Virgin Islands National Park 1300 Cruz Bay Creeks Road
U.S. Department of the Interior St. John. VI

WWW.NPS.gov/Viis

Virgin Islands National Park News Release

Release Date: January 30, 2015
Contact: Captain David Wong, MD, 202-538-9969
Danielle Buttke, 970-267-2118

Virgin Islands National Park - Visitor Survey on Chikungunya Virus
ST.JOHN, USVI- Staff from the US Virgin Islands Department of Health, the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and the National Park Service will be conducting visitor
surveys at Virgin Islands National Park from February o01-08, 2015. The goal of these surveys is
to learn more about visitors’ knowledge of chikungunya virus and what prevention practices
they take to avoid mosquito-borne diseases. This information will help improve educational
messages to prevent chikungunya virus transmission. Surveys will be administered in a variety of
locations on and around the St John including some locations in the park such as the visitor
center, and Cinnamon Bay campground as well as on some of the popular beaches.
Chikungunya virus is an emerging mosquito-borne disease in the Americas. Since December
2013, over 1 million cases have been reported from 43 nations or territories in the Caribbean and
North, Central, and South America. The first chikungunya case in the U.S. Virgin Islands (USVI)
was reported in May 2014. Overall, 1,593 cases were reported in 2014 from all 3 main islands of
USV], including St. John where Virgin Islands National Park is located.
Chikungunya virus is also found in parts of Africa, Southeast Asia, Southern Europe, and islands
in the Indian and Pacific Oceans. Anyone traveling to a region of the world where chikungunya
is found is at risk for the disease. The most common symptoms of chikungunya are fever and
severe joint pain, often in the hands and feet. Other symptoms may include headache, muscle
pain, joint swelling, or rash. Most patients will feel better within a week, though some people
develop joint pain that can last for weeks to months. There is no vaccine to prevent or medicine
to treat chikungunya. The best way to protect yourself from chikungunya is to avoid mosquito
bites. If you become sick with symptoms of chikungunya, see a doctor and tell him/her about
your recent travel.
To learn more about chikungunya virus, visit: www.cdc.gov/chikungunya .
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About the National Park Service. More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for America's
401 national parks and work with communities across the nation to help preserve local history and
create close-to-home recreational opportunities. Visit us at www.nps.gov, on Facebook

www.facebook.com/nationalparkservice, Twitter www.twitter.com/natlparkservice, and YouTube
www.youtube.com/mationalparkseruvice.
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The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.
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