not 
start a hike if the 
temperature is 
at or above 85°F 
(30°C).

Safety Messages!

We know it is tempting to take home a  
souvenir, but even attempting to remove 

natural objects from within the monument is not 
just a matter of taking home a small bag of sand or 
a really cool selenite crystal. It is also a matter of 
robbing others from the chance to enjoy them, too.

And, if that’s not bad enough, consider that it is also 
a violation of federal law (36 CFR 2.1) that carries 
with it a hefty fine and can result in criminal charges!

Remember water 
is life! Bring 
enough to
survive. Drink 
water before you 
start hiking.
Have at least one 
gallon (4L) of 
water per
person per day 
and high-energy 
snacks such
as fruit and nuts.
A fully charged 
cell phone is also 
recommended.

Visitors are welcome to ride their horses in the 
monument. Visitors with horses are required 

to check-in at the entrance station and receive a 
horse use permit. Unload only at the horse area 
(see map on page 5). Do not ride on Dunes Drive, 
any established trails, or through any of the picnic 
areas. Please pick-up after your horse. Horses are 
not permitted in the monument during missile 
tests.

Are horses allowed in the monument?

The sand, plants, crystals, and animals of 
the monument are national treasures.



Zu Ihrer Sicherheit

IM NOTFALL WÄHLEN SIE 911 ODER 
(575) 437-2210, 24 Stunden am Tag.
Während der Öffnungszeiten können Sie 
einen Park Ranger erreichen, indem Sie 
das Besucherzentrum unter (575) 479-6124, 
Anschluss  236, oder die Einfahrtstation, 
Anschluss 206, anrufen.

EN CAS D’URGENCE, MARQUEZ 911 
OU (575) 437-2210, 24 heures sur 24.
Pendant les heures d’ouverture du 
monument, contactez un gardien de parc 
au centre de visiteurs au numéro  
(575) 479-6124 poste 236 ou au guichet 
avec le poste 206.

Vorsicht bei vereisten Straßen und gefrorenen Dünen

Graben ist gefährlich

Seien Sie auf die Wüste vorbereitet

Es macht Spaß, Löcher in die Dünen zu 
graben. Denken Sie immer daran, daß die 
Dünen sich bewegen und daß der Sand 
schwer ist. Höhlen könnten über Ihnen 
zusammenbrechen und Sie ersticken.

Tragen Sie einen Hut und eine Sonnenbrille. 
Da der Sand die Sonnenstrahlen auch 
von unten reflektiert,  sollten Sie jederzeit 
für alle unbedeckten Hautflächen 
Sonnenschutzmittel benutzen, selbst im 
Winter! Nehmen Sie ein voll aufgeladenes 
Handy mit.

Nach Sonnenuntergang fallen die 
Temperaturen dramatisch ab; der Unterschied 
kann bis zu 15 Grad Celsius betragen. Tragen 
Sie tagsüber dem Wetter angemessene 
Kleidung und stellen sicher, dass warme Sachen 
griffbereit sind, wenn es Abend wird.

Sie können Wasser nur beim Besucherzentrum 
des Monuments bekommen. Im Dünengebiet 
gibt es kein Wasser. Sie werden wahrscheinlich 
nicht merken, wie Ihr Körper Flüssigkeit 
verliert, weil Sie nicht schwitzen. Wir 
empfehlen eine Gallone (etwa dreieinhalb 
Liter) Wasser pro Person pro Tag. Essen 
Sie auch immer wieder Snacks mit hohem 
Energiegehalt, damit Sie nicht schlapp machen.

Es ist schwieriger als anderswo, zwischen den Dünen 
gefrorene Nässe zu erkennen. Zu Ihrer Sicherheit sollten Sie 
Ihre Geschwindigkeit reduzieren und nur sanft bremsen, 
um die Kontrolle über Ihr Fahrzeug nicht zu verlieren. Die 
Dünen überfrieren im Winter, wodurch sie wesentlich härter 
als im Sommer sind. Das Rutschen und Schlittenfahren wird 
schneller und dadurch auch gefährlicher und kann sogar zu 
Bruchverletzungen führen.

Das Frühjahr ist unsere windigste Jahreszeit. 
Der Wind verlagert die Dünen und verweht 
Ihre Spuren. Im Nahbereich kann ein 
GPS unzuverlässig sein. Achten Sie auf die 
Wegmarkierungen, nehmen Sie einen Kompass 
mit, benutzen Sie die Karte in der Parkzeitung 
und behalten Sie Orientierungspunkte im Auge. 
Wandern Sie nie allein.

