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Jargon Unplugged 
Adapted from the Non-native Invasive Species Learning Kit produced by the United States Forest Service - Eastern Region

Overview:  With each new subject of study comes a new set of words. Students will have fun playing this word game while they become familiar with the terminology used to talk about invasive species.
Activity Time: 
20 – 40 minutes 
Grades:
5-12
Group Size: 
Divide large groups into small groups of 3 - 10 students (about 6 is ideal!)
Materials Included:
Copies of words and definitions. 

Materials Not Included:
Pieces of identical scrap paper. Pencil for each student.
Set up: 
· Select about 10 words from pages 4-8 that you would like to introduce to your students
· Copy one set of the word cards for each group. 

· Prepare pieces of identical scrap paper. For a class of 30 students, you will need about 300 pieces of paper to introduce 10 words.
Introduction:
Words are often the key to knowledge. Since words mean different things to different people in different situations, it is important to be familiar with the meanings of words in a particular field of study. 
Consider the word “noxious”. What images come to your mind? What would “noxious” mean to you if you were a member of a hazardous materials team or a wastewater treatment specialist? Here are a few other professions and the thoughts the word “noxious” might invoke: 
· A chef might immediately remember how Teflon pans produce noxious fumes when used at high temperatures.
· A psychologist might think about a patient with aerophobia (the fear of drafts and airborne noxious substances). 
· A doctor would probably remember a case of chemical pneumonitis caused by the inhalation of noxious chlorine gas. 
· An ethicist would recall a recent news story that illustrates the corruption of society by noxious doctrines. 
· A plant ecologist would think about a noxious weed that is dangerous to human health or damaging to the environment.
As you can see, words can have special meanings when associated with a particular field of study. When you are familiar with the vocabulary, the subject is easier to understand. Have fun learning these new words as they relate to non-native invasive species. 
Doing the Activity:
1. Introduce the object of the game. See page 2. 

2. Review the directions for playing and scoring. See page 2-3. 

3. Answer any questions. See FAQs on page 3. 

4. Divide the students into groups. While a group of 6 is ideal, group sizes can vary from 3 to 10 students. 

5. Play!
Jargon Unplugged Game Directions
Object of Game 
To score the most points by (a) inventing phony definitions that trick fellow players and/or (b) choosing the correct definitions.
How to Play 

1. The youngest person in the group is the leader. 
2. The leader begins the game by secretly choosing a word card, pronouncing the word, and spelling it for the other players. 
3. The other players write the word down on their scraps of paper, invent phony definitions, and initial their papers. 
4. While the other players are creating their definitions, the leader copies the correct definition from the card onto an identical piece of scrap paper and hides the card. 
5. The leader collects all the definitions, shuffles them, and glances through them. 
6. The leader reads all the definitions aloud to the rest of the players. 
7. The leader then reads the definitions a second time so that the other players can decide which definition they will vote for as the “correct” definition. 
8. Moving clockwise from the leader, each player indicates which definition he/she thinks is the correct one. As each player chooses a definition, the leader writes the player’s initials on the corresponding scrap of paper. 
9. After every player has guessed, the leader reveals the true meaning and totals the scores. 
10. The leader reads the Jargon Unplugged section on the card to learn more about how the word is used to talk about invasive species. 
11. The player to the leader’s left becomes the new leader, and play continues in the same manner.
How to Score
The first player with 20 points wins the game. 
3 points - Awarded to any player who writes a definition that is correct or very close to correct. 
3 points - Awarded to the leader if no one picks the correct definition. 
2 points - Awarded to each player who picks the correct definition. 
1 point - Awarded to a player for each vote his/her phony definition receives.
FAQs 

What if a player knows the correct definition of the word in play? 
The player should write the definition on his/her scrap paper and turn it in. If the definition is similar or very close, the leader should tell the player that the definition is correct, award the player 3 points, remind him/her not to vote in this round, and remove the player’s definition from the game. 
What if more than one player knows the correct definition? 
The leader reads the correct definition and cancels the round. Every player who submitted a correct definition receives 3 points. The play then continues with the next person clockwise as the new leader. 
Why should the leader take the time to look through all the definitions before starting to read them?

