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Welcome to Lewis and Clark National Historical Park! It is the goal of the park’s staff to 
provide each park visitor an enjoyable, educational and safe experience. Please review this 
guide to prepare for your visit. We realize this is long packet so we have also included a 
quick checklist (page 15) to help you. 
 

The Class of Discovery Program is designed for two classes per day. Each class participates in: 

hands-on programs at the fort for 3 hours (approximate), which are conducted by Fort Activity 

Instructors; lunch at the fort (30-minutes); 3 hours participating in Park Exploration (theme 

program activities conducted by the teacher); and a concluding muzzle loading rifle or musket 

program.  

Program Requirements 
Each class and school participating in the program must complete the minimum program 

requirements for “Class of Discovery”. 

1. One teacher per class participates in the 8 hour “Class of Discovery Teachers’ Workshop” 

(Teachers returning do not have to repeat the course.) 

2. The Teacher organizes and conducts the Park Exploration Activities. 

3. Have five adult helpers willing to attend a four hour workshop (Fort Activity Instructor 

Training—FAIT) prior to the class visit. (Returning adult helpers do not have to attend 

the training.) 

4. Those five adult helpers (FAIT) teach the students at the fort during the class visit. 

 

Pre-Visit Preparation  

Behavior Expectations  
Included in this pre-visit packet are Student (page 16) and Adult Job Descriptions (page 17). 

Please follow these instructions to help support your National Park. 
 

Student Preparations 
Pre-visit preparation is required for this program. Each student should have a basic 

understanding of the Lewis and Clark Expedition prior to arrival in the park. On page 18 of this 

booklet is the Historical Knowledge handout, a list of specific facts that each student should 

know prior to their visit. The activities and lessons we covered during the workshop and the 

additional activities in the educator’s guide will help you to prepare your students. The videos 

your school received at the first workshop your school participated in are a good place to start 

in preparing your students and your adult helpers.  

 

Student Journals  
All students must have a journal or blank rag paper for one of the activities at the fort. 

Creating a journal can be a good pre-visit activity as both Lewis and Clark, and a few enlisted 

men, maintained detailed journals. A lesson plan for creating a journal and introducing the 

expedition journals is available in the “Educator’s Resource Guide” (pg. A-4) for your use.  
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Chaperone Preparations 
All adults must be willing to work with the students in all activities and locations of the park, 

even if they did not attend the training. An “Adult Job Description” (page 17) and “Fort 

Activities Instructor Booklet” are in this pre-visit packet; you also received one when you took 

the “Class of Discovery Teacher’s Workshop”. Please make copies of each of these for your 

instructors and hand them out prior to their training date--this will give them time to become 

familiar with their part of the program as well as learn a little about Fort Clatsop and the Lewis 

and Clark Expedition.  

 

Fort Activity Instructors  
Each school must provide at least 5 adult volunteers to be trained to teach the hands-on 

activities at the fort. Each of these Fort Activity Instructors must attend a 4-hour training 

session at Lewis and Clark National Historical Park prior to the school’s visit. You are 

encouraged to bring other chaperones to the park to either participate in the training course at 

the fort or to explore the park and visitor center so they will be prepared to conduct any 

activities you request. Enclosed is a Fort Activity Instructor Training Registration Form for 

your use (page 24). The contact teacher is responsible for arranging and registering Fort 

Activity Instructors for their school. If a Fort Activity Instructor Trainee needs to change 

their reservation, please have them contact the park’s Education Program (503) 861-4422 as 

soon as possible. The park’s education specialist will then work directly with the instructor 

trainee. The park will track registration and attendance of FAIT volunteers and keep the 

contact teacher informed. If other adult volunteers wish to visit to prepare for their visit 

please contact the park to obtain a waiver of entrance fees.  

 

Additional Adult Helpers  
Arrange for at least one adult helper for every five students. If you have submitted the “Park 

Waiver of Fees” it allows for up to one adult for every three students. Extra adults will be 

required to pay the current admission fee. Please count all adults with your group, including Fort 

Activity Instructors and each teacher in this count. 
 

