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During the American Revolution swords were used in a variety of ways. They 
were used in military service and as a status symbol. Prior to the revolution 

many armies throughout the world stopped issuing swords to common infantry. 
Instead, they only issued them to sergeants, grenadiers, horsemen, and 

occasionally fifers and drummers. Many civilians carried swords as a display of 
honor and status. Theses swords were to small for combat and were usually 

under twenty six inches. They were often passed down to the heir of the family 
or presented as an award for gallantry in battle. 



Military Hanger 

The military hanger is a short (approximately 25 inches) 

single-edged cutting sword. The bayonet gained popularity 

and as a result, the hanger was virtually eliminated from 

service by France in 1764, by England in 1768, and by the 

United States in 1783.  



French Hanger, c. 1710-1740 

Blade: 25ò x 1 ȧò 

 Length: 29 ıò 
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English Hanger, Model 1742 

Blade: 23 ıò 

Length: 29ò 
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English Hanger, Model 1751  
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Length: 29ò 
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English Hanger, Model 1751  

Blade: 23 ıò 

Length: 29ò 



Broadsword 

The broadsword was used in warfare for several centuries. It is, 

by definition, a double edged blade used for cutting rather than 

thrusting. During the American Revolution, the basket-hilted 

broadsword was the traditional arm of British Highland 

regiments. 
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Scottish Broadsword  

Blade: 34 Ĳò 

Length: 41 ıò  
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