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TEL Broadcast Purpose:   Please join us on Thursday, February 4th from 2:00 - 3:30 PM EST for a frank 
discussion regarding the proposed Together Wild Wilderness Stewardship Planning Initiative.  We will 
provide answers to the following questions as well as address questions from the audience.   
 

1. Why do we need a wilderness stewardship plan (WSP) when our wilderness area is protected 
already under the Organic Act and NPS policies? 

2. If we are really simplifying the process under the Together Wild project, why will a WSP take 2 
to 3 years to complete? 

3. Our park does not have staff dedicated to or knowledgeable about wilderness management, 
planning or compliance. How can we engage in Together Wild without a dedicated position? 

4. If a WSP doesn’t go into a lot of detail, how will we determine what we need to do 
operationally on a year to year basis? 

5. What if our park has an older plan that we still utilize? Do we need a new WSP that integrates 
the wilderness character assessment? 

6. We are currently working on our general management plan. Can we integrate the wilderness 
character assessment in our GMP? If yes, how can we get assistance in this process and will it 
cover our requirement to create wilderness plans? 

7. Our park really needs a WSP but we can’t start in 2010 because we have another ongoing 
project that is taking up staff time. Will there be other opportunities in the future? 

 
Target Audience:  Superintendents, Resource/Wilderness Managers, Compliance Specialists  
 
Project Purpose: Together Wild (TW) is a pilot project designed to provide a cohort of wilderness parks 
with the resources and support necessary to develop a wilderness character-based wilderness 
stewardship plan.  Participating parks will work collaboratively with other participating wilderness 
parks, the Washington Office, and regional staff, as well as individuals external to the National Park 
Service, to develop site-specific wilderness stewardship plans.   
 
Point of Contact/Additional Information:  

Wade Vagias 
Wilderness Stewardship Division, WASO 
1201 Eye St., NW, 10th Fl.  
Washington, DC 20005  
(202) 513-7124  
 Wade_Vagias@nps.gov 
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