Group Organization 

Nametag 
Please have all members of your group wear nametags to help us address individuals, as well as 

to identify your group. We’re including a nametag template (page 20) for you to use before your 

park visit. Nametags serve as admission passes once your entrance fee is paid or a fee waiver is 

on file. Due to the number of visitors to the park it is extremely important to be able to 

identify members of school groups at a glance.  
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As part of the program at the fort, students are randomly assigned the name of a member of 

the expedition by the ranger at the fort. You may assign these names to students prior to your 

visit if you wish. This is often a good pre-visit activity involving researching their expedition 

member. If you wish the students to remain that person, please let the staff know prior to the 

start of the program at the fort. Classes are divided into four small groups at the fort. The 

ranger will randomly divide the class unless otherwise requested by the teacher prior to the 

program.  

 

Lunches  
Please pack all lunches in cardboard boxes or crates. Upon arrival in the park, they will be 

stored in a locked closet until lunch time. There is no space for extra items, such as backpacks, 

at the fort, so all extra items will need to be stored with the lunches. This area can usually be 

accessed by the ranger on duty in the visitor center if there are no other groups, or there is 

not an audio-visual program going on. Lunch can be at the fort or in the picnic area. It is the 

teacher’s choice just let us know which is decided. We do not have any eating facilities in the 

visitor center. Lunch start time is approximate; it begins when the morning fort group has 

completed its activities. All students must stay in the eating area, except to use the restroom. 

Once both groups have cleaned up after lunch, the ranger will begin the afternoon fort session.  

 

Preserve and Protect the Park Environment  
Please help us to cut back on food and container packaging at the park. Remind parents and 

students to pack food in reusable or recyclable containers and to bring only what they can eat 

during their lunch break.  We have a composting and recycling program at the park. “Ranger 

Recycle” will spend a few minutes with the students to help them with their lunches.  Any help 

you can offer the ranger in assisting the students in getting the items in the proper containers 

is greatly appreciated. 

  

What to Wear or Bring  
Be prepared for rain. The North coast of Oregon is the one of wettest location in the lower 

forty-eight states. Coats, sweaters, hats and/or raincoats may be necessary on any day, at any 

time of the year (yes, even summer!). Safe footwear is necessary. High-heeled shoes and open 

toed sandals are highly discouraged. The trails consist of wood chips and the floor of the fort is 

uneven. When it is raining VERY large mud puddles form on all the major trails and entrances to 

the fort rooms. Also, there are large numbers of mosquitoes at the park during the spring and 

early summer. Insect repellent may also be necessary.  

 

Accessibility  
The trails (wood chipped), restrooms and theaters at Lewis and Clark National Historical Park 

are accessible to all visitors. Parts of the Fort are accessible. Please contact us in advance so 

we can accommodate your needs. Foreign language and Braille brochures are available in the 
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Visitor Center. The program presented at the Fort replica is designed to be interactive, so all 

students will have a worthwhile learning experience.  

 

Bookstore  
Students can shop in the Lewis & Clark National Park Association Bookstore during the Visitor 

Center activity. Please let us know before you arrive if you do not wish your students to shop. 

Please accompany small groups of students to help them with decision making, line monitoring 

and paying for items. Purchases will be marked with the shopper’s name and placed in a labeled 

container provided by the school and then held behind the counter until the end of your 

program. Please let us know beforehand if you do not wish your students to shop. A list of items 

commonly bought by students and their costs (under $10) is provided (page 21 ) to help assist 

with shopping. 

 

Arrival  
Please arrive on time. The park usually has a number of other groups (both school and tour 

groups) visiting the park during your program, and some of them may be arriving shortly after 

your scheduled arrival time. If a group’s arrival is more than 30 minutes after the scheduled 

time, the planned program will be greatly modified. This program begins before the park 

opens at 9 a.m., however the gates will open at 8:30 a.m. for your group. 

 

Directions to the park (page 22) and a map of the park (page 23) have been included in this pre-

visit packet; please familiarize yourself with each of the locations your group will be visiting. 

