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George Washington Birthplace National Monument 
and
Thomas Stone National Historic Site 
Centennial Plan


As we prepare to celebrate the Centennial of the National Park Service in 2016, we have identified three major goals for this important period in our history.  Involving a diverse and ambitious body of work which began with the Director’s Call to Action in 2011, these accomplishments will better position our two parks for the next generation of effective stewardship, connect with the next generation of visitors and supporters and make our two parks even better places to work.  

Centennial Goals
1.  Connect with and create the next generation of park visitors, supporters and advocates.
 To achieve this goal, GEWA/THST will:
· Actively participate in the Centennial “Find Your Park” campaign.
· Help the public develop a better understanding of National Parks and why they are important in their lives.
· Expand volunteer opportunities.
· Continue to update our programs, exhibits and facilities to make the experiences in our parks accessible to all. 
· Strengthen our relationship with surrounding communities to attract a more diverse audience to the park. 
· Utilize partnerships with institutions of higher learning, the Student Conservation Association and the Youth Conservation Corps to train the next generation of conservation professionals. 

2. Plan for and begin the next century of stewardship of park resources.
To achieve this goal, GEWA/THST will:
· Complete Foundation Documents that affirm our purpose, significance key resources, values and important stories. 
· Add to our understanding of historic resources and establish priorities for protection and rehabilitation of historic structures. 
· Work to protect our critical viewsheds and night skies.
· Become designated as a “Climate Friendly Park” and make our operations more environmentally sustainable. 
· Focus our limited resources on our most important structural assets and reduce our maintenance backlog.
· Strengthen our relationships with surrounding conservation organizations 
· Encourage and facilitate data and knowledge sharing between different NPS programs with the goal of addressing resource management issues in a wholistic manner. 

3. Make GEWA and THST two of the best places to work in the National Park Service.
To achieve this goal, GEWA/THST will:
· Ensure that getting everyone home safely at the end of the day is recognized as an important core value of our parks.
· Fully implement Operational Leadership and park safety plans, as well as continue to work with safety professionals to improve the safety program at our parks. 
· Work to create a more diverse workforce.
· Support the parks’ Safety, Health and Wellness Committee.
· Look for opportunities to address health and wellness in the workplace.
· Strengthen the effectiveness of leadership and supervision.
· Plan and implement a special celebration of the Centennial for current and past park employees, partners, volunteers and neighbors on Founders Day in 2016.


Centennial Events
Throughout 2016, GEWA and THST will host a variety of special events to celebrate the NPS Centennial.

GEWA Events
NPS Film Festival- January 30-31- Want to know more about our National Parks? Enjoy a small sampling of National Park Service films from around the nation as we kick off our Centennial year.
GW Birthday Celebration- February 15- Join us as we celebrate George Washington’s 284th birthday with special programs and, of course, birthday cake!
Black History Month: The Enslaved Population at Popes Creek Plantation- February 27- Little is known about the enslaved population of Popes Creek Plantation. Various programs throughout the day will explore what we know and the mysteries that remain.
Women’s History Month: The Washington Women- March 26- Although much is known of our namesake, George Washington, less is known about the women in George Washington’s life. Hear stories about Mary and Martha Washington and other women who helped shape George’s life.
Junior Ranger/Archeology/Paleontology Day - April 23 - April is traditionally Junior Ranger month, but this year George Washington Birthplace will be including in its celebration, an opportunity to learn more about Paleontology, the study of fossils and life before mankind. 90% of all National Park Service sites have paleontological resources found in the park. Participants can earn a Junior Ranger Badge and special stickers!
The Dream Rocket Project: An Art Show- May 1 to August 3- Students from three Virginia schools will showcase their art at the park using the theme, “A Good Piece of Land.”
Spring on the Plantation- May 21- Join park staff and volunteers for a variety of activities around the park including sheep shearing, tobacco planting, blacksmithing, and open hearth cooking.
Revolutionary War Encampment- June 11- Hear the 5th Battalion, Cumberland County (PA) Militia and His Majesty’s Marines talk about camp life during the War for American Independence. Musket demonstration firings will be conducted twice during the event.
Flag Day- June 25- Flag Day commemorates the adoption of the first flag of the United States. Park staff will talk about the history of the U.S. flag as well as many other flags used in our nation’s history.
American Indian Heritage Day- July 23- Join local Rappahannock tribe members as they celebrate their American Indian heritage with music and dancing.
Founders Day- August 27- Celebrate the 100th anniversary of the National Park Service with a look back at the period in which George Washington Birthplace was created, the 1930s. Staff and volunteers will wear clothing from the era, and music and games from the period will be provided.
Constitution Day- September 17- Learn about George Washington’s contributions to the world’s longest constitutional document on its 229th anniversary.
Harvest Festival- October 22- Celebrate George Washington’s love of farming with a variety of harvest activities to prepare the park’s farm for winter.
Veterans Day – November 11- Join us in honoring America’s veterans. A series of special programs on the role of the military in shaping America will be offered.
A Washington Family Christmas- December 17- For over 80 years, celebrating Christmas at the Birthplace has been a local tradition. The Memorial House will be decorated for the holidays and filled with colonial music. The plantation will be busy demonstrations and activities performed by costumed interpreters. The park will be illuminated at dusk with candles. Special tours will be given of the Memorial House.

THST Events
Explore the Night Sky- April 16- Join park staff and our friends from the Southern Maryland Astronomical Society as we search for stars, planets and solar systems in the night sky.
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Junior Ranger/Archeology/Paleontology Day - April 30- April is traditionally Junior Ranger month, but this year Thomas Stone NHS will be including in its celebration, an opportunity to learn more about Paleontology, the study of fossils and life before mankind. 90% of all National Park Service sites have paleontological resources found in the park. Participants can earn a Junior Ranger Badge and special stickers!
The Dream Rocket Project: An Art Show- May 1 to August 3- Students from two Maryland schools will showcase their art at the park using the theme, “Point of View: Choosing Revolution.”
Consensus of the Senses- May 14- How many of us think about our five senses? Join us as we explore the natural world at night using our senses.
Flag Day - June 11- Flag Day commemorates the adoption of the first flag of the United States. Park staff will talk about the history of the U.S. flag as well as many other flags used in our nation’s history.
4th of July - July 4- Spend America’s 240th birthday at the home of a signer of the Declaration of Independence.
NPS Film Festival- August 27-28- Want to know more about the National Parks? Enjoy a small sampling of National Park Service films from around the nation.
Explore the Night Sky - September 10- Join park staff and our friends from the Southern Maryland Astronomical Society as we search for stars, planets and solar systems in the night sky.
Constitution Day - September 17- Learn about the men who created the Constitution, including Thomas Stone’s uncle, Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer.
National Fossil Day - October 15- Learn more about the scientific and educational value of fossils.
Consensus of the Senses- October 29- How many of us think about our five senses? Join us as we explore the natural world at night using our senses.
A Colonial Christmas - December 10- Thomas Stone’s house, Haberdeventure, will be decorated for the holidays. At dusk, the park will be illuminated by lanterns. Special tours will be given of the house. 


Special Centennial Projects
Throughout 2016, GEWA and THST will engage in specially funded projects that support A Call to Action and celebrate the NPS legacy of education and stewardship.
· Begin an Historic Resource Study at THST
· Investigate four archeological sites at GEWA
· Install energy and water saving devices at GEWA
· Design the first-ever waysides for THST
· Host park-themed student art exhibits at both GEWA and THST.
· Partner with George Washington Memorial Parkway to coordinate a student learning exchange. 
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