Trinken Sie viel Wasser

Prenez garde des routes glacées et dunes congelés

Les couches de glace en les routes et sur les dunes sont 
très difficiles à détecter. Pour raisons de sécurité, diminuez 
votre vitesse et freinez doucement pour éviter le dérapage. 
Les dunes gèlent pendant l’hiver, alors ils sont plus durs 
que pendant l’été. Ceci fait le traîneau plus rapide, mais les 
chutes sont plus douloureuses et peuvent causer  
des fractures.

Creuser des trous en les dunes est 
amusant, mais gardez en mémoire que les 
dunes se déplacent et le sable est lourd. 
Les trous peuvent s’effondrer sur vous et 
peuvent vous suffoquer.  

Portez un chapeau et lunettes de soleil. 
Appliquez un écran solaire à  la peau 
exposée parce que le sable réfléchit le 
soleil. Portez des vêtements amples et clairs 
pour aidez-vous restez frais. 

Verlieren Sie nicht die Orientierung

Denken Sie an warme Kleidung!

Creuser peut être dangereux

Soyez prêt

!!

Sachez où vous êtes

Le printemps est la saison des vents. Les  
vents déplacent les dunes et effacent vos  
traces. Les GPS peuvent être pas fiables. 
Suivez les sentiers balisés, utilisez une 
boussole,  et ne perdez pas de vue les points 
de repère.  Ne faites jamais de randonnée 
seul.

La température descend drastiquement 
depuis le coucher du soleil, en descendant 
de 20 – 30 degrés fahrenheit pendant la 
nuit.  Portez des vêtements appropriés pour 
la journée et portez plus des vêtements 
pour s’habiller depuis du coucher du soleil. 

Il est possible que vous ne sachiez pas 
si vous êtes déshydraté(e) parce que 
peut-être vous ne  transpirez pas. Nous 
recommandons un gallon d’eau par 
personne par journée. Mangez des 
collations à haute énergie pour conserver 
sa vitalité. 

Buvez beaucoup d’eau

Restez au chaud!

Informationen 
zum Monument

Information
du Monument
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Información y Servicios del Monumento

• ¡Manténganse abrigado!

• ¡Siempre sepa dónde está! 

• ¡Tenga cuidado con las dunas y caminos congelados! 

• ¡Cavar es peligroso! 

• ¡Este preparado!  

Cavar hoyos en las dunas es divertido, pero tenga en mente que las dunas se 
mueven y la arena es pesada.  Los agujeros pueden derrumbarse sobre usted, y lo 
pueden asfixiar.

Use un sombrero y gafas para el sol. Aplique protector solar en todas las partes del 
cuerpo expuestas porque  la arena refleja el sol, incluso en invierno.

Las temperaturas descienden drásticamente después de la puesta del sol - Entre 
20 y 30 grados. Use ropa que sea apropiada para el clima del día y llevar ropa más 
caliente después de la puesta del sol.

Es posible que no se dé cuenta que se está deshidratado porque no está sudando. 
Le recomendamos 4 litros (un galón) de agua por persona al día. 

Capas finas de hielo en la carretera y sobre las dunas son muy difíciles de detectar. 
Por razones de seguriadad, disminuya su velocidad y frene suavemente para evitar 
derrapes. Las dunas se congelan en el invierno, esto crea una superficie mucho 
más dura que durante el verano. El trineo va más rápido, pero también hace que 
las caídas duelan más e incluso puede resultar en huesos rotos.

El GPS puede ser poco fiable. Utilice los senderos que están marcados, lleve una 
brújula y mantenga puntos de referencia a la vista. Nunca vaya a explorar solo.

• ¡Beba mucha agua!  

¡Cómo Mantenerse Seguro!

!

  Picnic 
  Las áreas de picnic se encuentran en la 
porción del recodo de Dunes Drive.  Hay tres 
áreas de picnic “Primrose”, “Roadrunner” y 
“Yucca”.  Las áreas de picnic están disponibles 
por orden de llegada.  No se pueden reservar 
de antemano.  Cada sitio tiene una mesa de 
picnic con sombra y parrilla.

  Trineo 
  Bajar las dunas en trineo es muy 
divertido. Los trineos se pueden comprar en 
la tienda de regalos. El trineo se permite en la 
parte del recodo de Dunes Drive alrededor de 
milla 6 (10 km)  de Dunes Drive. Seleccione un 
lugar para trineo que está lejos de las áreas con 
vegetación y de las áreas con tráfico.

