ENVIRONMENTAL PURCHASING WEB RESOURCES

March 2011
WEBSITES REFERENCED IN THE TRAINING
· InsideNPS Intranet Site on Environmental Purchasing contains numerous resources related to green purchasing including guides and tools that have been developed or adapted specifically for NPS purchasers.  For example, you can find:

• NPS Environmental Purchasing Handbook and various addendums

• NPS Environmental Purchasing Tracking Tool

• Links to Guides, Resources and Databases from Midwest, Southeast  and the Pacific West Regions

• Many other tools and resources related to green purchasing

http://inside.nps.gov/waso/custommenu.cfm?lv=4&prg=1092&id=6667
A copy of the PPT slides and other participant guide materials from the March 10 TelSAT training will be available at: 

http://inside.nps.gov/waso/custommenu.cfm?lv=4&prg=1226&id=9219
· FedCenter.gov FedCenter.gov is the Federal government's home for comprehensive environmental stewardship and compliance assistance information.  A wide variety of tools, resources and training information is available at: http://www.fedcenter.gov/programs/buygreen/
· For a detailed presentation on the Legal Basis of the Federal Green Purchasing Requirements, see Dana Arnold’s presentation found at: http://www.fedcenter.gov/Documents/index.cfm?id=14261&pge_prg_id=26960
· Executive Order 13514 on Federal Sustainability, Secretarial Order 3289, and What They Mean for NPS can be found at: http://www.nps.gov/climatefriendlyparks 
· Green Products Compilation, version 7 by the Office of the Federal Environmental Executive can be found at: http://www.fedcenter.gov/programs/buygreen/, see list of tools on the right hand column.  The compilation is revised frequently, so be sure to check for updates.

· Information about the Federal Trade Commission’s Guides for Use of Environmental Marketing Claims (“FTC Green Guides”) can be found at: http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/edu/pubs/consumer/general/gen02.shtm.  Information about FTC’s proposed revisions to its Green Guides can be found at: http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/edu/microsites/energy/about_guides.shtml
· The Seven Sins of Greenwashing, along with the “Name that Sin” game, and the wallet card can all be found at: http://sinsofgreenwashing.org
· For  a comprehensive list of environmental standards and specifications, visit EPA’s EPP Database located at: http://yosemite1.epa.gov/oppt/eppstand2.nsf
·  GSA Advantage, http://www.gsaadvantage.gov, click “Environmental” under Special Programs listed just below the “Welcome” banner.
· UNICOR,  http://www.unicor.gov/about/environmental_sensitivity/index.cfm
· AbilityOne, formerly the JWOD Program, http://www.abilityone.gov/index.html
FEDERAL GREEN PURCHASING PROGRAM WEBSITES
· EPA’s Comprehensive Procurement Guidelines program is part of EPA’s continuing effort to promote the use of materials recovered from solid waste. The Web site contains detailed information on various recycled-content products and manufacturers as well as fact sheets, buy recycled news, and links to additional resources.  http://www.epa.gov/cpg
· EPA’s Energy Star Program is a voluntary program that promotes energy efficient products by labeling with the Energy Star logo and educating consumers about the unique benefits of energy efficient products. The Web site contains fact sheets, publications, product specifications, and lists of manufacturers and partners. http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=fed_agencies.fed_ag_index
· DOE’s Federal Energy Management Program’s energy efficient product procurement website includes  product specifications, interactive energy cost calculators, model procurement language, and other resources to help the federal community in the purchasing of energy-efficient products.  http://www1.eere.energy.gov/femp/procurement/
· USDA’s Bio-Preferred Program website was designed as a resource for producers of biobased products, federal agencies required to purchase them, and others interested in renewable products. It includes information on submitting products for designation, instructions on meeting requirements to purchase biobased materials, and many other useful topics.  http://www.usda.gov/biopreferred
· EPA’s Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Web site contains numerous resources, including a searchable EPP database, product guides, hands-on training tools and many other resources.  www.epa.gov/oppt/epp
· Launched in 2006, WaterSense is an EPA-sponsored partnership program that seeks to protect the future of our nation's water supply by promoting water efficiency and enhancing the market for water-efficient products, programs, and practices.  http://epa.gov/watersense
· The Office of the Federal Environmental Executive ‘s mission is to promote sustainable environmental stewardship throughout the federal government and stewards the interagency Steering Committee on Federal Sustainability.  http://www.ofee.gov
FEDERAL GREEN PURCHASING TRAINING RESOURCES
· A variety of environmental purchasing courses offered through DOILearn can be found at: http://www.doi.gov/doilearn/index.cfm
· Check FedCenter.gov Training page for up-to-date training opportunities offered by a variety of federal agencies and departments.

http://www.fedcenter.gov/training/#acquisition
· US EPA’s ENERGY STAR program provides a variety of online training to help organizations improve their energy performance.  For an extensive list, visit: http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=business.bus_internet_presentations
· The General Services Administration (GSA) SmartPay Web-based training for purchase card holders includes green purchasing requirements http://fss.gsa.gov/webtraining/trainingdocs/smartpaytraining/intro.cfm 

