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TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS
LEARN METEOROLOGY 
Tuskegee Institute Middle School students recently visited the Tuskegee Airmen National Historic Site as part of a $15,000 grant from the National Park Foundation’s (NPF) African American Experience Fund (AAEF).  The grant is called the Milton Hopkins Jr. Meteorologist Program, named in honor of a Tuskegee Airmen Meteorologist who passed away in March 2006.  In lieu of flowers, Mr. Hopkins’ widow requested donations be sent to the Tuskegee Airmen National Historic Site. The purpose of the grant is to allow 7th grade students to learn a combination of Meteorology and a bit of Tuskegee Airmen history while working to strengthen their skills in reading, math, and science. The grant also encourages the students to explore various career options in weather related fields.  

National Park Service staff is providing the Tuskegee Airmen history component and Dr. Vascar Harris of Tuskegee University is taking care of the Meteorology aspect.  Mr. James Jackson, the teacher-partner is providing classroom assignments designed to support the grant program.

During the course of the program weather readings will be taken by the students and Park Service staff at different locations in the city.  The readings will be compared with one another and with weather readings taken by Dr. George W. Carver and the Tuskegee Airmen.  The effects of global warming and the greenhouse effect on the weather will also be discussed. Comments by the students indicate that they recognize this as a serious issue. A visit to the National Weather Service or Maxwell Air Force Base Weather Station is also planned.
The NPF is a non-profit organization dedicated to raise funds for the over 390 National Parks throughout the United States, Puerto Rico, and Guam.  The African American Experience Fund specifically raises funds for the over 20 National Parks that highlight the African American experience.  United Parcel Service and Bank of America are the AAEF sponsors for this grant which offered parks an opportunity to compete for funding for projects that encourage increased volunteerism in the National Parks.  
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Experience Your America

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.

