
- M o r e -  

 

 

 
 
 
Release Date:  September 8, 2015 
Contact: Park Rangers Eric Patterson and Jeff Rundell 620-273-6034, ext. 242 or 243 

  Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve Launches Every Kid in a Park Pass  
Fourth Graders and their Families Eligible for Free Access to Federal Lands and Waters 

Nationwide  
 

 
 

 
Strong City, Kansas – Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve is proud to help launch the Every Kid 
in a Park program as part of President Obama’s commitment to protect our nation’s unique 
outdoor spaces and ensure that every American has the opportunity to visit and enjoy them. 
 
As of September 1, fourth graders nationwide can visit the new Every Kid in a Park website to 
obtain a pass that provides free access to students and their families to all federally managed 
lands and waters – including national parks, forests and wildlife refuges. The pass is valid 
through August 31, 2016 and grants free entry for fourth graders and three accompanying adults 
(or an entire car for drive-in parks) at more than 2,000 federally-managed sites. 
 
The preserve offers a variety of opportunities to explore tallgrass prairie and Flint Hills cattle 
ranching.  “There’s a lot to discover here, and we’re excited to welcome fourth graders and their 
families to Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve throughout the school year.  We hope that our 
young visitors have fun in the great outdoors and develop a lifelong connection to our nation’s 
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land, water, wildlife, and history, while also learning about partnerships in the parks.” stated 
Chief of Natural Resources Kristen Hase.  
 
Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve provides special experiences for kids, including a Junior 
Ranger and Leave No Trace programs, tours of the historic Spring Hill Ranch headquarters and 
Lower Fox Creek one-room school, tours of some of the last remaining tallgrass prairie in North 
America, and perhaps a glimpse of the iconic bison.  
 
Leading up to the 100th birthday of the National Park Service in 2016, President Obama launched 
the Every Kid in a Park initiative earlier this year as a call to action to get all children to 
experience America’s unparalleled outdoors. Today, more than 80 percent of American families 
live in urban areas, and many lack easy access to safe outdoor spaces. At the same time, youth 
spend more hours than ever in front of screens instead of outside.  
 
Fourth graders: log onto the website www.everykidinapark.gov and complete a fun educational 
activity in order to obtain and print your pass. You can also trade in your paper pass for an 
official card at participating federal sites nationwide. Sites in the area that issue Every Kid in a 
Park cards include Cimarron National Grassland in Elkhart, KS. You may also go to this website 
https://everykidinapark.gov/plan-your-trip/pass-exchange/  to find more outside of Kansas. 
 
Educators and community leaders: use the website to access educational activities, field trip 
options, and the ability to print passes for your classrooms.  
 
Parents: find additional links for more information on planning trips to nearby public lands on 
the Every Kid in a Park website.    
 
Every Kid in a Park is designed to inspire the next generation to discover all that our nation’s 
public lands and waters have to offer, including opportunities to be active, spend time with 
friends and family, serve as living classrooms to build critical skills, and discover our nation’s 
heritage.  
 
The Every Kid in a Park program is an Administration-wide effort offered in partnership with the 
Department of the Interior, the Department of Agriculture, the Department of Education, U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. Fourth 
graders can get their official passes at many National Park Service sites as well as lands managed 
by other federal agencies.   
 
The preserve has over 40 miles of hiking trails for you to explore.  All trails are open 24/7 for 
you to enjoy wildlife viewing or the night sky.  All preserve buildings, including the Visitor 
Center and historic Spring Hill Ranch house and barn are open from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm.  If 
solitude and history are what you are looking for, Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve has it all.  
Come “Find Your Park” at the preserve. 
 
In celebration of the National Park Service 2016 Centennial and Tallgrass Prairie National 
Preserve’s 20 Anniversary, the preserve invites you to discover the meaning of national parks, 
how your park inspires you – both in personal connections and memorable experiences.  
Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve is located two miles north of Strong City on Kansas State 
Highway 177 (the Flint Hills National Scenic Byway) and is a unique public/private partnership 
between the National Park Service and The Nature Conservancy.  For more information, please 
visit www.everykidinapark.gov, and follow the program on Twitter @everykidinapark, on 
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Facebook, on Instagram and Youtube. For additional information on Tallgrass Prairie National 
preserve, please visit www.nps.gov/tapr, email tapr_interpretation@nps.gov, call the preserve at 
(620) 273-8494, or visit the preserve’s facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/NPS.TallgrassPrairie.   To learn more about The Nature Conservancy 
in Kansas, visit the Conservancy’s website at www.nature.org/Kansas or Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/TNCKansas . 
 
 

### 
 

About the National Park Service. More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for America's 408 
national parks and work with communities across the nation to help preserve local history and create close-to-home 
recreational opportunities. Visit us at www.nps.gov, on Facebook www.facebook.com/nationalparkservice, Twitter 
www.twitter.com/natlparkservice, and YouTube www.youtube.com/nationalparkservice. 
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