· FEMP First Thursday Webinars 
The U.S. Department of Energy's Federal Energy Management Program (FEMP) offers a variety of training for federal employees.   First Thursday Seminars are FEMP training opportunities targeting Federal energy, environmental, and fleet professionals offered at no cost by leading experts. These webinars, and the links to register for the webinars, are listed on the FEMP website: http://apps1.eere.energy.gov/femp/training/first_thursday_semnars.cfm
STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT RESOURCES
· Alameda County, California, has a strong buy-recycled program and has recently begun to expand beyond to consider other environmental aspects of products and services that the County purchases.  The website contains links to detailed product-specific fact sheets as well as a practical guide for buying a variety of CPG designated products.  http://www.stopwaste.org/home/index.asp?page=372
· CalRecycle’s Buy Recycled programs promote the State of California’s policy to buy recycled-content products and other environmentally preferable products. The programs support the Department of General Services (DGS), all other State agencies, and local governments in establishing policies and practices for purchasing recycled-content products (RCP), as well as support activities that promote waste reduction and management. http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/EPP/
· The Commonwealth of Massachusetts hosts a comprehensive EPP Web site that includes valuable resources for procurement officials. The site contains detailed information on an extensive list of products, including specifications and fact sheets, as well as a thorough list of links to various EPP-related Web sites.  http://www.mass.gov/epp
· Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA)’s Environmentally Preferable Purchasing (EPP) program seeks to increase the availability of environmentally preferable products on state contracts, assist public entities with greening their procurement programs, and share EPP news and information with the EPP community.  The EPP program also works  on the issue of standards, certifications, and ecolabels. http://www.pca.state.mn.us/oea/epp/index.cfm
· City of Seattle, Washington – Website includes information on policies, guidelines and programs that support ongoing EPP.  Site includes great information about the City’s green janitorial program and examples of specifications.  http://www.ci.seattle.wa.us/environment/purchasing.htm.

· Visit the Responsible Purchasing Network website for additional listing of state and local EPP programs.   RPN is an international network of buyers dedicated to socially responsible and environmentally sustainable purchasing.  RPN provides its members with numerous tools, including webinars, purchasing guides and other publications related to sustainable purchasing.  http://www.responsiblepurchasing.org/

OTHER RESOURCES
· The Northeast Recycling Council (NERC) established EPPNet, the Environmentally Preferable Products Procurement Listserv, to link federal, state, local, and private procurement and environmental officials charged with purchasing environmentally preferable products and developing policies for the procurement of these products. The EPPNet is intended to provide quick access to information such as: availability of product specifications, lists of vendors for particular products, pricing information, strategies to achieve environmentally preferable procurement goals, and federal procurement policies.  http://www.nerc.org/eppnet/index.html
· Green Seal develops life cycle-based sustainability standards for products, services and companies and offer third-party certification for those that meet the criteria in the standard. Green Seal has been actively identifying and promoting sustainability in the marketplace, and helping organizations be greener in a real and effective way since 1989.  Green Seal is an independent, nonprofit organization. www.greenseal.org  
The standards referenced in this training include:

· GS-37 Cleaning Products for Industrial and Institutional Use (5th Edition, August 28, 2009) http://www.greenseal.org/Portals/0/Documents/Standards/GS-37/GS-37_Cleaning_Products_for_Industrial_and_Institutional_Use_Standard.pdf
· GS -11 Paints and Coatings (3rd Edition, January 1, 2010)

http://www.greenseal.org/GreenBusiness/Standards.aspx?vid=ViewStandardDetail&cid=13&sid=6
· INFORM established its Purchasing for Pollution Prevention Program to assist federal, state, and local governments purchase safer alternatives to products containing persistent, bioaccumulative toxic chemicals (PBTs) such as mercury, lead, and dioxins.  INFORM staff are identifying products that contain PBTs and working directly with purchasers and policymakers to identify, evaluate, and specify less toxic alternatives. http://www.informinc.org/p3_00.php
· Scientific Certification Systems Scientific Certification Systems (SCS) is a global leader in independent certification and verification of environmental, sustainability, stewardship, food quality, food safety and food purity claims. SCS has developed internationally recognized standards and certification programs in pursuit of the highest level of environmental performance and social accountability. Many assessments undertaken by SCS are based on life cycle assessment methodologies.  http://www.scscertified.com/
· GreenBiz.com is the leading online news and information resource on how to align environmental responsibility with business success. It offers more than 8,000 resources, including daily news and feature stories, reports, checklists, case studies, and links to organizations, technical assistance programs, government agencies, and recognition programs. It publishes a free weekly e-newsletter, GreenBuzz.  http://www.greenbiz.com
PAGE  
1
Annotated List of Web Sites to Facilitate Environmentally Preferable Purchasing, March 2011
Full Circle Environmental, Inc.

