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STEPHEN T. MATHER TRAINING CENTER

Historic Weapons Certification Course
Conducted at Fort McClellan Army National Guard Training Center
February 25 - March 6, 2014
____________________________________________________________________________

This course meets the initial certification and re-certification needs of supervisors and interpreters involved in NPS historic weapons firing programs. This course is required for individuals who have the responsibility to conduct historic weapons programs in their respective parks. Modules will be offered on Safety, Program Management, and Skills relating to 18th-century small arms, 18th-century artillery, 19th-century small arms, and 19th-century artillery. Additional skills may be offered if sufficient interest and time permits.  Seasonal, temporary, and non-supervisory career or career-conditional employees are not eligible to be trained and certified as park historic weapons firing supervisors.  
It is mandatory that participants wear natural fabric clothing appropriate to their historical period.  Participants will be required to wear their historic clothing during most of the instructional periods of the course. The performance standards require a lot of physical activity.  Participation in small arms and artillery drills is required, applicants must be able to stand for long periods and perform the correct drills in order to pass the course.  The small arms drill requires lifting muskets 10 pounds in weight and standing for long periods.
APPLICANTS SHOULD ONLY APPLY FOR MODULES FOR WHICH THEY REQUIRE CERTIFICATION.

This course is sponsored by Horseshoe Bend NMP and the WASO Office of Interpretation, with cooperation and support of the Training Manager for Interpretation, and Fort McClellan Army National Guard Training Center.
PARTICIPANTS:
Historic weapons supervisors and interpreters who require certification or re-certification.  Participants must be career or career-conditional NPS employees 21 years of age or older.  Nominations will be accepted from non-NPS personnel representing other federal, state or local government agencies also 21 years of age or older.  

COURSE CODE:
NPS-INT4004
CLASS SIZE:
75
DATES:

February 25 – March 6, 2014



Session length is determined by individual need, up to 64 hours.

LOCATION:
            Fort McClellan Army National Guard Training Center




(Located near Anniston, Alabama).

FUNDING:
Travel and per diem funded by benefiting account.  A tuition fee of $350 for NPS employees and $450, for non-NPS participants will cover participant course expenses, supplies, ammunition, local and follow-up training efforts. Lodging on Post is available and encouraged. Room cost is only $30.00 per night.

APPLICATION:
Deadline:  January 15, 2014.  




NPS Employees:  NPS employees must apply online through DOI Learn and also e-mail or fax (804-771-8522) the following to Course Registrar Ed Sanders by January 15, 2014:
1) A completed SF-182 form that includes an account number against
which to charge the tuition; and 

2) A completed copy of both pages of the attached NPS Applicant Module Selection Form (included near the end of this announcement).

Non-NPS Applicants:  Non-NPS applicants will be considered for this course on a space-available basis, and will be notified of their selection status shortly after January 15, 2014.  To apply to the course, applicants must e-mail or fax 
(804-771-8522) the following to Course Registrar Ed Sanders by 
January 15, 2014:  
1) A letter on agency/park/organization letterhead authorizing the applicant to attend the course, and contact information on how to bill for the course tuition ($450); and
2) A completed copy of both pages of the Non-NPS Applicant      
Module Selection Form (included near the end of this announcement).
COURSE

 George Elmore, Park Ranger

COORDINATOR:
 Fort Larned NHS

                                     1767 KS Highway 156

                                     Larned, Kansas 67550

                                     620-285-6911 Office phone

                                     620-285-2896 ext 224 desk phone

                                     620-285-3571 fax

                                
 george_elmore@nps.gov
HOST PARK

Ove Jensen, Park Ranger

COORDINATOR:
Horseshoe Bend NMP, 

                                    Attn. Ove Jensen,

                                    11288 Horseshoe Bend Road, 

                                    Daviston, AL  36256
                                    256-234-7111 Office phone
                                    ove_jensen@nps.gov
COURSE 

Ed Sanders, Park Ranger
REGISTRAR:  
Richmond National Battlefield Park



Ed_Sanders@nps.gov
                                    804-226-5026 Office phone



FAX:  804-771-8522

MATHER 

Katie Bliss
TRAINING                Training Manager for Interpretation & Education
CENTER  

Stephen T. Mather Training Center

CONTACT:   
P.O. Box 77

Harpers Ferry, WV 25425

304-535-6215
Katie_Bliss@nps.gov
HISTORIC WEAPONS CERTIFICATION COURSE

FEBRUARY 25 – March 6, 2014
NPS APPLICANT
MODULE SELECTION FORM
This course meets the initial certification and re-certification needs of supervisors and interpreters in NPS historic weapons firing programs.