It is in the best interest of the leader to read the definitions convincingly without stumbling on poor handwriting or misspelled words. Remember, if no one guesses the correct definition, the leader gets 3 points. 
How do you trick people into choosing your definition? 
It helps to read the dictionary regularly! Try to be creative, yet believable. Pick up on something familiar about the word and invent a definition around it. If you can’t get people to vote for your definitions, try to get people to laugh at them! 
Why do we have to use identical pieces of scrap paper? 
Some over-observant players may use the paper as a clue to who wrote which definition. 
Can you vote for your own definition? 
Yes. You might do that to throw other players off, but you don’t get a point for your vote. 
Isn’t the person with the best vocabulary going to win? 
Not necessarily. You don’t have to know the definitions to win. If you can write definitions that will trick other players and keep a straight face as the leaders read your definitions, you will do great.
	Allelopathic 

(al-lee-luh-PATH-ik) 

adj. producing chemical compounds that can affect the growth of nearby plants 
Jargon Unplugged
Under laboratory conditions, invasive spotted knapweed appears to be an allelopathic plant. It produces a chemical that can inhibit the germination and root growth of native grasses and trees, increasing its competitive advantage.
	Air Bladder 

(air BLAD-er) 

n. a sac containing air that helps to maintain bouyancy and assists in respiration 

Jargon Unplugged 

Invasive snakehead fish are capable of breathing air using an air bladder that works as a primitive lung. Most fish don’t have air bladders. An air bladder is just one of several special adaptations that allow invasive snakehead fish to outcompete native fish.

	Ballast 
(BAL-est) 
n. extra weight in the hull of a ship to improve its stability 
Jargon Unplugged 
Many non-native species arrived in America in the ballast of ships. A long time ago, ships used soil for ballast. These ships carried the seeds and roots of many terrestrial non-native plants such as spotted knapweed. More recently, ships using water for ballast transported aquatic invasive species such as zebra mussels.
	Biennial 
(buy-EN-nee-ahl) 
n. a plant that completes its life cycle in two years 
Jargon Unplugged 
Many invasive species are biennials. The first year they grow a rosette of leaves and a strong root. The second year they send up a flowering stalk. Garlic mustard is an example of an invasive biennial.

	Biota 
(buy-OH-tuh) 
n. all the plants (flora) and animals (fauna) of a particular region 
Jargon Unplugged 
The biota of the Eastern Region of the United States includes native, non-native, and invasive species (i.e., all flowering plants, non-flowering plants, animals, fungi, and microbes).
	Cathartic 
(ka-THAR-tik) 
adj. inducing the purging of the intestines, especially a laxative 
Jargon Unplugged 
When a bird eats buckthorn berries, it gets a severe case of diarrhea. The diarrhea causes the bird to become dehydrated and prevents it from getting the nutrition it needs to survive. Unfortunately, birds quickly spread buckthorn seeds when they eat the cathartic berries.


	Co-carcinogen 

(CO-kar-SIN-uh-jen) 

n. a substance or factor that will not promote cancer by itself, but can make cancer-causing agents more powerful 

Jargon Unplugged 

The latex that oozes out of leafy spurge plants can cause severe dermatitis in humans and animals. The sap is also a co-carcinogen.
	Defoliate 

(dee-FOE-lee-ate) 

v. to deprive of leaves, especially prematurely 

Jargon Unplugged 

Gypsy moths are an invasive insect pest of northeastern forests. Each summer, the hungry larvae can defoliate over 500 species of trees and shrubs covering thousands of acres.

	Endemic 

(en-DEM-ik)

adj. native to a particular area or region 

Jargon Unplugged 

We consider most plants and animals native to the United States if they were present here before European settlement. Chickadees are endemic to New York state. Starlings, which people introduced in the 1800s, are not endemic.
	Eradicate 

(i-RAD-uh-kate) 

v. to eliminate 

Jargon Unplugged 

Because invasive species damage native habitats, many people would like to eradicate them from natural areas.

	Flavivirus 

(FLAY-veh-VI-russ) 

n. a disease-causing virus that is carried by arthropods (e.g., yellow fever virus, St. Louis encephalitis virus, and dengue virus) 

Jargon Unplugged 

Plants and animals aren’t the only invasive species that should be cause for concern. West Nile Virus is an invasive flavivirus from Africa, Europe, and the Middle East that spreads to humans through mosquitoes.
	Forage 

(FOR-idge) 

n. food for domestic animals; fodder; animal food for browsing or grazing 

Jargon Unplugged 

Most domestic animals eat non-native forage such as timothy hay, wheat, and oats.


	Fragmentation 
(FRAG-men-TAY-shun) 
n. a type of asexual reproduction that occurs when part of a parent plant breaks off and begins to grow independently 
Jargon Unplugged 
When boat motors cut hydrilla into pieces, the pieces can form new plants. Fragmentation enables hydrilla to be extremely invasive.
	Frass 
(frass) 
n. debris or excrement produced by insects 
Jargon Unplugged 
When gypsy moth caterpillar populations are extremely high, you don’t have to look hard to find the caterpillars. Simply stand still in the forest. You will be able to hear the caterpillars muching on leaves! Not only that, their frass sounds like rain falling to the ground!

