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Whitman Mission National Historic Site 
Looking southwest from the monument. The Whitman home was located near the 
three larger trees at upper right. The mill pond and an irrigation ditch paralleling the 
fence have been restored. In the distance are some of the Blue Mountains. 
Courtesy, Whitman Mission National Historic Site.
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The Great Grave at Waiilatpu 
The large flat stone covers the remains of the thirteen victims of the massacre. One 
other, Peter D. Hall, fled unobserved by the Indians, but is supposed to have drowned 
en route to Fort Vancouver. The shaft marks the graves of Mr. and Mrs. Gray whose 
bodies were moved here from Astoria in 1916. Courtesy, Whitman Mission National 
Historic Site.
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Great Grave Dedication, 1897
The Great Grave dedication ceremony, occurring on the 50th Anniversary of the 
Whitman’s deaths was attended by approximately 3,000 people. A speech was given by 
Catherine Sager Pringle (5th woman from left), one of the surviving Sager children.
Courtesy, Whitman Mission National Historic Site.
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Three of the Sager Sisters
A photo of the three witnesses of the Whitman massacre taken at its fif-
tieth anniversary at Walla Walla in November 1897. From left: Cath-
erine Sager Pringle, Elizabeth Sager Helm, and Matilda Sager Delaney. 
Courtesy, Sadie Collins Armin, Catherine’s granddaughter.
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Whitman Monument at Waiilatpu
On the knoll northeast of the Whitman homesite, where it was placed in 1897 at the 
fiftieth observance of the massacre. The view is to the east, toward the Blue Mountains, 
and in the direction of the Whitman’s sawmill, some twenty-two miles distant. 
Courtesy, Whitman Mission National Historic Site.



408     Marcus and Narcissa Whitman and the Opening of Old Oregon  VOLUME T WO CH A PTER T W ENT Y-FOUR  Epilogue    409

The Marcus Whitman Statue by Avard Fairbanks 
Representing the State of Washington, Capitol Building, Washington, D.C. In frontier 
costume, with Bible and saddlebags to symbolize the missionary doctor. The 
saddlebags used by Whitman before going to Oregon are now in the Presbyterian 
Historical Society, Philadelphia. Below the statue is the inscription, from Marcus 
Whitman’s letter of November 5, 1846: “My plans require time and distance.” 
Courtesy, Whitman Mission National Historic Site.




