National Capitol Region Meets to Prepare for CW150

At the end of September, 35 individuals from the National Capitol Region, WASO and
various partner organizations met in Harpers Ferry to discuss plans for the quickly
approaching Sesquicentennial (CW150) of the Civil War. This was the first organized
face-to-face meeting of employees from NCR to discuss the details for the observance.
Dennis Frye, NCR Sesquicentennial Chairman and Chief Historian at Harpers Ferry,
organized and moderated the initial meeting.

Several partner organizations were in attendance and shared possible ways they could
partner with the NPS to spread the word regarding CW150. A representative from Civil
War Trails, a non-profit organization located in 5 states and covering 971 sites, explained
how their sites add to the interpretation provided by the NPS, as many of their sites are
not located on NPS property. A couple of tourism-based organizations shared
background information and additional ways to partner with the NPS, including Journey
Through Hallowed Ground and Maryland’s Heart of the Civil War Heritage Area.

The John Brown Quad-State 150" Committee member John Fieseler spoke about how the
NPS and representatives from four tourism state offices are working together to promote
the events associated with what many consider the kickoff event for CW150. Harpers
Ferry National Historical Park will host the event later this month and has a full-range of
activities planned including a symposium, ranger talks, kid’s activities, concerts, living
history programs and a walk retracing the route John Brown and his raiders took from the
Kennedy Farm, six miles to Harpers Ferry.

Marilyn Nickels from WASO talked about the creation and expansion of the NPS’s
CW150 website. She said in the coming months the website will be greatly expanded to
cover a comprehensive calendar of events, sections on soldiers, education, preservation,
Civil War facts, kid’s section and information on the African-American experience--
including slavery, the struggle for freedom, and the Underground Railroad. Dean Reeder,
chief of the Tourism Office, spoke about the cooperative marketing coalition currently
being formed for the purpose of driving visitation on the CW150 theme. The CW150
project has been identified as a demonstration project highlighting strategic principles in
the NPS National Tourism Strategic Plan. These include building capacity through
partnerships, launch of a national branding platform, highlighting lesser known parks and
promoting economic growth through visitor spending on travel.

The group plans to meet again next month to discuss upcoming events and formulate
future plans.

For more information related to John Brown 150th activities, please visit:
www.johnbrownraid.org

For more information on the NPS’s CW150 website, go to: www.nps.gov/civilwar

To find out more about the Office of Tourism, the National Tourism Strategic Plan and
their activities pertaining to CW150 please visit our website:
http://inside.nps.gov/waso/waso.cfm?lv=2&prg=58
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