The fort, visitor center, trails, picnic area and the flagpole (where your group will gather for 

the start of the program) are all indicated on the map as well.  Please have your bus park in the 

unloading area. Then have the contact teacher check-in with the rangers. For our records and 

reports, we will ask you for the total number of students and adults. While the teacher is 

checking in, the students under supervision are welcome to use the restrooms if needed.  Please 

have the lunches placed into the  

 

Changes  
If for some reason you find it necessary to cancel or reschedule your visit, notify the park as 

soon as possible. It is also important to notify the park if there are any changes in your group 

size. Please note that if your group has fewer than 60 students, another school may be booked 

with your group.  More questions? Please call the Education Program at (503) 861-4422.



6 | P a g e  

2/25/2016 

 

Program Schedule  

 
The “Class of Discovery” program schedule (samples on pages 8 through 11) has components that 

are pre-set by park staff and components which are the teacher’s responsibility to conduct. 

The fort program is pre-set by park staff and is coordinated by the ranger at the fort that 

day. The park exploration (teacher conducted activities) is the responsibility of each teacher. 

The teacher must choose which park exploration activities will be conducted and in which time 

schedule.  

 

If your school wishes to alter the set program schedule, or you would like to alter any of the 

set times, you must make a request to the park’s Education Staff. This request must be 

received, and approved by the park, prior to your submission of Forms 1-3.  

 

Park Exploration  
“Park Exploration” is the time allotted for each teacher to conduct lessons about the Lewis and 

Clark Expedition on the site where they spent the winter in 1805-06. There are a variety of 

itinerary and activity options available to help you tailor your visit for your class. These 

activities are introduced during the teacher’s workshop. Full descriptions and background 

information are available in the educator’s resource guide from the workshop.  

 

Activity Options  
The following lists of activities are available for use with first-year participants. Those 

teachers who successfully conduct a “Class of Discovery” program may, at their discretion, use 

additional teacher-created activities or other advanced activities. A satisfactory, or higher, 

rating on the park’s evaluation of your program and visit qualifies you to alter your program.  

 

On-Site Activities    Source  

Cross and Examine     Educator’s Resource Guide, Page F-5  

Exhibit Seek and Find    Handout from Teacher’s Workshop  

Expedition Hunt     Educator’s Resource Guide, Page H-1  

Home Sweet Home    Educator’s Resource Guide, Page D-7  

Plant Discovery     Educator’s Resource Guide, Page D-1  

Big Trees      Scientific Discovery Guide, Page 3.20  

Mystery Plants     Handout from Teacher’s Workshop  

Rainy, Cloudy and Clear Days:  

Weather for Better or Worse   Scientific Discovery Guide, Page 6.2  

Which Whale?     Scientific Discovery Guide, Page 4.20  
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Park Exploration Itinerary Options  
 

Each teacher must choose one itinerary schedule option for their visit.  

 

Option 1 (two activity sessions) 

Morning:  

9:15-10:30 Activities  

10:30-10:45 Break  

10:45-12:15 Activities  

 

Afternoon:  

1:00-2:00 Activities  

2:00-2:15 Break  

2:15-3:30 Activities  

 

Option 2 (three activities--no break) 

Morning:  

9:15-10:15 Activities  

10:15-11:15 Activities  

11:15-12:15 Activities  

 

Afternoon:  

1:00-1:45 Activities  

1:45-2:45 Activities  

2:45-3:30 Activities  

 

 

 

 

Option 3 (four activity sessions) 

Morning:  

9:15-10:10 Activities  

10:10-10:35 Break  

10:35-11:25 Activities  

11:25-12:15 Activities  

 

Afternoon:  

1:00-1:40 Activities  

1:40-1:55 Break  

1:55-2:50 Activities  

2:50-3:30 Activities  

 

Option 4 (unequal sessions) 

Morning:  

9:15-10:00 Visitor Center Activity  

10:00-11:00 Trail Activity  

11:00-11:15 Break  

11:15-12:15 Outdoor Activity  

 

Afternoon:  

1:00-1:30 Visitor Center Activity  

1:30-2:30 Trail Activity  

2:30-2:45 Break  

2:45-3:30 Outdoor Activity 

 

 

 

*You may divide your class and have chaperones conduct the activities you choose, or you may 

keep your class as a single group and conduct the activities yourself. Some activities are more 

educational if they are conducted in small groups. 
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Group Information Forms  
 

Once all teachers have selected which activities and which Itinerary Option you are going to 

use, complete one set for each class and return to the park at least 14 days prior to your visit. 