White Sands Missile Range conduce  
pruebas de misiles y tecnología especial; 

a veces esto requiere que cierren la carretera 70.  
Según el tipo de prueba, también nos obligan a 
cerrar Dunes Drive por algunas horas.  Durante 
los cierres de carreteras, el centro de visitantes 
está abierto.  Puede explorar las exhibiciones del 
museo; visitar la librería o la tienda de regalos, 
mientras espera a que se vuelva a abrir Dunes 
Drive. Para más informacion sobre cierres 
relacionados con misiles llame a White Sands 
Missile Range al 575-678-1178 o White Sands 
National Monument al 575-479-6124 ext. 236.

Las pruebas de misiles y cierres 
de carreteras

 La carretera del parque
 Dunes Drive es un camino de 8 
millas (13 km) por el corazón de dunas de 
yeso. Son 16 millas (26 km) en coche de ida 
y vuelta, volviendo al centro de visitantes 
en 45 minutos sin contar las paradas. Las 
primeras 5 millas (8 km) de Dunes Drive están 
pavimentadas y las últimas 3 millas (5 km) del 
camino son de yeso compacto. El camino es 
apropiado para automóviles, motocicletas, 
vehículos de recreo y autobuses. A lo largo 
del camino se encuentran paradas de 
información, senderos, áreas de picnic y áreas 
de estacionamiento para parar y caminar por 
las dunas.

 Taquilla de entrada 
 El costo para entrar al monumento es 
$5 por persona de 16 años de edad o más. Los 
niños de 15 años y menor entran gratis. Guarde 
su recibo, sirve para entrar al parque seis días 
adicionales. Se aceptan y se pueden adquirir 
pases de parques federales en la taquilla de 
entrada. Se acepta dinero en efectivo, cheques, 
cheques de viajero, y tarjetas de crédito o débito.

  Baños Públicos 
  Los baños públicos principales están situados 
en el edificio al lado del centro de visitantes. También 
hay baños primitivos localizados a lo largo de Dunes 
Drive y en las áreas de picnic. 

EN CASO DE EMERGENCIA, LLAME 911 o (575) 437-2210 
24-horas al dia
Durante este horario, póngase en contacto con un guardaparques llamando al centro 
de visitantes (575) 479-6124, ext. 236 o la estación de entrada ext. 206.

Los parques nacionales están obligados a 
proteger y preservar todos los recursos del 

parque para las generaciones actuales y futuras. 
Necesitamos su ayuda.  Le pedimos que no quite 
ningun tipo de planta, anímal, arena o cualquier 
otro objeto natural o cultural. Si cada visitante 
llevara algo con ellos, esto tendría un gran 
impacto sobre lo que las generaciones futuras 
podrían encontrar aquí, en White Sands National 
Monument. También es una violación de la ley 
federal (36 CFR 2.1) que lleva una multa grande y 
puede resultar en cargos criminales.

  Caminata 
  Tómese unos minutos para explorar 
el parque a pie. Los senderos le permiten 
explorar las maravillas del monumento. Puede 
disfrutar de cinco senderos diferentes en 
el monumento. Tenemos senderos fáciles y 
senderos más difíciles para los excursionistas 
con más experiencia. 

 Centro de Visitantes 
 Cuando entra a White Sands National 
Monument verá el hermoso centro de visitantes 
de adobe a su derecha. El centro de visitantes es 
histórico y fue construido de 1936 a 1938. Los 
ladrillos de adobe están hechos de materiales 
disponibles en el área: arena, paja y agua. 
En el centro de visitantes se puede obtener 
información sobre los programas diarios que 
son dirigidos por guardaparques; puede ir de 
compras en la  librería, explorar el museo y 
quedarse hipnotizado por las vistas de White 
Sands National Monument en nuestra película de 
orientación de alta definición. La zona del centro 
de visitantes también se conecta a la tienda 
de regalos. En la tienda de regalos se venden 
refrescos, recuerdos y trineos.  Sólo se puede 
obtener agua en el centro de visitantes. No hay 
agua disponible en el campo de dunas.

Comience su exploración de White Sands 
National Monument en el museo. Las 
exhibiciones le ayudarán a entender la 
geología de las dunas de yeso y  las estrategias 
de sobrevivencia de la flora y la fauna en este 
ambiente hostil. El teatro está localizado al lado 
del museo. La película, “A Land in Motion” dura 
17 minutos y empieza cada media hora.  Las 
exhibiciones y la película se presentan en inglés y 
en español.
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Comment Rester en Sécurité

Sepa la 
temperatura antes 
de empezar una 
caminata. Es 
recomendado 
que no empiece 
una caminata si 
la temperatura 
es más de 30°C 
(85°F).

