Letterbox #3
Farming: Food-for-Thought

Weir Farm National Historic Site was a working farm for nearly 200 years! This Letterbox activity will
take you to spots associated with farm life, and the information you learn will be used to figure out a
word puzzle at the end of the activity.

1. Step out the back gate of the garden. Be sure to latch the gate when you leave. Turn right, then turn
left and begin following the mown path you see before you.

You are now passing through the Weir Orchard. Apples were used to make cider. Peaches were also
grown at the farm, and used in pies and other treats.
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Continue down the path and stop at the first wooden structure you see on the left.

This is the Corn Crib, used to store corn. Its walls are open to let air in, or else the corn would get too
hot and start a fire!
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Turn toward the road and walk 10 paces. Turn right and walk straight. You are now near two
more farm buildings.

To your right is the is a brown building - the Chicken Coop. Chickens roosted here, providing fresh
eggs daily. In front of you is the Ice House - a red building. Before refrigerators, ice was used to keep
food cold. The ice at the farm came from the nearby pond in winter, when workers cut the frozen ice
into large pieces and hauled them back here to the Ice House to be packed in sawdust and stored.

b

Facing the Weir House, walk straight. Continue on the worn path alongside the Weir Barn you see
in front of you. When you reach the end of the barn, turn left and enter the barnyard. Stop at the
entrance and look at the barn in front of you.

The octagonal building to the right is the Tack House. This is where the equipment for the horses was
kept.
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Walk straight into the barnyard. On the right side is where many of the farm’s work animals were
housed.

Oxen pulled plows, wagons, and sleighs. They also helped in moving large rocks. Besides riding, horses
were used to pull carriages and operate farm machinery.

o

Find the little door with the white border in the corner of the barn.
In here are the cows’ milking stalls. Cows provided milk to make dairy products.
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Find the open part of the barn with the dirt floor. This is the wagon shed. Farmers would keep
their wagons in this spot while they were not being used.

Look carefully in the wagon shed. List three things you see that are evidence of farm life:
1. 2. 3.
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The Weir daughters kept their favorite black pony in this barn. What was his name? Use your farm
knowledge to fill out the puzzle for the answer:

2. 3. 4. 5. 6.
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1. These work animals were used to plow fields and move heavy rocks.

2. This food item came from the chickens in the coop.

3. The ice stored in the Ice House was taken from here.

4. The __ House is the building where horse equipment was kept.

5. These animals had their own stalls in the barn to provide milk.

6. This food crop was stored in an airy crib so it did not get too hot.

7. Wagons in the barnyard were parked in the wagon

8. These grew in the Weir Orchard and were used in cider-making.

9. This fruit also grew on the farm; it was used in baking goods.

10.This animal was used for riding, and also helped to pull farm machinery.

So, what did Caroline, Dorothy, and Cora Weir name their favorite black pony?

8. Tothe left of the wagon shed, look for what helped ponies step up into the
barn. Under there, you will find the letterbox.

9. Waik out of the barnyard area. Continue straight ahead past the Weir
House and cross the street at the pedestrian crosswalk and walk toward
the visitor center on the visitor path. Walk past the visitor center and
take a right. Walk down the gravel path towards the red Burlingham
Barn where the restrooms are located.
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Letterbox #4
Stone Walls: Ode To A Stone Gardens: Shaping the Landscape

If you were a stone at Weir Farm National Historic Site, what might have happened to you? This activity This Letterboxing activity will explore the gardens at Weir Farm National Historic Site. In this activity,
will follow the journey of a stone, from its beginning to its many uses here at the farm. you will have to look for shapes you see in the garden, just as the artists here saw those same shapes and
incorporated them into their paintings and sketches.
1. Keep walking straight through the first and second gaps in the stone walls. Walk between the red
Burlingham Barn on the right and the woodshed on the left. From your current spot, turn and look up at the Weir House. In front of you are two stone walls—

one at your feet, and one further above it. Can you see a rectangle shape in the land?
2. When you reach the parking lot behind the Burlingham Barn, turn left and walk to the gap in the

stone wall ahead of you. You should see it in grassy plots of land held up by the stone walls. These were the

main vegetable gardens. Imagine them full of sweet peas, lima beans, tomatoes, and
3. Stop. Walk 10 paces. Look down to the right for a flat, exposed rock. strawberries!
Your journey as a stone begins... Walk straight toward the Weir Studio about 20 paces. Can you see a hexagon shape? You will be
This is how you started outasarock,as e rock. You covered the Earth. able to see it from where you are standing.
Hint: It’s what you sleep on at night. 4 o . This was Dorothy Weir’s Tool Shed. In here, she kept pots and garden tools for her
— - - X <:> vegetable gardens. Her sister Cora also had a Potting Shed, but it’s next to the visitor
Three million years ago, when it was cold, a glacier - a huge sheet of ice center and made out of stone.

-flowed southward over much of North America. As the glacier moved,
it broke off bedrock and gathered the stones beneath it. As these stones
tumbled underneath the glacier they became rounded. Look at the
picture to the right to see how big the glacier would have been compared
to the Hartford, Connecticut skyline which you can see in the foreground.

Turn back and walk the path between the two studios. Can you see a triangle shape? Pass under it
once you find it. Lift the latch on the left to enter.

f You should now find yourself in the Secret Garden. Mr. Weir’s three daughters created

this garden.
4. Look at the rocks in the stone walls around you.
, . . There are lots of shapes to be found in the garden. Can you find the following shapes? There are lots of
Now,you’'vebecomea £ i ___  stone,like the rocks you see possibilities!
in the wall. )

Hint: It’s where you are standing right now—a place where animals
grazed and hay grew.
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Take a look at the sketch of the garden below by Mahonri Young. Find some of shapes you just
5. Face toward Nod Hill Road, and walk to the gap in the stone wall you see before you. Again, look observed. When you see a shape, outline it with your pencil.

Now we know how you were made. Continue on your journey as a stone
to see how you were used...

at the stone walls around you.

Stand directly
In the 1700s, as farmers began to clear the land to plant crops they noticed stones coming up out of the under the triangle
ground. Without trees, the land eroded away and stones would rise to the surface especially after the you see at the back
spring thaw. They dug up the stones and put them in stone walls to divide their fields. of the garden and
face the outside.
Now let’s find out some other ways you have been used at Weir Farm... Look down to the
right to find the
6. Continue walking downbhill, turn left and walk through the gap in the stone wall. Walk across the letterbox.
grassy lawn to the red structure you see ahead on your left. Stop outside of the large openings.
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