They outline what you will be doing and when. A set is included in the pre-visit packet. Please 

return these forms so as we can better prepare for your group.  

 

Form 1: Group Information (sample page 9)  

This form reports your Fort Activity Instructor assignments, what equipment you need to 

borrow and pre-visit and post-visit study.  

 

Form 2: Class A--Fort in Afternoon (sample page 10)  

This form is your actual itinerary for one-half of your group. Please fill in times for your 

Park Exploration Schedule Choice and Activity Choices.  

 

Form 3: Class B--Fort in Morning (sample page 11)  

This is the actual itinerary for the other half of your group. Please fill in times for your 

Park Exploration Schedule Choice and Activity Choices.  

 

Keep copies of Forms 2 and 3 for your records. Any deviations from the printed itinerary, other 

than typical flexibility due to program timing, please make a request to the park’s Education 

Program prior to submission. 
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FORM 1       “Class of Discovery” 

Sample     Group Information 
 
Return at least 14 days prior to your visit 
Please make a copy for your files, then mail or fax (503)861-4428 to the park. 
 
 
Date of Visit School:  Expedition School                                                                                     
Teacher(s) Name(s):  Lewis Clark, William Meriwether                                                      

School Divided:     X         By Class                Mixed     

Which group will go to the fort in the Morning?  

 Lewis Clark’s Class                                       

Which group will go to the fort in the Afternoon?    

            William Meriwether                                      

Fort Activity Instructor Assignments: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What classroom work will you be doing both before and after your visit? 

 

Pre-visit Activities: 
“With great pains and accuracy”—Journals   Watched “A Clatsop Winter Story” 
Mapping the West   Animals of this country  research the members of the expedition  
 
Post-visit Activities: 
Passage through Many Nations  Then & Now  Deemed Rare or Extinct 
 

 
Activity 

 
Name 

 
Training 
Date 

 
Name 

 
Training 
Date 

 
Candle Making 

 
1)  John Ordway 

 
9/18/07 

 
2)  Alex Willard 

 
9/25/07 

 
Fires 

 
1) Nate Pryor 

 
9/19/08 

 
2)  optional 

 
 

 
Journals 

 
1)  Pat Gass 

 
9/25/08 

 
2)  optional 

 
 

 
Guard Duty 

 
1)  optional 

 
 

 
2)  optional 

 
           

 
Hides and Furs 

 
1)  Joe Whitehouse 

 
9/19/08 2)  optional 
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Sample   Class A--Fort in Afternoon 
 

School Name:  Expedition School 
Teacher: William Meriwhether 
Visit Date:  Oct. 3 
8:45  Arrival 

Teacher checks in with rangers while chaperones organize group. 

Fort Activity Instructors go to Fort 

9:00  Orientation at Flagpole 

9:15-12:15 Please Indicate Your Schedule 

 

Will the group doing the park exploration  

divide into smaller groups or stay as one 

group? (May is not a good time to be one large group) 

          Whole        x    Divided 
 

 
  

Equipment Needed to Borrow:    

What and How Many?   Tangents and tape measures 
(5), plants photos (set) and bags (25)                                                                                   

12:15-12:45 Lunches at the Fort 

12:45-1:00 clean up Fort after Lunch (all groups) 

1:00-3:30 Fort Program 

1:00-1:30 Captain’s Meeting by the fort ranger 

1:30-3:30 4 small group rotations for group activities  

Break as needed. 

* Candle Making 

* Journal writing (with quill pen and ink) & Guard Duty 

* Flint-n-Steel Fire Starting 

* Hides and Furs  

3:30 Muzzle Loading 

3:45 Departure  

Times are approximate. Rotation to large group activities is dependent upon fort activities. 

