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Boeing Stearman PT-17 Kaydet


Length:  24’10”

Wingspan (upper): 32’2”

Wingspan (lower):  31’2”

Crusing speed: 103 mph (166 km/h)

The Stearman biplane was the primary primary trainer used by the United States during World War II.  The PT-17 was powered by a Continental R-670 engine.  The Kaydet was different from similar bi-planes of the 1930’s and 1940’s in that it had unbraced heavy landing gear and “N” struts without an aileron connector.  This trainer was jointly procured for the Navy and Army Air Corps and had an Air Force blue fuselage and Navy yellow wings with service markings.
Lloyd C. Stearman, founded the Stearman Aircraft Company in Venice, California in 1926, and moved to Witicha, Kansas in 1927.  In 1938, The Stearman Company became part of Boeing Aircraft Company.  The PT-17 served as a flying classroom for countless Allied pilots.  
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