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Partner ship with the Univer sity of Pennsylvania Announced
The Friends of Valley Forge Park to sponsor a Fellow at the McNeil Center for

Early American Studiesin honor of former Friends Chairman Bruce Baky

VALLEY FORGE, Pa. — The National Park Service (NPS) and the Frierid&lley Forge

Park, in partnership with the McNeil Center for Ezagkmerican Studies of the University of
Pennsylvania today announced the creation of TheeBBaky Valley Forge Fellowship. The
fellowship will be awarded to a PhD candidate spi@&ng in military history during the

American Revolution. The fellowship honors the IBtece Baky, former Chairman of the
Friends of Valley Forge Park and a long-time adt®acd strengthening connections between the
academic community and the park.

“We can think of no better way to honor Bruce’s l#&nd legacy. We are grateful to the Friends
of Valley Forge Park, and especially to Bruce'sentherrin, for funding this fellowship,” said

Valley Forge National Historical Park Superintendiglike Caldwell.

The Bruce Baky Valley Forge Fellow will receive tenefits of all McNeil fellows, including a
stipend; office space in the Center’s building lo@ University of Pennsylvania campus; access
to funds to support travel and research; and paation in the Center’s vibrant intellectual life.
The fellow will also receive housing in Valley Fer§lational Historical Park in addition to the
usual nine-month McNeil Center dissertation felloysstipend. The fellow will develop and
present public programming at the park, work witinkpstaff, and develop at least one research
or educational project.
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“This fellowship will help the NPS to continue tacorporate current research and scholarship
about the American Revolution to enable us to prtesew and relevant programming to the
public” said Caldwell.

According to Robert Sutton, NPS Chief Historianhi§ new Fellow program is an outstanding
example of how the National Park Service continoesrengthen connections to the academic
community. The American Revolution is one of theopal events in our nation's history. Our
partnership with the University of Pennsylvanial\wé a valuable addition to our agency's
efforts to enrich the scholarship of the Revolutibnnging new knowledge and new insights to

Americans."

Daniel K. Richter, Director of the McNeil Centeaid that the partnership with Valley Forge is
“a terrific opportunity to bring the worlds of cutg-edge scholarship and public history
together.” The PhD students involved in the proghasi gain valuable experience in
translating their specialized research for the gdnriblic, and park staff will find countless
opportunities to learn from—and teach—young sclsglast beginning their careers as college
professors.”

Don Naimoli, Chairman of the Friends of Valley Ferfgark said “Through Bruce Baky’s
leadership, The Friends of Valley Forge Park befartask of exploring new avenues of growth
and co-operation to become a more meaningful pavtitie the park. His lifelong dedication to
education and research of the American Revolutiakas this a fitting tribute.”

About the McNell Center for Early American Studies

Established as the Philadelphia Center for EarlyeAcan Studies in 1978, and renamed in
honor of its benefactor Robert L. McNeil, Jr., B98, the McNeil Center facilitates scholarly
inquiry into the histories and cultures of North émea in the Atlantic world before 1850, with
an emphasis on the mid-Atlantic region. The Ceotfrs pre- and post-doctoral fellowships to
encourage use of the Philadelphia area’s magntficamuscript, rare book, and museum
collections, conducts a seminar series to prormélectual community among local and
visiting faculty and graduate students, and organaccasional national conferences to foster
interdisciplinary research. It publishEarly American Sudies. An Interdisciplinary Journal, and
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sponsors the Early American Studies monographsspublished by theniversity of

Pennsylvania PressTo learn more visivww.mceas.org

About the Friends of Valley Forge Park

The Friends of Valley Forge Park assists the Nati®ark Service in its mission to preserve and
protect Valley Forge National Historical Park byadating for the Park, raising funds and
public awareness, and providing volunteers for paidfects and educational programs. To learn

more visitwww.friendsofvalleyforge.org

About Valley Forge National Historical Park

Valley Forge National Historical Park preserves addcates the public about the natural and
cultural resources that commemorate the 1777-78i@omal Army winter encampment at
Valley Forge. The park is one of more than two doziges within the National Park System that

tell aspects of the story of the American Revohitido learn more visilvww.nps.gov/vafo
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