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Grade Level: 6-12

Content Area: Social Studies; Geography
Timeline/Length: This will take place over a
period of 1 week, which includes a pre-
fieldtrip classroom activity, a classroom visit
with a War in the Pacific National Historical
Park Ranger, a fieldtrip to the War in the | ——
Pacific National Historic Visitor Centeranda - = - "ﬁ';ﬂ: i
historical battle site, and a post-fieldtrip il Ty
classroom activity.

Key Concepts
World War II
Island Hopping
Invasion of Guam
Axis Power o
Allied Powers A panorama of the Asan beachhead on the fourth day of
East Asian Co-Prosperity Sphere the American invasion of Guam. July 24, 1944.

Vocabulary

American strategist

Landing Ship Tanks (LST)

Orote Peninsula

Asan Beach, Guam

Agat Beach, Guam

Underwater Demolition Teams (UDT)
Amphibious landing

GPSS Content Standards/Performance Indicators

Social Studies Content Standards 8.2.9 - Identify the major causes and effects
6.3.1 -Describe how the physical and of Americans involvement in World War II,
cultural landscapes of the world influence including the following:

the interpretation of the past * The events that led to American

7.3.1 - Interpret maps, photographs, or involvement in the war, including the
diagrams... attack on Pearl Harbor and the
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occupation of Guam
* The major events and turning points
of the war in Europe and the Pacific
GH.2.1 - Examine and interpret primary and
secondary source documents
GH.2.2 - Use concepts, such as time,
chronology, causality, change, conflict, and
complexity, to explain connections and
patterns of historical change and continuity
GH.3.1 - Draw conclusions and make
inferences using maps, diagrams, tables,
charts, graphs, and spreadsheets
US.2.13 - Examine the effects of World War
I on the home front, including the
following:
e How the U.S. mobilized its economic,
human, and military resources
* The U.S. liberation of Guam
WG.3.8 - Analyze the problems and make
decisions using geographical knowledge,
skills, and perspectives in order to interpret
the past, understand the present, and plan
for the future
Language Arts/ Reading Content
Standards
6.4.4 - Write expository compositions, such
as descriptions, explanations, comparison
and contrast papers, and problem and
solution essays, that
» State the thesis (position on the
topic) or purpose
» Explain the situation
* Organize the composition clearly
* Offer evidence that support

Lesson OQverview

arguments and conclusions
7.7.3 - Identify topics; ask and evaluate
questions; and develop ideas leading to
inquiry, investigation, and research
8.7.3 - Achieve an effective balance between
researched information and original ideas
9.4.3 - Write expository compositions that
are analytical and
* Gather evidence in support of a
thesis, including information on all
relevant perspectives
* Make distinctions between the
relative value and significance of
specific data, facts, and ideas
* Use technical terms and notations
accurately
10.4.1 - Establish coherence within and
among paragraphs through effective
transitions, parallel structures, active rather
than passive voice, and similar writing
techniques when writing the following types
of essays: focused description, cause and
effect, problem solving.
11.5.1 - Demonstrates control of grammar,
diction, paragraph, and sentence structure,
and an understanding of English usage.
12.4.3 - Write academic essays, such as
analytical essay, an historical investigation,
or aresearch report and includes works
cited, direct and indirect quotes, and
citations

The teacher will work with the National Park Service in providing a better understanding
of World War Il in the Pacific theater. The teacher will coordinate a fieldtrip to the War in the
Pacific National Historical Park to facilitate a meaningful and engaging experience. This unit
prepares students for an educational experience at the T. Stell Newman Visitor Center and either
Ga’an Point or Asan Beach. The field trip also includes a visit by a Park Rangers into the
classroom to discuss the goals and mission of the War in the Pacific National Historical Park
prior to the field trip, and engages students in active critical thinking activities during and after
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the fieldtrip.

