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Montezuma Castle and Tuzigoot National Monuments Will Offer Free
Entrance April 18-24 during National Park Week

Camp Verde, AZ: The National Monuments of the Verde Valley—Montezuma Castle, which
includes Montezuma well, and Tuzigoot—will both be waiving all entrance fees during National
Park Week, which is being celebrated this year from April 18-24. We are inviting all local
residents to take advantage of this opportunity to come and see their local treasures. Both
monuments protect and preserve the remains of the people known as the Sinagua, who
inhabited this area nearly 1,000 years ago.

April 24 is also National Junior Ranger Day, and will be celebrated at all three units of the
monuments. Special patches and certificates will be issued to all children who complete their
Junior Ranger Badge on Saturday. An extra special activity for children will be held at
Montezuma Castle, located in Camp Verde, between 10:00am and 2:30pm. Rangers will be
conducting a special Junior Ranger Detective Program. Children will earn their Junior Ranger
badge by learning about the animals that inhabit the environment surrounding Montezuma
Castle. Junior Rangers will be introduced to common animal tracks and signs to prepare them
for their own “landscape investigation”. By observing a “scene” constructed by Park Rangers,
the Junior Rangers will investigate tracks and other clues in order to figure out what happened
at the scene and “who” was involved in the “crime”. This activity will encourage children to use
their observational skills and creative thinking to engage with their natural environment and
the resources within the park.

Montezuma Castle and Tuzigoot National Monuments are open 8am to 5pm, 7 days a week,
except Christmas Day. From Memorial Day to Labor Day, the Monument hours are extended to
6pm. Normally, the Montezuma Castle unit and Tuzigoot have an entrance fee of $5 per person
for those 16 years of age and over. Children 15 and under are free. A combined entrance pass
for both units is $8. All entrance passes are good for 7 days. The Montezuma Well unit is free
at all times. Also available, are three passes that allow free access for the pass holder and 3
adults to most federal recreation areas from a number of different agencies, including the
National Park Service, the US Forest Service, and the US Fish and Wildlife Service. The



Interagency Annual Pass sells for $80, is available to anyone regardless of citizenship, and is
good for 1 year. The Interagency Senior Pass is only available to US citizens, 62 and older, is a
lifetime pass, and sells for only $10. The Interagency Access Pass is a lifetime pass that is
available free to those US citizens who are permanently disabled. 80% of the fees from the
sales of entrance passes and Interagency Passes sold at the Monuments stay in these
Monuments to help support projects and other activities.
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