¡Recuerde que el agua es 
vida! Cargue suficiente 
agua para sobrevivir. 
Tome agua antes de em-
pezar una caminata.
Lleve consigo al menos 
4 litros (1 galón) de agua 
por persona por día y 
refrigerios de alta energía 
como frutas, nueces y 
cacahuates.
Recomendamos que lleve 
un celular con una batería 
completamente cargada. 

$

La arena, las plantas, los cristales 
de selenita, y los animales del 
monumento son tesoros nacionales.

¡Mensajes de seguridad!



Things to Do Staying Safe

 Sunset Strolls     
 Take a leisurely one-hour, ranger-guided walk through the sand 
dunes and learn about the geology, plants, and animals of this unique 
area. Offered daily, one hour before sunset. Program is free.

2016-17 Fall/Winter 
Schedule of Events

Hiking White Sands

Venturing out onto any of our five established trails 
provides you with an opportunity to experience the 

timeless majesty and wonder of the dunes. We invite you 
to take a trek into the heart of dunefield and explore this 
magnificent place.

 Skins and Skulls 
 Join a ranger and learn how to identify many of the animals at 
White Sands National Monument. Daily at 3 pm Memorial Day through 
Labor Day and weekends the rest of the year. Program is free.

• Drink plenty of water !

• Stay Warm! 

• Know where you are!

• Beware of icy roads and frozen dunes!

• Dangerous digging!

• Be prepared!

Digging holes in the dunes is fun but keep in 
mind that the dunes move and the sand is heavy. 
Holes can collapse on you and which can lead to 
suffocation.

Wear a hat and sunglasses. The sand reflects the 
sun so apply sunscreen to all exposed areas even 
in winter.  Keep a jacket handy in case it gets cold.

Temperatures drop drastically after sunset— 
anywhere from 20 to 30 degrees. Wear clothing 
that is appropriate for the day’s weather and carry 
warmer clothing after sunset.

You may not realize you are dehydrated because 
you are not sweating. We recommend one gallon 
(4 liters) of water per person per day. Eat plenty 
of high energy snacks like trail mix and granola to 
keep you going.

It may be harder to spot frozen water on the 
dunes. For safety reasons, decrease your speed 
and brake gently to avoid skidding. The dunes 
freeze in winter so they are much harder than in 
the summer. This makes sledding faster but it also 
makes falls hurt more and can even break bones.

Wind moves dunes and erases your tracks. GPS 
can be unreliable. Use park trail markers, carry a 
compass, and keep landmarks in sight. Never hike 
alone.

Visiting White Sands National Monument is an exciting 
experience but it is very important to safely enjoy the park. It is 

up to you to make sure you understand the nature of the environment 
you are entering and to be aware of hazards you may encounter. 
Please take a moment to read through the safety tips below.

!
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Plan Ahead and Prepare

Travel and Camp on
Durable Surfaces

Dispose of Waste
Properly

Leave What You Find

No Campfires

Respect Nature

Be Considerate of Other
Visitors

Leave No Trace
The seven Leave No Trace Principles are 
about making good decisions to protect 
the world around you in which we all 
must live. 

Step 1:   
Download Avenza PDF 
Maps app from Google 
Play or Apple Store to your 
mobile device.

Step 2: 
Scan the QR code 
below to download the 
georeferenced map from 
our website.

Step 3:
Open the georeferenced 
map inside Avenza PDF 
Maps.

The little blue dot will 
show you where you are in 
the monument!

Our georeferenced map 
will show you where you 
are in real time.
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Tres Hermanos - 6 miles 
southeast of visitor center

Sacramento Mountains - 30 
miles east of visitor center 
towards Alamogordo

San Andres Mountains - 20 
miles west of visitor center
towards Las Cruces

Sierra Blanca - 67 miles 
northeast of visitor center

White Water Tower - 1 mile 
southeast of visitor center

Orientation  
Landmarks

Playa Trail
Length: 0.5 mile (800m) round-trip
Trail marker color: Green
Trail marker symbol: Heart
Average Completion Time: 30 minutes
Difficulty: Easy
The Playa Trail is a short, level hike leading to a 
small playa. Playas are shallow depressions or 
low-lying areas that temporarily fill with rainwater 
from storms. *Trail is currently closed. 

Dune Life Nature Trail*
Length: 1 mile (1.6 km) round-trip
Trail marker color: Blue
Trail marker symbol: Clubs
Average Completion Time: 1 hour
Difficulty: Moderate
Enjoy this family-oriented trail and learn how 
about our native plants and animals in the dune-
field. *Trail is currently closed. 

