
As a boy Edwin Albert Link had dreams of flying.  In 1927 he began developing a flight simulator at his family’s organ business in Binghamton, NY.  In 1929 Link debuted his first trainer that resembled a toy airplane with short wooden wings and fuselage mounted on a universal joint.  Organ bellows driven by an electric pump made the trainer pitch and roll as the pilot worked the controls and gave an accurate reading on the trainer’s instrument panels.
These simulators developed out of a need for a safe way to train pilots to fly by Instrument Flight Rules.  The Link trainer became famous during World War II, when it became standard equipment in every air training school in the United States and Allied nations.  During World War II, the ANT-18 Basic Instrument Trainer, known as the “Blue Box”, was used by tens of thousands of pilot trainees.  Link produced over 10,000 Blue Boxes during the war, turning out one every 45 minutes.

Today, the Link Company continues to make aerospace simulators that use very different technology than the original Links, and fall outside the general usage of the term, Link Trainer.