 
Which Activities Are you Conducting? 
 
Cross and Examine 

(Educator’s Res. 
Guide pg. F-5) 

 
X 

 
Plant Discovery 

(Educator’s Res. 
Guide pg. H-3) 

 
 

 
Exhibit Seek & Find  

(workshop handout) 

 
X 

 
Mystery Plants 

(laminated photos) 

 
X 

 
Expedition Hunt 
(Educator’s Res. 
Guide pg. H-1) 

 
 

 
Big Trees 

(Science guide  

pg. 3.20) 

 
X 

 
Home Sweet Home 

(Educator’s Res. 
Guide pg. D-7) 

 
 

 
Weather 

(Science guide pg. 
6.1) 

 
 

 
Which Whale? 

(Science guide  

pg. 4.20) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Which Itinerary Option Are you Using? 
 
2 Sessions 

 
 

 
4 sessions 

 
X 

 
3 sessions 

 
 

 
4 unequal sessions 
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FORM 3    Class of Discovery 

Sample   Class B--Fort in Morning 
 

School Name: Expedition School                                                              
Teacher:       Lewis Clark                                                              
Visit Date:  Oct. 3                              
8:45  Arrival 

Teacher checks in with rangers while chaperones organize group. 

Fort Activity Instructors go to Fort 

9:00  Orientation at Flagpole 

9:15-12:15 Fort Program 

9:15-9:45 Captain’s Meeting by the fort ranger 

9:45-12:15 4 small group rotations for group activities 

Break as needed. 

* Candle Making 

* Journal writing (with quill pen and ink) & Guard Duty 

* Flint-n-Steel Fire Starting 

* Hides and Furs 

12:15-12:45 Lunches at the Fort 

12:45-1:00 clean up Fort after Lunch (all groups) 

1:00-3:30  Please Indicate Your Schedule 

 

Will the group doing the park exploration 

divide into smaller groups or stay as one 

group? (May is not a good time to be one large group) 
        Whole      X    Divided 
 

 

Equipment Needed to Borrow:    

What and How Many? Tangents and tape measures (5), plants photos (set) and bags (25), 
weather gauge 

3:30 Muzzle Loading 

3:45 Departure 

Times are approximate. Rotation to large group activities is dependent upon fort activities 

 
Which Activities Are you Conducting? 
 
Cross and Examine 

(Educator’s Res. 
Guide pg. F-5) 

 
X 

 
Plant Discovery 

(Educator’s Res. 
Guide pg. H-3) 

 
 

 
Exhibit Seek & Find  

(workshop handout) 

 
X 

 
Mystery Plants 

(laminated photos) 

 
x 

 
Expedition Hunt 
(Educator’s Res. 
Guide pg. H-1) 

 
x 

 
Big Trees 

(Science guide  

pg. 3.20) 

 
x 

 
Home Sweet Home 

(Educator’s Res. 
Guide pg. D-7) 

 
 

 
Weather 

(Science guide pg. 
6.1) 

 
x 

 
Which Whale? 

(Science guide  

pg. 4.20) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Which Itinerary Option Are you Using? 
 
2 Sessions 

 
 

 
4 sessions 

 
 

 
3 sessions 

 
X 

 
4 unequal sessions 
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      Group Information 
 
Return at least 14 days prior to your visit 
Please make a copy for your files, then mail or fax (503)861-4428 to the park. 
 
 
Date of Visit School:   

Teacher(s) Name(s):   

School Divided:                By Class                Mixed                Single Class 

Which group will go to the fort in the Morning?  

                                        

Which group will go to the fort in the Afternoon?    

                                                 

Fort Activity Instructor Assignments: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What classroom work will you be doing both before and after your visit? 

 

Pre-visit Activities: 
 
  
 
Post-visit Activities: 
 

 
Activity 

 
Name 

 
Training 
Date 

 
Name 

 
Training 
Date 

 
Candle Making 

 
1)   

2)    

 
 
Fires 

 
1)    

2)  optional  
 
Journals 

 
1)     

 
  
 

 
Guard Duty 1)  optional   

 
  
           

 
Hides and Furs 

 
1)    2)  optional 
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FORM 2    Class of Discovery 

     Fort in Afternoon 
 

School Name:    
Teacher:  
Visit Date:   

8:45  Arrival 

Teacher checks in with rangers while chaperones organize group. 

