NPS Air & Visual Resource Training
May, 2016
Hyatt House Denver/Lakewood at Belmar
7310 West Alaska Drive; Lakewood, CO 80226
Participation Interest Worksheet (Form A)
This worksheet must be completed and sent to
Melanie_Peters@nps.gov no later than COB April 5, 2016


Name: Click here to enter text.	Park/Office: Click here to enter text.
Position: Click here to enter text.	Region: Click here to enter text.
Work Phone: Click here to enter text.	
Work e-mail address: Click here to enter text.
How long have you worked for NPS? Click here to enter text.
Appointment Type:	 ☐ Permanent		☐ Term	☐ Seasonal

Please respond to the following questions:

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Please describe your interest in and motivation for attending this training.
Click here to enter text.
2. Please indicate which portion of the training you would like to attend (Days 1 & 2, days 2 & 3, or all three days).
Click here to enter text.
3. Please indicate the top three activities that interest you for day two of the training, in priority order.  Note, availability in selected activities is not guaranteed.
Click here to enter text.


Course summary information:
Day one:
An “Air Quality and Visual Resources 101” course will cover four key questions: (1) What is our current understanding about the impacts of air pollution and visual resource degradation in parks? (2) How can we effectively communicate with the public about the importance of clean air and scenic views in parks? (3) How can NPS employees get involved in protecting and improving air and visual resource quality in parks? (4) What can we learn from each other through case studies about challenges, opportunities and solutions?

Day two:
A selection of on-site and off-site interactive activities which will allow participants to practice skills, and develop expertise in applying air quality and visual resource knowledge to national park issues. Day two will include a variety of half- day or full-day activities from which participants may select one or two options according to their areas of interest. Options may include: 

1. Conduct Dragonfly Mercury Sampling (DRAFT): Participate in (and learn to lead) a citizen science project collecting dragonfly larvae so that it can be analyzed for Hg concentrations and used to assess Hg risk to sensitive park resources. Review protocols and interpretive materials;  conduct hands-on sampling of dragonfly larvae in a lake/wetland area; discuss potential data products and how dragonfly-Hg data can be used w/in park and national citizen science and NPS efforts.

2. Practice Visual Resource Inventories (DRAFT): The first step in protecting scenic views is identifying and assessing them. Views include the natural setting and all other visible objects—everything the eye can see. Participants will apply the 2-pronged NPS visual inventory system to a selected view: 1) What is this view's scenic quality? 2) Is this view important? This approach values historic and cultural attributes of the landscape equally with the commonly recognized natural features. When determining a view's importance, participants will consider its significance for interpretation, viewer sensitivity, and the investment in access and infrastructure.

3. Develop AQ Interpretive Products for Parks (DRAFT): Staff will demonstrate tools and toys ARD has developed for past STEM, Bioblitz, and Girl Scout events to explore interactive methods for communicating about air quality. Participants are also invited to share info on AQ interpretive products their parks/regions have developed. Participants will then develop ideas for one or more AQ interpretive products they can fully implement when they return to their parks

4. Tour O&G/or Industrial Plant Facility (DRAFT): Tour of a O&G or Coors Boiler facility. Discuss air emissions and air quality mitigations or Best Management Practices in use from this facility/sector 

5. Explore Park Data Products (DRAFT): Participants use their own laptop to work with data product page for their own park. Make a story from the data (what does the visibility/ozone/deposition/critical loads data tell us and why is this important to the park). Develop questions suggested by the data. We will have ARD expertise on hand to help interpret data and resolve questions. Participants will develop ozone story, visibility story, deposition effects story for their park. Staff will help participants look at Fed web page (for a more detailed look at charts) and/or AQRV and critical loads web page to dig deeper into park data and interpret results. 

6. Tour Renewable Energy Sites at National Renewable Energy Lab in Golden (DRAFT): Take guided tour around NREL facility to observe their cutting edge research on development of renewable energy options, including solar, wind, and others (geothermal? Biofuels?).  See the future of renewable energy and discuss pros and cons of renewables, with an expert. 
 
Day three:
An in-depth exploration of air quality and visual resourcde “hot topics.” Including discussion of air quality in ecosystem services contexts, the implications of renewable energy development for visual resources, understanding the impacts of oil and gas pollutant emissions on parks, discussing the relationship between air pollution and climate change, developing ideas for improving collaboration between the Air Resources Division and park units, and developing air quality and visual resource management strategies for the future. 

