PRODUCING NPS PUBLICATIONS

Acadia National Park, Maine

February 13-17, 2012

This 40-hour, hands-on course will give participants the basic knowledge and skills to design and produce publications, including site bulletins, rack cards, newspapers, posters, signs, and other graphics. It will incorporate the NPS Graphic Design Standards and templates. Subjects will include design principles, layout, typography, image selection and preparation, selecting and editing maps, preparing layouts for printing, and working with GPO and local printing companies. 

This is a design course that includes some software and editing tips. It is not a computer or software class. 

Participants must bring a laptop with full and complete editions of Microsoft Word, Adobe Creative Suite CS3 or newer (which includes InDesign, Photoshop, Illustrator, and Acrobat Pro) and the two NPS fonts installed. (Versions CS3, CS4, CS5 or CS5.5 are acceptable. If you are purchasing for the first time, you can only buy the newest version. Adobe PageMaker is not acceptable; Acrobat Reader is inadequate.)

Course objectives:

After successfully completing this course, participants will be able to: 
1. Effectively use NPS Identity elements in publications.

2. Design an NPS site bulletin and poster.
3. Identify basic design and production requirements for NPS newspapers and rack cards.

4. Choose and prepare images for print.

5. Identify and describe an effective visitor-use map.
6. Prepare files for printing locally, through GPO, or on the web.
Assignments:  
Before class: Participants must complete one assignment and several short Lynda.com online courses before arriving at Acadia. These will familiarize participants with the computer programs and ensure everyone has the correct fonts and software. 

After class: Participants must complete two assignments before receiving a training certificate of completion.

Participants:  
Individuals who have current responsibility for producing publications (such as site bulletins, rack cards, newspapers, posters, or signs) for the public and are able to attend the entire 40-hour course.

Course Dates:
Monday, February 13, 8 am, to Friday, February 17, 5 pm.

Location:
Schoodic Education and Research Center (SERC) campus on Schoodic Peninsula, Acadia National Park, Maine

Class size:

25 participants

Tuition:
$1210 for supplies & materials, course costs, and lodging and meals on the SERC campus at per diem rate. Payable by government credit card, within one week after acceptance to the class.

Funding:
Benefiting account (i.e., your park or office).

Application:
Deadline: December 23, 2011


Employees must apply online through DOI Learn and also email 

Tom Haraden (tom_haraden@yahoo.com) the Training Nomination Form.


Selections will be made by January 6, 2012.

Questions:
Tom Haraden: tom_haraden@yahoo.com
Instructors:
Betsy Ehrlich is a designer at the National Park Service’s Interpretive Design Center in Harpers Ferry. She has been designing park publications, exhibits, and waysides for over 25 years, but has focused on waysides for the last 15 years. In 2009, she authored an illustrated publication on wayside exhibits, The Wayside Guide. Betsy comes from a family of artists, design engineers and teachers. She earned a BFA in Editorial Design and Illustration from Syracuse University. Her work has earned recent awards from the National Association of Government Communicators (NAGC) and the National Association for Interpretation (NAI) for publications, waysides, and exhibits. When she is not working on projects, Betsy likes to travel with her family.

Carolyn Duckworth has worked as writer, editor, and publications specialist for the National Wildlife Federation (Ranger Rick magazine) and the National Park Service (Yellowstone National Park and Harpers Ferry Center), earning organizational and national awards for her work. She also keeps illustrated field journals, writes natural history essays, and teaches these genres. 

Tom Haraden is a recently retired interpretive ranger who worked in nine parks over 37 years. He was the first park interpreter to produce site bulletins in 1982. Since then he has designed publications, exhibits, maps, signage, and message projects and taught graphic design to park rangers. Trained as a wildlife biologist, he’s studied grouse, grizzly bears, moose, desert bighorn sheep, bats, and is a licensed bat rehabilitator.