This lesson was created by the Pacific Historic Parks and is intended as a component of a
World War II curriculum unit in a Social Studies or Geography classroom. In this lesson,
students will take on the role of an American strategist in the plan to invade Guam in 1944.
Students will examine a map, hypothesize effective military strategies, and write an essay
comparing and contrasting their ideas with the events that actually occurred on Guam in World
War II

Lesson Objectives

In this lesson, students will be able to:
* Visualize the American military tactics on Guam
* Understand the events of the Pacific Theater of World WarII
* Understand the experiences of the people living in Guam during World War II
* Write an essay evaluating the American military tactics in the invasion of Guam

Textbooks/Materials/Resources

* T. Stell Newman Visitor Center

* Avisit to one of the historical WWII battle sites: Ga’an Point, Assan Beach, or Apaca
Point

* The Recapture of Guam: US Military Strategies Handout

* The Recapture of Guam: US Strategy Worksheet

* The Recapture of Guam: US Military Strategies Explanation

* Liberating Guam: The US Comes Back video companion guide

* Liberating Guam: The US Comes Back film

Procedures

Pre-Field Trip Activities:

1. Teacher will call or visit the T. Stell Newman Visitor Center and arrange for a fieldtrip
with a Pacific Historic Parks representative. The Education on Wheels program allows
teachers to apply for free busing. Curriculum materials are also free of charge and
available ready-to-use for the classroom, provided by the Pacific Historic Parks
Education Specialist. Teachers can work with the Education Specialist on how to cater
the fieldtrip to fit in their curriculum. Also at this time, the teacher will arrange for a
War in the Pacific National Historical Park Ranger for a pre-site classroom visit. Park
Rangers and/or the Education Specialist always look forward to visiting classrooms
and speaking with students. There are a variety of classroom activities that Park
Rangers can provide, such as an introduction of concepts about the National Parks,
audio-visual programs, and hands-on materials.
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. Classroom Anticipatory Set: Teacher will pose the question: How did the United States
retake Guam from the Japanese in World War 11? Students will brainstorm in small
groups what they think happened. After 10 minutes, student representatives from each
group will write down their ideas on the board.

. Teacher will give out and go over with students The Recapture of Guam: US Military
Strategies Handout. This handout explains the task that students will be completing.
Students will imagine that they are American military strategists in 1944. Their goal is

to recapture Japanese-occupied Guam. Students must decide how they want to invade
the island. The handout provides six clues, or historical facts, that students will use in
order to make educated decisions.

. Teacher will give out and go over the handout Japanese Infantry Tank Dispositions,
July 21, 1944. This handout explains the military defense positions of Guam on July
21, 1944.
Teacher poses the question: Why do you think it is important for American
generals to use this map?
Possible student answers: It tells us where the Japanese defenders are located; it could
be used to help us decide which areas to invade and when to invade.

. Teacher will have students point out Orote Point on the map.

Teacher poses the question: Why is Orote Point significant?

Possible student answers: It is important to secure this area because of the airfield and
the U.S. could use the airfield to alunch their B-29’s to initiate raids on the island of

Japan.

. Teacher will have students point out Apra Harbor on the map.

Teacher poses the question: Why is Apra Harbor significant?

Possible student answers: Apra Harbor offered good anchorage for an advance naval
base and permit the establishment of a submarine refueling point much closer to
enemy areas.

. Teacher will have students point out the mountain areas on the map.

Teacher poses the question: Why is important for us to know where the mountains
are?

Possible student answers: Many of the Japanese leaders are hidden and giving
commands in areas of higher ground

. Teacher will have students point out various rectangular boxes on the map.
Teacher poses the question: What do they indicate?

Student Answer: They represent the different units and unit sizes of the Japanese
defenders.

. Teacher will then pass out The Recapture of Guam: US Strategy Worksheet.
Students will work in groups of three to determine (1) where they will assign each of
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10.

11.

12.

their units, (2) Estimate how long their invasion will take place, (3) What they would
do with the bombs in the airplanes. Students will map out their invasion plan by filling
out this worksheet.

Teacher will inform students that they will go to the T. Stell Newman Visitor Center
and to one of the World War II battle sites on Guam. Teacher will collect the The
Recapture of Guam: US Strategy Worksheet and will tell students that they will have
it returned back to them on the day of their fieldtrip and will make changes to it based
on what they learn from the War in the Pacific National Historical Park Rangers on
their fieldtrip.

