
Welcome to Arizona! 

First time to the state or resident expert?  Either way, this guide is designed to help you learn and enjoy as you safely journey to Grand Canyon National Park and Albright Training Center.

As you travel from Phoenix Sky Harbor Airport to Albright Training Center, you cross more than 200 miles of Arizona, passing an amazing array of landscape that showcases history, geology, nature, and the human influence.
The mile markers on this guide refer to the highway markers on the side of the road.  In some places, the reference is obvious without the markers.  If you are going to Phoenix from the Grand Canyon, simply use the guide in reverse.

If you note or see something not described here that you think should be included, let us know and we will add it!

The Staff of the Horace M. Albright Training Center
	Mile Marker
	Item of Interest
	Description

	
	I-17
	You are traveling north on Interstate 17 through Phoenix, elevation 1,117 ft. On April 10, 1874, President Grant issued a patent for the site of Phoenix, the total cost of the original 320 acres being $550. Phoenix is now the sixth-largest city in the United States and the largest US State Capital.

	220-221
	CAP
	You are crossing the Central Arizona Project (CAP) canal, costing $3.6 billion to construct and completed in 1993. The canal stretches 336 miles from Lake Havasu City to Tucson, bringing Colorado River water southward for cities, agriculture, and Indian lands. 

	229
	Anthem
	Anthem, Arizona is the result of a Del Webb planned suburban development some 30 miles north of downtown Phoenix that opened in 1998. Although Anthem is currently unincorporated, Phoenix is slated to annex the community by 2020. Anthem has an estimated population of some 40,000 people.

	233
	Sonoran Desert
	Giant saguaro cacti (the tall cactus with the big arms), are unique to the Sonoran Desert you are driving through and can reach a height of 50 feet.  Its ‘skin’ is smooth and waxy, and the trunk and stems have stout, 2-inch spines clustered on their ribs. When water is absorbed, the outer pulp expands like an accordion and increases its weight potentially more than a ton. The saguaro cactus flower is the state flower of Arizona.

	239
	Power Lines
	The large electric power transmission lines are coming from Glen Canyon Dam at Lake Powell, over 150 miles away. 

	242
	Yavapai County
	You are entering Yavapai County. Yavapai is the name of an Indian Tribe, who take their name from enyaeva ("sun") and pai ("people"). The original Yavapai County was created on November 8, 1864. The county area was so tremendous that subsequently it was divided to form six complete counties and parts of others. Despite its reduction in area, Yavapai remains larger than the state of New Jersey. Yavapai is a noted mining and stock raising county.

	242
	BLM 
	You are on Bureau of Land Management (BLM) land. The BLM, an agency within the U.S. Department of the Interior, administers 258 million surface acres of America's public lands, located primarily in 12 Western States.  The BLM mission is to sustain the health, diversity and productivity of public lands for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations.

	247
	Grade
	You are leaving the Valley of the Sun, the low part of the state where Phoenix lies. You will soon be at over 7000 feet in elevation!

	249 
	End of the Saguaro
	This is the northernmost edge of the Sonoran Desert and these are the last saguaros you will see on your trip north. Saguaro cacti do not grow where temperatures dip below freezing for extended amounts of time (freezing water in the saguaro would break down its structure). 

	251
	Sunset Point
	The Sunset Point rest area is a convenient location should you need restrooms, water, or simply a stretch break. Maybe you will be lucky enough to witness why it is called Sunset Point!

	259
	Bloody Basin
	Notice the signs to Bloody Basin. Just north of Cave Creek, the area of Bloody Basin was the site of a bitter skirmish on March 27, 1873. Army scouts trailed a group of Apaches to the top of Turret Peak. The scouts crept up the peak during the night, and at dawn they captured or killed nearly all of the Apaches.

	263
	Arcosanti
	A few miles off to your right you can see the construction site of Arcosanti, a self-contained experimental town that began construction in 1970 in central Arizona. Paolo Soleri, using a concept he calls arcology (a portmanteau of architecture and ecology), designed the town to demonstrate ways urban conditions could be improved while minimizing the destructive impact on the earth.

	265
	Agua Fria River
	You will cross the Agua Fria River, also the location of Agua Fria National Monument managed by the BLM. Agua Fria National Monument contains one of the most significant systems of late prehistoric sites in the American Southwest. Between A.D. 1250 and 1450, the region’s pueblo communities were populated by as many as several thousand people. Agua Fria comprises approximately 71,000 acres and was established in January 2000 by Presidential Proclamation. 