Interdune Boardwalk
Length 0.4 (650m) round-trip
Average Completion Time: 20 minutes
Difficulty: Easy
Fully accessible for people using wheelchairs and strollers, the 
boardwalk leads you through a fragile interdune area.

Alkali Flat Trail
Length: 5 miles (8 km) round-trip
Trail marker color: Red
Trail marker symbol: Diamond
Average Completion Time: 3 hours
Difficulty: Strenuous
Leading you through the heart of the dunes, the 
Alkali Flat Trail skirts the edge of what is now the 
final remnant of Lake Otero, once a 1,600-square-
mile lake.

Backcountry Camping Trail
Length: 2 miles (3.5 km) round-trip
Trail marker color: Orange
Trail marker symbol: Spade
Average Completion Time: 1.5 hours
Difficulty: Moderate
Hiked most frequently by backpackers, this trail 
is also open to visitors that want a shorter hike 
through the heart of the dunes.

A Special Map For 
Safety!

Schedule is subject to change. Activities may be cancelled due to weather or missile 
range activities. Visit www.nps.gov/whsa for call 575-479-6124 ext. 236 for more 
information. Monument entrance fees are $5.00 per person anyone 16-years and 
older; children 15-years old and under are free.

 Step into the Past
 Join us for a one-hour program on the history of the Tularosa 
Basin. Topics vary. and program times vary Visit our website at www.nps.
gov/whsa for dates and details. 

 Full Moon Bike Ride
 Program offered in April 2017. Take a leisurely bike ride through 
the monument. No cars are allowed during the event.  Reservations 
required and accepted one month in advance. Program and entrance 
fees apply. Visit www.nps.gov/whsa for more information.

 Sunrise Photography
 Program offered in March 2017. Join a ranger for an early 
morning program on sunrise photography. Reservations required. 
Program and entrance fees apply. For more information, visit our website 
at www.nps.gov/whsa. 



Junior Rangers

Our Partners
White Sands Trading 

Gift Shop is the 
official concessioner of 
White Sands National 
Monument, authorized by 
the NPS to serve the public. 
We have proudly joined the 
NPS in preserving this rich 
ecosystem for generations 

Riley’s Wordsearch 
Oh no! Riley has a problem—she has to 
find a bunch of terms that have gotten all 
mixed in with a bunch of random letters. 
She’s having a really  hard time!

There are so many things you can find out 
at White Sands. Test your observation skills 
and see if you can help Riley find all the 
words in the word search below.

Parks of Yesterday 
and Today:
A timeline of New Mexico 
National Parks
As we celebrate the 100th Anniversary of 
the National Park Service, take a look back 
at some of the many sites that have been 
established throughout New Mexico.
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Help!

to come. We offer meaningful mementos that educate, recall, and pay 
tribute to the diverse facets of the Tularosa Basin.
 
You’ll find many unique gifts and souvenirs including Native 
American jewelry, local handcrafts and art, plus T-shirts, mugs, 
postcards, and New Mexico-made food.  To enjoy the unique 
experience of sledding down the dunes, sand disks are also available! 
In keeping with our environmental stewardship, we buy them 
back for a portion of the original price so other visitors can reuse 
them.  A portion of our sales go directly back to the monument. We 
appreciate your support of our local economy and park! 

• December 8, 1906 
El Morro National Monument

• March 11, 1907 
Chaco Canyon National Monument

• November 16, 1907 
Gila Cliff Dwellings National Monument

• November 1, 1909 
Gran Quivira National Monument

• February 11, 1916 
Bandelier National Monument

• January 24, 1923 
Aztec Ruins National Monument

• October 25,1923 
Carlsbad Cave National Monument

• January 18, 1933 
White Sands National Monument

• June 28, 1954 
Fort Union National Monument

• June 28, 1965 
Pecos National Monument

• December 31, 1980 
Salinas National Monument

• December 31, 1987 
El Malpais National Monument

• June 27, 1990 
Petroglyph National Monument

• December 12, 2014 
Manhattan Project National Historic Park

• October 1,2015 
Valles Caldera National Preserve

Since 1938 WNPA has worked as a 
non-profit partner of the NPS to 

connect new generations to parks in 
meaningful ways with one clear goal: 
create advocates who will preserve 
and protect these special places for 
everyone, for all time.

Your purchase of educational and 
interpretive items from the WNPA 
park store in the Visitor Center 
directly supports the development of 
products, ongoing research, programs, 
and the interpretive and educational 
mission here at White Sands National 
Monument and for the National Park 
Service as a whole.  Help us continue 
to tell America’s stories and, to make 
the national park experience possible 
for everyone.


