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Memphis and the Trail of Tears
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Home to thousands of men, women, and children,
the Cherokee Nation once spread across parts of
Georgia, North Carolina, Tennessee, and Alabama.
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During the Fall 2014 TOTA conference, the bus trip includes a stop at the Memphis
waterfront for the unveiling of a new Trail of Tears National Historic Trail (NHT) wayside

information hub for the wide range exhibit about early removal and the water route in the Memphis area.
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routes. Go to: www.nps.gov/ntir

« Laughlin Park in Waynesville, Missouri has seven waysides
Junior Ranger Program underway. Installation is scheduled for Spring 2015.
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Design & Development Projects

+  City of Huntsville, Alabama: A sign plan marking seven miles of the
Benge Route from Blevins Gap Road into the city center with 29
original route signs has been approved.

«  Benge Route through Kentucky: A sign plan is in progress for 60
original route signs across 36 miles.

+  Hamilton County, Tennessee: A sign plan is in progress for 17 signs
across 30 miles of original route, following the Taylor Route.

« Hopkinsville, Kentucky: Eight original route signs across 10 miles
were installed.

« Stone County, Missouri: 13 original route and crossing signs were
installed across five miles. Dedication held on May 31st.

« Twin Forks Trail, Tennessee (Old Jefferson Trail segment): 15 signs,
including 12 pedestrian, two original route, and one site identification,
to be installed across 1’2 miles were ordered. Dedication to be held in
October.

« Giles County Trail of Tears Interpretive Center, Pulaski, Tennessee
and Vann Cherokee Cabin, Cave Spring, Georgia: A site identification
sign was installed for each.

« A design charette in Charleston, Tennessee was held in March
focusing on the area of historic Fort Cass, the largest of the Trail of
Tears emigrating depots. Members of the community, the Cherokee
Nation, the Eastern Band of Cherokee, and TOTA were attendance.
The development concept plan is set to be completed in the spring.

+ In August, the Charleston-Calhoun-Hiwassee Historical Society
received notice that they were awarded a $200,000 recreational
trails program grant to fund the development for part of the
charette design, which included a small interpretive trail segment,
trailhead parking, and signage.

Publications

We finalized the design for a new
rack card and it is being printed.
The rack card will be utilized

by visitor and welcome centers
located off the trail.

Trail of Tears
National Historic Trail

Tennessee, North Carolina, Georgia, Alabama,
Kentucky, llinois, Arkansas, Missouri, Oklahoma

A Journey of Injustice

In 1838, the United States government forcibly
removed about 15,000 Cherokee pecple from their
homelands in Tennessee, Alabama, North Carolina,
and Georgia, and sent them to Indian Territory,
present-day Oklahoma

The soldiers came and took us from our home. They
first surrounded our house and took the mare while
we were at work in the fields. ..and [they] did not
permit us to take anything with us, not even a second
change of clothes. Ooloo-Cha, widow of Sweet Water

Hundreds of Cherokee died in removal camps, on
flat bed boats, and during the 800-mile walk west.
Harsh weather, poor food supplies, and the spread of
sickness affected these traveling parties. But once in
Indian Territory, the Cherokee reconstructed their lives
and rebuilt their nation, proving resilience. This is a
story of racial injustice, intolerance, and suffering, but
itis also one of Indian tenacity and survival

New Certifications

e Nashville 1823 Toll Bridge
Abutments, Tennessee
(3/20/14)

e Giles County Trail of Tears
Interpretive Center, Pulaski,
Tennessee (4/22/14)

e Paducah Waterfront, Kentucky
(7/29/14)

e Wilson-Erwin House,
Charleston Vicinity, Tennessee
(8/20/14)

National Trails Intermountain Region

The National Park Service cares for the
special places saved by the American people
so that all may experience our heritage.

Comments? Write to:
Lynne Mager
Interpretive Specialist
National Trails Intermountain Region

P.O. Box 728

Santa Fe, NM 87504
Lynne_Mager@nps.gov NPS 10/2014
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