	269
	Prescott NF
	You are entering the 1.25 million acre Prescott National Forest, first of three national forests you pass through enroute to Grand Canyon (the other two are Coconino and Kaibab). The United States Forest Service was established in 1905 and is an agency of the U.S. Department of Agriculture. The Forest Service manages public lands in national forests and grasslands encompassing 193 million acres.  

	281
	Verde Valley
	You are starting down the long grade into the Verde Valley. This valley runs primarily east-west and is the last low spot before climbing again to the Colorado Plateau.

	285
	General Crook exit
	In the early 1880’s, General George Crook led campaigns that led to repeated tactical surrenders of the Apache but saw Geronimo escape. The Apache, as a mark of respect, nicknamed Crook Nantan Lupan, which means "Grey Fox”.  Crook eventually attained the rank of Major General. He spent the last years of his life speaking out against the unjust treatment of his former Indian adversaries.

	288
	Coconino NF
	You are entering the 1.8 million acre Coconino National Forest, to include the largest contiguous ponderosa pine forest in North America. This is reputed to be the driest national forest in the country, having only one perennial stream.

	289
	Montezuma Castle
	This is the exit for Montezuma Castle National Monument, showcasing one of the best preserved cliff dwellings in North America. A five-level, 20 room cliff dwelling nestled into a limestone recess, it served as a "high-rise apartment building" for prehistoric Sinagua Indians over 600 years ago.

	293
	Montezuma Well
	Montezuma Well is a limestone sink formed long ago by the collapse of an immense underground cavern. Over one and a half million gallons of water a day flow continuously, providing a lush, verdant oasis in the midst of surrounding desert grassland. Prehistoric Hohokam and Sinaguan cultures took advantage of this source of water by irrigating crops of corn, beans, squash, and cotton. Visitors to the site can still see traces of ancient lime encrusted irrigation ditches from past farming activity. 

	304
	5000 feet!
	You are climbing up onto the Mogollon Rim (pronounced moe--ghee--un). The Mogollon Rim is the southern edge of the Colorado Plateau, a massive regional area of uplift that spans portions of four states (Arizona, Utah, Colorado, and New Mexico). This uplift followed by varying amounts of erosion have created the landscapes of Grand Canyon, Zion, Bryce, and Canyonlands National Parks.

	311
	Coconino County
	You are entering Coconino County, the county that includes Flagstaff and the Grand Canyon. Notice the combination of plants here – tall Ponderosa Pine and smaller Pinyon Pine and Utah Juniper, indicative of the Colorado Plateau region.

	322
	Munds Park
	“Park” is another name for meadow or open area in the forest. The name most often associated with women's suffrage is Frances Willard Munds (1866-1948) of Prescott. For years, Munds was a sincere and valuable worker with the Territory of Arizona Women Suffrage Organization. In 1898, Munds was elected secretary of the suffrage organization, and spent many years campaigning for women’s suffrage rights. Years after Munds’ death at her Prescott home, her daughter, Sally Munds Williams, went through her mother's diaries and wrote a history of Frances and John Munds. If not for this, much of the history of women suffrage in Arizona would have been lost. 

	328
	San Francisco Peaks
	If this is a clear day, you will see the San Francisco Peaks ahead of you. These volcanic peaks are located near Flagstaff and include the highest point in Arizona, Mount Humphreys at 12,633 feet.

	336
	Elk!
	Watch for elk from here all the way to the Grand Canyon. Rocky Mountain Elk, which can weigh upwards of a half ton and stand six feet tall at the shoulder, were introduced to the region after native elk had been largely extirpated by the late 1800’s. Car vs. elk accidents are common and potentially fatal for you and the elk, so be alert!

	
	I-40
	You are now headed west on Interstate 40. This freeway is the replacement for the fabled Route 66, “The Mother Road”.  Route 66 started in Illinois and wound its way through eight states and some 2,400 miles before ending in California. Keep an eye out for remaining pieces of the old road to the north and south of the freeway. Officially de-authorized in 1984, many states and local governments still use the name Route 66 as a draw for tourism. The National Park Service Route 66 Corridor Preservation Program was created in 1999 to preserve and interpret its history and identify options for use. 