Fort Activity Instructors go to Fort 

9:00  Orientation at Flagpole 

9:15-12:15 Please Indicate Your Schedule 

 

Will the group doing the park exploration  

divide into smaller groups or stay as one 

group? (May is not a good time to be one large group) 

          Whole            Divided 

 
 
  

Equipment Needed to Borrow:    

What and How Many?                                                                                      

12:15-12:45 Lunches at the Fort 

12:45-1:00 clean up Fort after Lunch (all groups) 

1:00-3:30 Fort Program 

1:00-1:30 Captain’s Meeting by the fort ranger 

1:30-3:30 4 small group rotations for group activities  

Break as needed. 

* Candle Making 

* Journal writing (with quill pen and ink) & Guard Duty 

* Flint-n-Steel Fire Starting 

* Hides and Furs 

3:30 Muzzle Loading 

3:45 Departure  

Times are approximate. Rotation to large group activities is dependent upon fort activities. 

 
Which Activities Are you Conducting? 
 
Cross and Examine 

(Educator’s Res. 
Guide pg. F-5) 

 
 

 
Plant Discovery 

(Educator’s Res. 
Guide pg. H-3) 

 
 

 
Exhibit Seek & Find  

(workshop handout) 

 
 

 
Mystery Plants 

(laminated photos) 

 
 

 
Expedition Hunt 
(Educator’s Res. 
Guide pg. H-1) 

 
 

 
Big Trees 

(Science guide  

pg. 3.20) 

 
 

 
Home Sweet Home 

(Educator’s Res. 
Guide pg. D-7) 

 
 

 
Weather 

(Science guide pg. 
6.1) 

 
 

 
Which Whale? 

(Science guide  

pg. 4.20) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Which Itinerary Option Are you Using? 
 
2 Sessions 

 
 

 
4 sessions 

 
 

 
3 sessions 

 
 

 
4 unequal sessions 
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FORM 3    Class of Discovery 

       Fort in Morning 
 

School Name:                                                               
Teacher:                                                                  
Visit Date:                               
8:45  Arrival 

Teacher checks in with rangers while chaperones organize group. 

Fort Activity Instructors go to Fort 

9:00  Orientation at Flagpole 

9:15-12:15 Fort Program 

9:15-9:45 Captain’s Meeting by the fort ranger 

9:45-12:15 4 small group rotations for group activities 

Break as needed. 

* Candle Making 

* Journal writing (with quill pen and ink) 

* Flint-n-Steel Fire Starting 

* Hides, Furs and Guard Duty 

12:15-12:45 Lunches at the Fort 

12:45-1:00 clean up Fort after Lunch (all groups) 

1:00-3:30  Please Indicate Your Schedule 

 

Will the group doing the park exploration 

divide into smaller groups or stay as one 

group? (May is not a good time to be one large group) 
        Whole          Divided 
 

 

Equipment Needed to Borrow:    

What and How Many?  

3:30 Muzzle Loading 

3:45 Departure 

Times are approximate. Rotation to large group activities is dependent upon fort activities 

 
Which Activities Are you Conducting? 
 
Cross and Examine 

(Educator’s Res. 
Guide pg. F-5) 

 
 

 
Plant Discovery 

(Educator’s Res. 
Guide pg. H-3) 

 
 

 
Exhibit Seek & Find  

(workshop handout) 

 
 

 
Mystery Plants 

(laminated photos) 

 
 

 
Expedition Hunt 
(Educator’s Res. 
Guide pg. H-1) 

 
 

 
Big Trees 

(Science guide  

pg. 3.20) 

 
 

 
Home Sweet Home 

(Educator’s Res. 
Guide pg. D-7) 

 
 

 
Weather 

(Science guide pg. 
6.1) 

 
 

 
Which Whale? 

(Science guide  

pg. 4.20) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Which Itinerary Option Are you Using? 
 
