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August 17, 2006

D18 (TAPR)
xL7615

Jim Gray, Principal Chief
Osage Nation
P.QO. Box 779
Pawhuska, Oklahoma 74056

Dear Chief Gray:

Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve has restarted the process of preparing a
site alternatives study and environmental assessment for future facilities,

We informed you of the initial start of this process in a letter dated October
28, 2003. Your office’s response, dated November 17, 2003, is enclosed.

The current action alternative being considered for future facilities would
require amending the preserve's general management plan to move the visitor
information and orientation area. The new proposed location for the visitor
center and administration facilities is south of the higtoric ranch
headguarters along the west side of Kansas State Highway 177 (NE/4 Sec. 6 T198
RBE). The new proposed location for the maintenance facility is east of the
Strong City Sewage Lagoons (NE/4 Sec. 17 T195 R8E). A map is enclosed showing
the original location and the two new proposed locations.

Most of the area was previously disturbed by agricultural and ranch facilities
development, and includes go-back prairie and brome fields. The area includes
an unnamed tributary to Fox Creek. It is anticipated that development will be
close but not occur directly in the stream area.

We would appreciate any additional input your office may have regarding this
proposal. Please contact me at 620-273~6034 if you have any questions or need
additional information.

Sincerely,

T

,fy"

Stephen 7. Miller
Superintendent

Enclosures 2

bco:

CNR

(central files
chron files
reading file

STMiller:mem:8/16/2006

Appendix C

aET g ) e

219



APPENDIX C

allgrass Prairie National Preserve
Proposed Facilites Locations

i = 7y

proximate boundaries)

220




Appendix C

August 17, 2006

D18 (TAPR)
=xL7615

Gary McAdams, President
Wichita and Affiliated Tribes
P.0O. Box 729

Anadarko, Oklahoma 73005

Dear President McAdams:

Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve has restarted the process of preparing a
site alternatives study and environmental assessment for future facilities.

We informed you of the initial start of this process in a letter dated October
28, 2003,

The current action alternative being considered for future facilities would
require amending the preserve's general management plan to move the visitor
information and orientation area. The new proposed location for the visitor
center and administration facilities is south of the historic ranch
headguarters along the west side of Kansas State Highway 177 (NE/4 Sec. 6 T19S
R8E) . The new proposed location for the maintenance facility is east of the
Strong City Sewage Lagoons (NE/4 Sec. 17 T19S R8E). A map is enclosed showing
the original location and the two new proposed locations.

Most of the area was previously disturbed by agricultural and ranch facilities
development, and includes go-back prairie and brome fields. The area includes
an unnamed tributary to Fox Creek. It is anticipated that development will be
cloge but not occur directly in the stream area.

We would appreciate any comments your office may have regarding this proposal.
Please contact me at 620-273-6034 if you have any questions or need additional
information.

Sincerely,

"350(
Stephen T. Miller
Superintendent

Enclosures 1

beas

CNR

[central files
chron files
reading file

STMiller:mem:8/17/2006
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August 17, 2006

D18 (TAPR)
xL7615

Guy Munroe, Chairperson, CEQ
Kaw Nation

P.0. Box 50

Kaw City, Oklahoma 74641

Dear Chairperson Munroe:

Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve has restarted the process of preparing a
site alternatives study and environmental assessment for future facilities.

We informed you of the initial start of this process in a letter dated October
28, 2003,

The current action alternative being considered for future facilities would
require amending the preserve's general management plan to move the visitor
information and orientation area. The new proposed location for the visitoxr
center and administration facilities is south of the historic ranch
headguarters along the west side of Kansas State Highway 177 (NE/4 Sec. 6 T19S
RB8E). The new proposed location for the maintenance facility is east of the
Strong City Sewage Lagoons (NE/4 Sec. 17 T19S RBE). A map is enclosed showing
the original location and the two new proposed locations.

Most of the area was previously disturbed by agricultural and ranch facilities
development, and includes go-back prairie and brome fields. The area includes
an unnamed tributary to Fox Creek. It is anticipated that development will be
close but not occur directly in the stream area.

We would appreciate any comments your office may have regarding this proposal.
Please contact me at 620-273-6034 if you have any questions or need additional
information.

Sincerely,

B
D
,

Stephen T. Miller
Superintendent

Enclosures 1

bco:

CNR

lcentral files
chron filesg
reading file

STMiller:mem:8/17/2006
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August 17, 2006

D18 (TAPR)
XL7615

Ron Rice, President
Business Council

Pawnee Nation of Oklahoma
P.O. Box 470

Pawvnee, Oklahoma 74058

Deay President Rice:

Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve has restarted the process of preparing a
site alternatives study and environmental assessment for future facilities.

We informed you of the initial start of this process in a letter dated October
28, 2003.

The current action alternative being considered for future facilities would
reguire amending the preserve's general management plan to move the visitor
information and orientation area. The new proposed location for the visitor
center and administration facilities is south of the historic ranch
headguarters along the west side of Kansas State Highway 177 (NE/4 Sec. 6 719§
RBE). The new proposed location for the maintenance facility is east of the
Strong City Sewage Lagoons (NE/4 Sec. 17 T19S R8E). A map is enclosed showing
the original location and the two new proposed locations.

