White Sands VS Kalahari

WebQuest – Biology –White Sands National Monument 

Research is basically having a question and systematically going about and finding an answering to this question. For example why is White Sands National Monument here?

White Sands National Monument protects the geologically unique gypsum dunefields, and the flora and fauna living within them, while providing educational, research, and recreational opportunities compatible with the protection of the resources and maintenance of the solitude and silence of the dunes. 

How do we go about protecting the unique gypsum dunefields and the flora and fauna living within them?  To protect the cultural and natural resources at White Sands NM we need to answer four questions?
1. What do we have?
2. What can affect it?
3. How do we protect it?
4. How can we use what we learned in other areas and from other areas?

The challenge for parks is to know the status of their cultural and natural resources within their boundaries.  There may even be cultural and natural resources that have yet to be discovered.  Decisions made today may adversely affect an undiscovered resource tomorrow.  It is important to have a science based inventory and monitoring system in place to track plants, animals and other resources such as water, air quality and climate for now and in the future. 

White Sands National Monument is unique in respect to geology, geography, biotic and abiotic features. Due to the arid environment many organisms have adapted to limit the need for water. 

This type of adaptation can be seen in many of the Earth’s desert biomes. This Web Quest will take you on an investigative journey into White Sand National Monument located in the Chihuahua and into the Kalahari Desert to learn more about these water conserving plants and animals.

While you investigate each of these environments you will identify one plant and one animal from each. You will then use the animal and plant graphic organizers to compare and contrast the organisms.

You may print off the graphic organizers.  

Time to proceed with the investigation (hyper link to PowerPoint)


Appropriate for grades 5th – 8th

Subject:

Biology: Animals, Wildlife Biology, Plants, Botany, Conservation, Earth Science, Ecology, Environment

Texas State Objective Grades 6-8
TEKS – 6.2 (a) (b) 2.12 (e) (f)
TEKS – 7.2 (a) (b) 7.15 (a) (d) 7.10 (all) 7.11 (all) 7.13 (all)
TEKS – 8.11 (a) (b) (c) 
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Location on website
http://www.nps.gov/whsa/forteachers/classrooms/curriculummaterials.htm

