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Foreword

For many years, the Friends of the Santa Cruz River organization has been involved in environmental
education efforts and has sponsored many events such as river day camp, tours, school presentations and
clean up days. With further involvement and support from the staff at Tumacacori National Historical
Park, more effort has been given to providing education regarding the river, resulting in on-going school
programs. This partnership led to a generous grant from the Exxon-Mobil Corporation and the National
Park Foundation, essentially forming a “marriage” between the park with its cultural resources, the
Friends of the Santa Cruz River organization and the river.

The resulting program is designed to teach students about the river’s ecosystem, the local historical
cultures and their reliance on the river as well as how they affected its environment. It is also designed to
encourage respect and stewardship for the river and its resources. Two teachers’ guides are now available
that compliment this one: Life Along the Santa Cruz River (primary grades) and Birds, People and the Santa
Cruz River (middle school grades). In addition, classroom slide presentations, field trips and monitoring
programs about the river are available to local schools, K-12.

The teachers’ guide offers activities specifically focused on the Santa Cruz River and its local cultures.
The guide has information, resources and activities that will inform and allow teachers to focus on the
local environment and historically related cultures, and will enhance the study of science and history.
Because the guide is locally based, it introduces students to the beautiful environs in our own back yard
and, hopefully, will be able to instill pride and appreciation for the place we call our home. The ultimate
goal of the curriculum is to create informed future citizens that love and care for the place in which they
live, for generations to come.

Although the activities are based on the environment and the history of the Santa Cruz, the lessons may
be modified to encompass other areas, particular southwest river environments.

The lessons 1n this guide are sequentially ordered to cover aspects of the river and culture appropriate
to fourth through eighth grades. The thematic skills included are: social studies, environmental science,
multicultural education, art, and critical thinking. The lessons can stand alone, but, if used sequentially,
they will give the teacher and students a solid background on the river, its environment and its related
cultures.

Note about this Guide

This teachers’ guide is available free to all teachers in all Santa Cruz County schools. It is also available
for loan as part of the Encounters Teachers’ Resource Box located in area schools and Pima-Tucson
Public Libraries. Educators outside of this area may borrow the book at any time and photocopy all or
part for non-commercial educational purposes. Copies will also be distributed by Tumacacori National
Historical Park for the cost of reprinting.

For more information contact:
Tumacacori National Historical Park
P.O. Box 67, Tumacacori, AZ 85640

(520) 398-2341, extension 0
tuma_interpretation(@nps.gov
or
www.nps.gov/tuma
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