2 Sessions 

 
 

 
4 sessions 

 
 

 
3 sessions 

 
 

 
4 unequal sessions 
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“Class of Discovery” Reminder Checklist 

 
      Arrange for at least 5 Fort Activity Instructors and 

      Make reservations for Fort Activity Instructor Training 

      Arrange for additional adult Volunteers (1:5 ratio including teachers and 

instructors) 

      Give Adult Volunteers their job description and brief them on their duties.  If 

they were not required to attend a workshop, brief them about the program.  

Make sure before your visit that all volunteers have seen, and understand, the 

activities students will be doing 

      Make copies of the pre-visit materials for other teachers 

      Complete pre-visit activities 

      Determine teacher conducted activities 

      Return Forms 1, 2 and 3. (Includes an itinerary indicating which activities you will 

be conducting and when and where they will occur, as well as which Fort Activity 

Instructors are responsible for which activities) 

      Contact park for any special arrangements (e.g. Netul River Room or equipment) at 

least 4 weeks in advance. 

      Watch videos 

      Go over conduct and behavior expectations 

      Contact bus company to verify route and times 

      Contact the park with final number and any special needs of your group one day 

prior to your trip   

      Make nametags for everyone--students and adults 

      Bring a box for each class’ bookstore purchases 

      Pack lunches in boxes to be carried to the fort.  Be sure lunches are labeled with 

students names. 

      Upon arrival park bus in unloading/loading zone in front of picket fence and gate. 

      Check-in with ranger and send instructors to the fort. 

      Return evaluation 
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Student Job Description  

 
We need your help! As you will see the park is very small, and there may be many people enjoying 

the exhibits, fort, and trails at the same time as your group. Please assist us in preserving and 

protecting the park. Here are the things that you can do to help:  

 

*  Follow directions given by the teachers, adult helpers, and park staff.  

 

*  Stay with your assigned group and adult helper. Check in with teacher or chaperone if you 

need to leave an assigned area.  

 

*  Speak in quiet voices and listen closely. Many birds and other park animals can be heard, 

but not seen.  

 

*  Walk in the visitor center, at the fort and on the trails.  

 

*  Keep to the trails. This helps control erosion and prevents destruction of the plants and 

animal habitat.  

 

*  Look at all plants and animals, but leave them for others to enjoy.  

 

*  Help keep the park clean by not littering.  

 

*  Be careful with the hands-on items.  

 

*  Bring your camera and your money if you plan to shop in the bookstore. Leave ipods and 

MP3s, games, gum and snacks behind. Please turn off cell phones.  

 

*  Help other visitors enjoy their visit. 
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Adult Helper Job Description  

 
Welcome! We’re delighted to have your help in providing a quality experience for visiting 

students, chaperones and educators. Lewis and Clark National Historical Park depends on adult 

helpers from each visiting school group to assist in providing a safe environment and a 

worthwhile experience for their group. It is very important that all adult helpers fulfill to 

their role and responsibilities. Here are some other ways you can help:  

 

* Please do not bring siblings. The programs are geared to the age of the group, and are set 

for a given number of students. Younger or older children may become bored and tired.  

 

* Please be familiar with the names of the students in your charge. This is extremely 

important in case of an emergency.  

 

* Please help students make wise choices throughout the visit. It makes a better park 

experience for all. We ask that school groups and others walk, and speak quietly in the 

park. Also, do not litter or collect animals or plants in the park. Look, don’t touch, is a 

good rule.  

 

* Please accompany students at all times, and follow the assigned schedule. Other school 

groups and visitors may be in the park at the same time as your school.  

 

* Please assist your students closely in the bookstore. A ratio of one-to-five students 

works best.  

 

* During your program PLEASE no smoking. No gum chewing, eating, drinking or smoking 

during the program. Please ensure that everyone leaves all electronic devices, games and 

snacks on the bus. Please turn off or silence cell phones.  
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Historical Knowledge for Class of Discovery 

  
 Who was the President at the time: Thomas Jefferson  

 

 Louisiana Purchase:  

o In the spring of 1803 the United States purchased an 830,000 square mile parcel 

of land from France for $15,000,000.  

o Almost doubling the size of the United States, the Louisiana Purchase allowed the 

Lewis and Clark Expedition to travel from the Mississippi River to the Rocky 

Mountains without trespassing into foreign held territory.  

