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On Friday, President George W, Bush proclaimed nine historic sites in three diferent states a national
monumeant. Tha Warld War || Valor in the Pacific Mational Monumant, commamorating “vanous aspacis of
tha war in the Pacific,” according to a White Housa news reélease, consisis of sites in California, Hawaii and
Alaska.

The designated sites in Northern California ara the Tule Lake Segregation Center National Historic
Landmark and Camp Tule Lake. Both were former internment camps for Japanese Amencans, and their
inclusion in the monumant is intended to bring greater awareneass to the “high price paid by some
Amaricans on the home front” during the war

In Alaska's Aleutian Islands, one of the three designated sites is on Atka Island, where a WWII bomber
aircraft (pictured above) crashed. Ancther site encompasses relics on Kiska Island, which the Japanese
occupied starting in June 1342, And Attu Izland is the third part of the Alaskan designation. According to
the news release, this was the site "of the only land battle fought in Morth Amenica during World War 11.”

The remaining sites are in the Pearl Harbor area of Hawaii. They include the USS Arizona Memorial and
Visitor Center and the USS Wtah Memornial, though the ships themselves are not included in the

designation. Other inclusions in the area are the USS Oklahoma Memonal, six Ford Island officer
bungalows and Battleship Row moonng quays.

The monument sites will be managed by the U.S5. federal government through the National Park Service
and the U.3. Fizsh and Wildlife Service. A national-monument designation increases the protection, and
recognition given o a particular site.

— 3usan Derby, Special to the Los Angeles Times

[Top photo: USS Arizona Memorial. Credit: National Park Senvice]

[Bottom photo: Site of Atka B-24 D Liberator crash site, in 1978. Credit National Park Service photo by T-Ed:
Spencer] )