Teacher will show the film, Liberating Guam: The U.S. Comes Back. This 30-minute
video depicts the pre-war lifestyles of the Chamorros, the invasion and occupation of
Guam by Japan (1941-1944), and the retaking of the island by the United States Armed
Forces. Pacific Historic Parks will give a free VHS copy of this film to teachers.
Contact the Education Specialist at jzapanta@pacifichistoricparks.org.

A National Park Service Ranger and Pacific Historic Parks Education Specialist will
visit the classroom to discuss the goals and mission of the War in the Pacific National
Historical Park. They may also inform students what to expect at the Visitor Center
and the battle site they will be visiting.

Field Trip Activities:

1.

Students and teachers arrive at either historical battle site: Ga’an Point, Apaca Point, or
Asan Beach.

At the historical site, the teacher will return previously completed The Recapture of
Guam: Military Strategies Activity Worksheet to students. Students will work in
groups of three in revising their answers on the worksheet based on the information
they find at Ga’an Point or Asan Beach. Teachers may want to bring extra copies of the
worksheet for students.

A Park Ranger will also be present at the historical site during the field trip. He or she
may be asked about the American invasion strategy used in July of 1944.

At the T. Stell Newman Visitor Center, students are directed to go to the battle map in
the center of the museum. This multimedia presentation includes three flat-panel
monitors, a large topographic map, surround sound, and lasers to present the story of
the Battle of Guam in vivid detail. Narration, captions, an aduio description track, and
an assisted listening track are offered in English and Japanese.

Students will take notes on the Battle of Guam and make necessary changes to their
Recapture of Guam: Military Strategies Activity Worksheet.
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Post-Site Activities:

1. In class, students will read The Recapture of Guam: Military Strategies Explanation
handout.

2. Students will write an essay comparing and contrasting their military strategy and what
actually happened on Guam in 1944. Here are some guiding questions for the students:

How was your military strategy different from what actually happened?

Was there anything that surprised you about the American military strategy?

Was there anything that you found interesting about the American military
strategy?

If you could go back in time, what would you change about the American military
strategy to retake the island (think about the impact the war had on the
Chamorros, the environment, and the Japanese defenders)?

Assessment/Evaluation

* Completion of worksheet of Liberating Guam: The U.S. Comes Back video companion

guide

* Completion of the Recapture of Guam: Military Strategies Activity Worksheet

*  Who’s Who in World War Il handout

* Completion of an essay that compares and contrasts their military strategy with what
actually happened in 1944. The essay also evaluates the methods used by the Americans
in retaking the island from the Japanese.

Wrap-Up/Closing Activity

» Teacher will lead a discussion after the essays are written. Teacher can pose the
following questions:

(@]

What did you find interesting or surprising in comparing your ideas with what
actually happened?

Do you think it was necessary for the American generals to bomb Guam prior to
the land invasion? Why or why not?

Do you think that the retaking of Guam was necessary for the United States to win
the war? Why or Why not?

Do you think the Chamorros would have had a completely different idea of how
the Americans could take the island from the Japanese? Why? How?
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o How do you think Guam would be different if the Americans decided to not
retake the island?

References/Additional Resources

This lesson plan is provided by the Pacific Historic Parks, a non-profit organization that
supports and funds educational materials, museum exhibits, and interpretive programs
for four National Parks throughout the Pacific. For more information about curriculum
development in the War in the National Pacific Historical Park, please contact Jaclyn
Zapanta, the Pacific Historic Parks Education Specialist at
jzapanta@pacifichistoricparks.org or call (671) 477-7278 (Ext 1015). You may also write
to 135 Murray Street, Suite 100 Hagatna, Guam 96910.

The T. Stell Newman Visitor Center is located at the former Army Reserve, near the Naval
Station Guam front gate. They are open from 9:00 am to 4:30 pm from Monday through
Sunday, except for Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Years Day. The Information Desk
can be contacted at (671) 333-4050.
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