	190
	Arizona Divide
	At 7,335 feet this marks the hydrologic divide between east and west Arizona.

	186
	Camp Navajo
	Camp Navajo is operated by the Arizona National Guard as a National Guard training site and storage depot. Tenants include the National Weather Service and the U. S. Forest Service fire tower on Volunteer Mountain. 

	183
	Kaibab NF
	You are entering the Kaibab National Forest.  The Kaibab National Forest sits near the north and south rims surrounding the Grand Canyon—its two halves forever separated by the mile-deep ravine.  "Kaibab" is a Paiute Indian word that translates to "mountain lying down." 

	167
	Bill Williams Mountain
	Off to the south of the freeway and ahead of you is Bill Williams Mountain. Bill Williams traveled through much of Arizona in the early 1800s. Williams came west from St. Louis, serving as a missionary to Native Americans. He eventually gave up the life of a missionary and spent the rest of his life traveling the west as a trapper. The year and cause of his death remains a mystery, but legend has it he is buried in an unmarked grave somewhere on Bill Williams Mountain.

	Exit 165
	Highway 64
	Williams, the town just west of this turnoff, was the very last Route 66 town bypassed by Interstate 40 on October 13, 1984. The Grand Canyon Railway is based in Williams, in operation from 1901 – 1968, then again in 1989 after extensive restoration. Today, the train keeps approximately 50,000 cars yearly outside of the park as people travel via rail to the Canyon. Highway 64 is the primary route to Grand Canyon National Park for most visitors. Be careful and safe along this road! Wildlife is common, the road can be narrow, and occasionally impatient drivers attempt to pass over the double yellow line. 



	north of 189
	Volcanic Field
	The San Francisco Volcanic Field you are heading through is an area of young volcanoes along the southern margin of the Colorado Plateau. During its 6-million-year history, this field has produced more than 600 volcanoes. Cinder cones and lava flows dominate this landscape. You can see cinders being mined from a cone on the right as you head up. These cinders are used for making bricks, in landscaping, and as a substitute for salt on icy roads. 

	north of 186
	Bushmaster Highway
	You will see a sign proclaiming this the Bushmaster Highway. Language from the resolution: “Whereas, the Arizona National Guard 158th Infantry Unit was called to active duty on September 16, 1940, was deployed for one year of intensive jungle training; … the unit became known as the 158th Regimental Combat Team, "The Bushmasters"; and (the unit) distinguished itself in three separate sectors on Luzon after a long and sanguinary march through New Guinea and its neighboring jungle islands. Therefore, be it resolved … that State Highway 64 from Williams, Arizona north to the Grand Canyon and east to Cameron, Arizona be designated as the "Bushmaster Memorial Highway".

	213
	Valle
	Valle is the junction for people going to and from the Grand Canyon and Williams or Flagstaff. There is no water here so all of these residences and businesses have water trucked to them.

	223
	Red Butte
	Red Butte is not a volcano, but an erosional remnant on the Colorado Plateau landscape. Its base is formed of sandstones, above that are strata of the Shinarump Conglomerate, with the summit capped by volcanic rocks. It is known to the nearby Havasupai Indian nation as Wii'i Gdwiisa, "clenched fist mountain", and is regarded as a sacred site.

	north of 234
	Grand Canyon Airport
	The Grand Canyon National Airport is located seven miles from the South Rim. The present day facility incorporates the site of the first official Grand Canyon airport, a landing field authorized by the U.S. Forest Service for commercial flights in 1925. The new airport first opened for business in October 1965. Today, the airport is the third most active air carrier airport in the state, following Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport and Tucson International Airport.

	235
	Tusayan
	Welcome to the gateway town of Grand Canyon National Park’s South Rim. Tusayan offers gas, food, and lodging to the millions who enter the park yearly.

	north of 236
	Kaibab NF
	This is the location of district headquarters for the Tusayan Ranger District of the Kaibab National Forest.

	north of 237
	Park Entrance Station
	In 2004, 4,672,911 visitors came to Grand Canyon National Park in 1,336,505 vehicles. Approximately 90% of this visitation comes through the entrance gate you are going through now. 

	north of 240
	Center Rd. Intersection
	Turn left here to head to Albright Training Center. You are now driving through part of Grand Canyon Village, home to some 2000 people (more in the busy summer season). There are enough residents here to warrant a K-12 school.

	1 mile up
	Albright Avenue Intersection
	Welcome to the Albright Training Center, where the future of the National Park Service begins! Enjoy your stay and know that we are at your service. 