 

 The United States consisted of 17 states and two territories in 1804 and extended to 

the Mississippi River.  

 

 Letter of Instructions:  

o The captains were told to look for the Northwest Passage (a water route to the 

Pacific), 

o Explore the Louisiana Purchase,  

o Collect specimens, map the country, record everything they saw, learn about the 

people, etc.  

 

 Northwest Passage: 

o  Lewis and Clark were looking for this elusive passage to the west.  

o It was hoped that it was a short portage between the Missouri and Columbia 

Rivers’ headwaters.  

o The expedition proved that no such passage existed.  

 

 The winter of 1804-05 was spent at Fort Mandan in present day North Dakota.  

o This is where the expedition hired Toussaint Charbonneau as an interpreter.  

o He brought his wife, Sacagawea, and their infant son (Jean Baptiste), along on the 

expedition.  

 

 There were 33 members in the permanent party of the expedition.  

o Military Men 

 Many had special skills: hunters, blacksmith, boatmen, tailor and even a 

fiddler 

 All volunteered for the special military assignment. 

o  Civilians:  

 Toussaint Charbonneau--Hidatsa-French interpreter  

 Sacagawea--the only woman; Shoshone Interpreter and wife to Charbonneau 

 Jean Baptiste Charbonneau --their baby  



 
2/25/2016            19  

 George Droulliard—Hunter and Interpreter of Plains Sign Language  

  York--Captain Clark’s African American slave  

 Seaman--Newfoundland dog (34th member of the expedition)  

 Many American Indian guides and interpreters along the way.  

 

 They recorded information all along their journey.  

o The captains encouraged the men to keep journals. These were bound books with 

rag paper.  

o Lewis and Clark recorded celestial (stars) observations, plant and animal 

descriptions, as well as information about the people they met. 

o Clark made maps while Lewis wrote about the plants and animals.  

o Lewis and Clark were considered educated men, but their writing and spelling were 

often incorrect by today’s standards.  

 

 The majority of the journey was by boat.  
 

 They crossed the Rocky Mountains by pack horse.  

 

 Fort Clatsop was built for their winter home. This was the best location because: 

o Trees for a fort 

o Fresh water springs 

o Protection from storms 

o It was on a small hill and out of tide areas 

o There were animals (elk) nearby for food and clothing, 

o The rivers provided was easy access for canoes 

o They could trade with the nearby Clatsop people.  

 

 Important Dates:  

o The expedition occurred from 1803-1806.  

o Left Camp Dubois and St. Louis area on May 14, 1804.  

o Fort Mandan November 2, 1804 to April 7, 1805.  

o Fort Clatsop December 7, 1805-March 23, 1806  

o Returned to St. Louis on September 23, 1806.  
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Directions to Lewis and Clark National Historical Park 

Give a copy of these directions to your drivers 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

From Portland South: 

Take Highway 26 West to Seaside.  Go North on Hwy 101 through Seaside.  Turn Right 

at Ensign Lane by Costco --approximately 15 miles north of Seaside.  Ensign Lane will 

flow into Alternate 101. Turn right onto Fort Clatsop Road.  
   

From Portland North: 

Take I-5 or Hwy 205 North to Longview.  Take the first exit to Longview (Hwy 432 or 

the truck route) follow truck route signs to Hwy 433 turn left and take the BIG bridge 

over the Columbia River.  Turn right onto Hwy 30 West to Astoria.  From I-5 to Astoria 

is approximately 50 miles.  Go through Astoria and go south on Hwy 101.  At the 3rd stop 

light after you have crossed the Youngs Bay Bridge, take the first left.   This is a short 

street (Marlin Ave) to Alternate (Business) 101, turn left, follow the signs to the park. 

Turn left onto Alternate 101 at Ensign Lane & Alternate 101. Turn right onto Fort 

Clatsop Road. 
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