	Homogocene 
(hoe-MODGE-a-scene) 
adj. relating to the current period marked by a blending of species around the globe 
Jargon Unplugged 
Some scientists call the current geological period the Homogocene Era because invasive species are blurring the distinctions between natural communities. If this trend continues, scientists fear that a small number of very aggressive plants and animals will dominate the world’s ecosystems.
	Invasive 
(In-VAY-siv) 
adj. tending to invade healthy habitats 
Jargon Unplugged 
Not all non-native species are invasive. However, when a non-native species invades a natural area, spreads rapidly, and displaces native species, it is an invasive species

	Monoculture 
(MON-oh-CUL-chure) 
n. a community consisting of only one species 
Jargon Unplugged 
When garlic mustard invaded the forest, it outcompeted the native understory vegetation and left behind a monoculture of garlic mustard. We also cultivate monocultures of nonnative wheat, rice, oats, and other crops.
	Native 
(NAYT-iv) 
adj. naturally occuring in a specific area, not introduced 
Jargon Unplugged 
Scientists consider most plants and animals native to the United States if they were present in a given area before European settlement. These species are adapted to local growing conditions, including predators and climate. Prairie cordgrass is native to wet prairies in Illinois.


	Naturalized 
(NACH-ruh-LYZED) 
adj. occurring without the aid and/or benefits of cultivation 
Jargon Unplugged 
People brought Queen Anne’s lace here from Europe. Now it grows in fields, ditches, fencerows, and pastures without any help from people. It is a naturalized plant that is common throughout eastern North America.
	Nonindigenous 
(NON-in-DIDGE-uh-nuss) 
adj. not found living naturally in a particular region or environment 
Jargon Unplugged 
Nonindigenous species come from other parts of the country or the world. While the wild boar is native in its home countries in Eurasia, it is a nonindigenous species here in the United States.

	Non-native 
(non-NAYT-iv) 
adj. not originating in a particular place or vicinity 
Jargon Unplugged 
Every species is native to somewhere! When people introduce a species native to one part of the world into a new area, it is considered a non-native species in that area. Black locust, which is native to southern Ohio, is a nonnative species in northern Ohio.
	Noxious 
(KNOCK-shus) 
adj. harmful or destructive to agriculture or human health 
Jargon Unplugged 
Scientists placed giant hogweed on the federal noxious weed list because of its potential menace as a public health hazard. Because it is a noxious weed, people cannot legally sell, trade, or plant giant hogweed.

	Palatable 
(PAL-uht-uh-bull) 
adj. tasty or edible 
Jargon Unplugged 
If leafy spurge leaves were palatable, livestock might be more likely to eat them. Because livestock do not eat them, leafy spurge thrives while livestock consume the diminishing numbers of native plants.
	Photodermatitis 

(FOE-toe-dur-muh-TIE-tiss) 

n. inflammation of the skin caused by exposure to ultraviolet light 

Jargon Unplugged 

Wild parsnip sap sensitizes the skin to ultraviolet radiation. This can result in severe blistering and painful photodermatitis. Because the inflammation is caused by plant juices, it is called phyto-photodernatitis.


	Prolific 
(pruh-LIF-ik) 
adj. producing abundant quantities of young or fruit 
Jargon Unplugged 
One female zebra mussel can produce 30,000 to 1,000,000 eggs in one year. Because they are so prolific, they can outcompete other aquatic organisms.
	Propagule 
(PROP-uh-GYOOL) 
n. a vegetative portion of a plant, such as a bud or other offshoot, that is capable of forming a new plant
Jargon Unplugged 
Hydrilla plants produce turions (dormant buds) on the stems and tubers on the roots. These propagules can easily develop into new plants. Both turions and tubers help hydrilla spread rapidly

	Seed bank 
n. seeds that lie dormant in the soil until conditions are right for germination 
Jargon Unplugged 
One reason it is so hard to get rid of invasive plants is that the seeds can lie dormant in the soil for years. Control efforts must continue until all the seeds have germinated and the seed bank is exhausted.
	Weed 

n. a plant growing where it is not wanted 
Jargon Unplugged 
Homeowners plant cornflowers in flowerbeds to beautify their homes. They carefully remove dandelions and other weeds so the cornflowers look nice. If the cornflowers escape into nearby natural areas, ecologists consider them invasive weeds. Weeds can be native species or non-native species.
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