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Students Car Stop Artwork Reflects “Green” Messages  
 

 
 
 

Today, Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve began placement of car stop artwork designed by the 

4th, 5th, and 6th graders of Chase County Elementary School in Strong City, Kansas.  The winning 

designs were the result of a National Park Week art contest that challenged local students to 

create “green” messages for placement on the Visitor Center’s parking curbs.   
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Following a “How to Reduce Your Carbon Footprint” contest theme, students first learned 

about ways to reduce their environmental carbon footprint. Then students focused on the task 

of creating art posters expressing their own ideas. Teachers chose the top fifteen posters after 

which Chase County Elementary School students voted for their favorite poster through 

donations. Two hundred seventy dollars were raised to aid the Outdoor Learning Center at the 

school.  The top five posters with the most votes were selected for reproduction onto durable 

metal pieces for placement onto the parking curbs.  Design winners are Sophia Glanville (4th 

grade); Trint Rogers and Telicia Schickel (5th grade); and Makenzie Higgs and Madison Buttel 

(6th grade). The five winning artwork titles are:  

“Don’t Be a Litter Bug”; “Let’s be green and haul litter away”; “Go Green or Go Home!!”; 

“Keep the Earth Happy and Clean” ; and “You Can’t Help the Past, But Help the Present, 

For a Better Future”  

“The contest was a fun way to fix a problem,” stated Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve 

Superintendent Wendy Lauritzen.  She explained that pre-cast car stops were installed as part of 

the newly constructed Visitor Center parking lot.  Unfortunately, the pre-cast parking curbs 

have company advertising embedded and advertising is not allowed.  The student’s artwork 

hides the advertising and gives visitors tips for going green.  “Besides, it was just fun,” stated 

Lauritzen.  To see the student artwork, visit this link http://www.nps.gov/tapr/going-green-on-

the-prairie.htm. 

Annually, approximately 18,000 visitors will see the “green” messages. Through this contest, 

students learned how they can have a positive impact on their environment, while also bringing 

visitor attention to climate change.  “Students are reminding visitors about reducing their own 

carbon footprint,” said Lauritzen.    

Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve is located two miles north of Strong City on Kansas State 

Highway 177 (the Flint Hills National Scenic Byway) and is a unique public/private partnership 

between the National Park Service and The Nature Conservancy.  For more information, visit 

the preserve’s Facebook page at http://www.facebook.com/NPS.TallgrassPrairie , website at 

www.nps.gov/tapr, email tapr_interpretation@nps.gov, or call the preserve at (620) 273-8494.   
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