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The National Park Foundation is pleased to announce the Edwin C. Bearss Fellowships in support of graduate education in American history and American studies.  Initial endowment funding came from Director and Mrs. Roger G. Kennedy and the National Park Foundation.  These Fellowships are open to career, full-time or part-time National Park Service employees with at least three years of service who are engaged in historical research, management, or education programs.  For 2001, the Bearss Fellowship will offer two grants of $2,500 each.

CRITERIA: Eligible candidates must be NPS employees who have been accepted as graduate students in American history or American studies.  Applicants need not be historians by training, but must be involved in the research, interpretation, or management of historic resources.  Fellowships will be awarded for one year, can be used to defray the expenses (tuition, fees, books, etc.) of part- or full-time graduate-level study, and may be renewed.  The amount will vary with the needs of each applicant.  Criteria for the Bearss Fellowship awards are: 1) appropriateness of graduate studies to NPS responsibilities, 2) potential benefits to the  NPS, 3) and the applicant’s job performance.

PROCEDURES: Applicants will submit the attached application form, a resume; undergraduate and graduate transcripts; two letters of reference, one from the applicant’s supervisor; an essay (not to exceed 300 words) that explains how the NPS will benefit from the applicant’s graduate studies and explains the applicant’s reasons for pursuing graduate study; proof of acceptance in a graduate studies program; and a statement of funding from any other fellowship or scholarship.

Fellows will be selected by a committee consisting of the chief historian of the NPS (chair), a member of the Board of the NPF, a member of the American history or American studies faculty of a Washington, DC-area university, Frances Kennedy, and an ad-hoc member as appropriate.   

REPORTING: At the end of each semester, recipients will submit a report to the Chair of the selection committee that will include grade and a copy of major papers completed. 

Applications must be postmarked no later than May 30, 2001 and sent to Edwin C. Bearss Fellowship, National Park Foundation, 1101 17th Street, NW; Suite 1102, Washington, D.C.  20036-4704.  Additional information and application forms can be obtained by contacting Julia Washburn, Grants Manager, National Park Foundation, 1101 17th Street, NW; Suite 1102, Washington, DC 20036-4704.

Announcement of the award will be no later than July 30, 2001

