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Educational bureaucracy is 
marginalizing Heritage Education

NPS Interpreters struggle to move 
Heritage Education forward
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Heritage Education is lagging behind 
other types of education

National Parks can help Heritage 
Education reach new heights

Engage local schools while monitoring 
national policies and trends
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Local teachers will be your partners on 
this journey

Teachers help you work with the school 
administration

Teachers have existing professional 
relationships with administrators
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Teachers know the most appropriate 
channels for project approval

Teachers know how to follow the paper 
trail to gain project approval

Teachers plan field trips or classroom 
visits
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Teachers develop lesson plans with field 
trips in mind

Teachers develop lesson plans with 
classroom visits in mind

Teachers often write grants to facilitate 
these types of activities 
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Teachers approve project-based or place 
based learning activities

Teachers determine the nature of their 
students learning experiences

Teachers often prefer project-base or 
place based learning activities
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Teachers must often adjust lesson plans 
to make these changes

Knowing local education standards will 
gear you up for success

Education standards tell you what grade 
levels to focus on
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Not all grades study a topic appropriate 
to your unit’s resource

Knowing the grade levels to focus on 
narrows down your search

This focused approach helps you 
identify teachers to connect with
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Education standards make clear the 
limitations in the curriculum

Not all curriculum topics can be 
connected to the resource

Not all curriculums can accommodate 
Heritage Education
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Some curriculum standards are more 
flexible than others

Education standards enable you to 
connect the resource to the student

Create a connection between the 
resource and the…
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Create a connection between the 
standard and the…

Create a connection between the student 
and the…

Monitoring national policies and trends 
will guide you on your way
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National curriculum policies influence 
local curriculum policies

Do not underestimate the influence of 
national policy on the local level

Legislation such as No Child Left 
Behind has had an enormous impact
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National policies trickle down to the 
local level and influence policy there

National accountability policies 
influence the local school climates

School climates are currently geared 
toward high stakes testing
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Activities that do not clearly prepare for 
testing can lack support

Students will be tested over a significant 
body of material 

Frequently changing national trends 
impact local schools
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The Social Studies have shifted 
emphasis several times

Math, Language and Science are the 
current areas of emphasis

Heritage Education does not exist in the 
language of content areas
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Will NPS Interpreters be positioned to 
foster Heritage Education?

Loads on schools limit Heritage 
Education prospects for students

Engage local schools and monitor 
national policies and trends 
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Providing Heritage Education 
opportunities for young learners

Heritage Education for all young 
citizens

Suggested Reading
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