All trainees are required to attend module sessions and demonstrate competency in both:

Historic Weapons Safety

Historic Weapons Program Management

All trainees are required to attend module sessions and demonstrate competency in one of the following (select one):

_____18th Century Small Arms Skills (Flintlock)
_____19th Century Small Arms Skills (Percussion)
All trainees are required to attend module sessions and demonstrate competency in one of the following (select one):

_____18th Century Artillery Skills

_____19th Century Artillery Skills

Additional skills modules may be offered for special weapons if sufficient interest exists.  If you would like to request training in a weapon type not covered in the categories listed above, please indicate which type of weapon you would like added to the curriculum. ____________________

A training option consisting of both 18th Century and 19th Century Skills is being offered at this course on a trial basis to a limited number of slots.  It is open to NPS personnel who have completed the course previously and are returning for recertification.  If you have a need for this combined training, please indicate with an (x) here__________, and describe your program justification in Question 1, below.

Name:                                       
Date of last certification: _____________________

Job Title and Grade:  ______________________________________________________

Telephone:                              Fax:                              Email:________________________     

Park/Unit Name and Address:                                                                                        
NPS Region:
__________________

NPS APPLICANT 
MODULE SELECTION FORM (cont.)

1) Briefly describe your park’s historic weapons program and your responsibilities for that program.

2)
Briefly describe why you would like to take this training and how it will help to further the NPS mission and your professional development. 

HISTORIC WEAPONS CERTIFICATION COURSE

FEBRUARY 25 – March 6, 2014
NON-NPS APPLICANT
MODULE SELECTION FORM

Non-NPS employees may apply to attend some or all of the training modules offered if space is available.  Attendance at the any of the modules is for training purposes only and does not confer NPS certification. 

To apply for all or some of the modules, please submit a letter on agency/park/organization letterhead authorizing the applicant to attend all or part of the course.  This letter must also indicate whom to bill for the $450 course tuition.  The full $450 will be charged whether the applicant attends some or all of the training modules.  

In addition to the authorizing letter, the applicant must complete both pages of this form.  Please email (Ed_Sanders@nps.gov) or fax (804-771-8522) both the letter and form to Course Registrar Ed Sanders.  Applicants will be notified of their selection status shortly after January 15, 2014. 

To Be Completed by Applicant:

Name: _____________________________________     

Title:   _____________________________________ 

Employer’s Name and Address:    

Telephone:_______________   Email: _______________________        Fax: _______________                                       
NON-NPS APPLICANT 
MODULE SELECTION FORM (cont.)

I understand that I will not receive NPS certification in historic weapons demonstrations, but I would like to receive training in the following NPS modules: 

Please check all training modules you wish to attend:

_____  Black Powder Safety
      
______  Historic Weapons Program Management 

_____  Historic Weapons Skills      
______  Flintlock Small Arms

_____  18th Century Artillery          
______  Percussion Small Arms

_____  19th Century Artillery            
_____  Special Needs Weapons Module  (indicate type) __________________

A training option consisting of both 18th Century and 19th Century Skills is being offered
at this course on a trial basis to a limited number of slots.  It is open to non-NPS personnel; however NPS personnel will be given priority for the limited number of slots.  If you have a need for this training, please indicate with an (x) here__________, and describe your program justification in Question 1, below.

1)
Briefly describe your site's historic weapons program and your responsibilities for that program.

2)
Briefly describe why you would like to take this training.

To Be Completed by Applicant’s Supervisor:
Please comment on this employee's remarks above, physical ability to participate and add any additional insights that you feel should be considered when ranking this employee for this opportunity.

I agree to pay the National Park Service $450 tuition for this employee's attendance at this course.

Supervisor's Signature:  _____________________________          Date:  ______________             

Supervisor’s Name:       _____________________________  
Phone:______________                       
