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National Register

National Trails Intermountain
Region (NTIR) is working closely
with various association chapters
and State Historic Preservation
Offices (SHPO) to locate and
protect historic sites associated
with the national historic trail.

In Okla. chapter members are
providing archival information
and property owner contacts

on disbandment sites and road
segments that will be nominated
to the National Register. NTIR
has partnered with the Mo. SHPO
and chapter members to nominate
significant trail segments, especially
along the Benge Route.

Historic Building Survey

NTIR has partnered with Middle
Tennessee State University’s
historic preservation program to
do an inventory and condition
assessments of significant historic
buildings and structures associated
with the Trail of Tears throughout
nine states. This survey will
update known historic buildings,
plus search for and document
historic buildings that are not
generally known. This project

will rely heavily on association
members to provide leads on the
whereabouts and ownership of
such properties. Please contact
Cultural Resource Specialist Mike
Taylor at michael taylor@nps.gov
with your knowledge and findings.
The success of this project depends
on you.

They Passed This Way Crabb Abbott Farm

Exhibits

1 At Crabb Abbott Farm, two upright orientation exhibits tell
the story of the Trail of Tears and orient visitors to the two-mile
hiking trail on the farm. Hikers retrace the original route for
approximately one mile.

2 At Campground Church, two wayside exhibits interpret the area
in which the detachments are believed to have camped as well as
the probable location of the Cherokee burial area. The exhibits also
show how historical and archaeological research are used to locate
and study trail resources.

3 At the I-57 Rest Area, travelers heading west through Illinois
travel the original route of the Trail of Tears. This contextual
exhibit tells the Trail of Tears story as an overview and explains
which stretch of I-57 is original route.

New Certifications

« Running Waters (John Ridge Home), Rome, Georgia on 12/12/11
« John Martin House, Cleveland, Tennessee on 3/12/12

« Wayside Store and Bridges Tavern Site, Pleasant Grove, Illinois on
4/27/12
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Signs Glorious Signs

« The Greene County Commission and the Greene County Historic
Sites Board in Greene County, Missouri held a sign dedication and
unveiling event on April 7 for seven Trail of Tears highway signs
marking the original route.

« Columbus-Belmont State Park in Kentucky and the Kentucky
Chapter held a dedication event on August 23, unveiling a new Trail
of Tears entrance sign.

« The Alabama Chapter held a sign dedication event on June 23 for
highway signs placed from Fort Payne to Guntersville, Alabama,
unveiling the longest stretch of original route for the Trail of Tears

signed to date.

« Big Springs Camp Site in Princeton, Kentucky has a Trail of Tears site

identification sign.

Tennessee State Brochure

Work continues on the
Tennessee Trail of Tears state
brochure with Middle Tennessee
State University Graduate
Research Assistant Amy M.
Kostine and NTIR staff. The
brochure will mirror the Trail of
Tears Official Map and Guide
format. Scheduled completion
is spring 2013.

Georgia State Brochure

A cooperative agreement
between the University of West
Georgia and the National Park
Service will produce a Georgia
Trail of Tears state brochure. It
will be written and designed by
the end of the calendar year.

Completed Sign Plans

e Reynolds, Madison, and Iron
counties along the Hildebrand
Route in Missouri

* a 9-mile stretch of original route
through Coker Creek, Tennessee
* a stretch of original route

along the Bell Route in Tennessee
through Giles and Lawrence
counties

National Trails Intermountain Region

The National Park Service cares for the
special places saved by the American people
so that all may experience our heritage.
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National Trails Intermountain Region
P.O. Box 728

Santa Fe, NM 87504

Lynne_Mager@nps.gov NPS 10/2012