Most of the area was previously disturbed by agricultural and ranch facilities
development, and includes go-back prairie and brome fields. The area includes
an unnamed tributary to Fox Creek. It is anticipated that development will be
close but not occur directly in the stream area.

We would appreciate any comments your office may have regarding this proposal.
Please contact me at 620-273-6034 if you have any questions or need additional
information.

Sincerely,

gk

Stephen T. Miller
Superintendent

Enclosures 1

bee:

CNR

lcentral files
chron files

reading file

STMiller:mem:8/17/2006
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National Park Sarvice Tallgrass Prairie 226 Broadway

U.S. Department of the Interfor National Preserve P.O. Box 585
Cottonwood Falls, KS 66845
620-273-6034 phone
620-273-6088 fax

Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve News Release

Qctober 27, 2003
For Immediate Release
Steve Miller, 620-273-6034

Site Development Planning Underway

Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve Superintendent Steve Miller announced today that the
park is in the process of preparing a site development plan and environmental assessment for
future facilities.

The park’s General Management Plan (GMP), approved in December 2000, envisioned a
primary visiter information and orientation area with visitor and administrative facilities. The
GMP stated that the area would be located near the park boundary and the junction of Kansas
State Highway 177 and U.S. Highway 50, or in closer proximity to Strong City.

Public input concerning this planning is welcome. Written comments can be sent by
November 24, 2003 to: Superintendent, Tallgrass Prairic National Preserve, P.O. Box 585,
Cottonwood Falls, Kansas 66845.

~NPS-

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERIC A
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.
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October 28, 2003

«First_Name» «Last_ Names«Honorarys
«hddress_Line_1»

«Address_Line_ 2»

«Citys, «State» <«ZIP_Code»

Dear «Title» «Last_Name»:

Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve is in the process of preparing a site
development plan and environmental assessment for future facilities.

The park’s General Management Plan (GMP), approved in December 2000,
envigioned a primary visitor information and orientation area with visitor
and administrative facilities. The pertinent section from the GMP is
enclosed for your reference.

Written comments concerning this planning are welcome and can be sent to me
by November 24, 2003 at the above address.

We look forward to consulting with you as we complete this important plan and
associated environmental assessment.

Sincerely,

8l

Stephen T. Miller
Superintendent

Enclosure

identical letters sent to attached list

i
¥

L

Y

) nov 03 2003
gl
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Preferred Alternative

¢ No vehicle-accessible campgrounds would be provided in order to reduce impacts on the
preserve’s natural and cultural resources, and views.

» Existing roads that contribute to the historic character would be used for management
purposes and for non-motorized access to all areas of the preserve in order to minimize the
need for additional trail development.

e Site specific standards would be developed for the evaluation, placement, and maintenance of
roads within the preserve, in order to retain historic character, minimize erosion and the loss
of prairie, and avoid intrusion into important views. While some roads may be part of the
historic landscape, they may be removed or relocated where necessary to protect important
resources, historic character, or views.

Visitor Information and Orientation Area

Primary visitor information and orientation would be offered in this management area, with a
visitor center located near the junction of State Route 177 and U.S. 50, or in closer proximity to
Strong City. This would provide the initial “first stop” for visitors, allowing them easy access to
basic information about the preserve and nearby community resources and services, and enabling
them to orient themselves and plan their visit. It would also serve as a primary staging area for
the public transportation system and for basic education and interpretation efforts. This area
would be located out of the floodplain and would be expected to receive the greatest
concentration of visitor use. In this management area, visitors would have little need to
physically exert themselves or make a long time commitment in order to learn: about the

preserve.

*. This management area would include visitor and administrative facilities such as offices,
museum collections and archives storage, a maintenance area, parking areas, and a public
transportation center.

» A multi-purpose visitor center would take advantage of existing or proposed utilities. It
would complement visitor services located in and near Strong City and Cottonwood Falls.
The exact location would be selected to minimize impact on the prairie, retain aesthetic
views, and preserve natural and cultural resources.

* Development within the preserve would be located near the boundary; it would be minimal
and the design would be sensitive to the cultural and natural environment. New development
would maintain harmony and continuity with the special visual qualities of the landscape and
with the natural and cultural features that create a sense of time and place unigue to the
preserve. If primary visitor facilities are located outside the preserve, limited and sensitive
development would be allowed in this area to create an inspiring and efficient portal to the
preserve,

¢ Interpretation and education efforts in this management area would focus on orientation,
information, primary interpretive stories, and bookstore sales.

Flint Hills Ranching Legacy Area

The boundary of this area would be largely determined by the landscape as it is viewed from
primary peints such as the ranch house, the barn, and the area between the historic ranch
headquarters area and the Lower Fox Creek School. Within this management area, existing

f ka}
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Mary Allman, State Historic Preservation
Officer

Kansas State Historical Society

6425 $.W. Sixth Avenue

Topeka, KS 06615-1099

Gary McAdams, President
‘Wichita Tribe

P.O. Box 720

Anadarko, OK 73005

Ronald Hammerschmidt, Ph.D., Dircctor

The Division of Environment

Kansas Department of Health and Environment
1000 S.W. Jackson, Suite 400

Topeka, KS 66612-1367

Scott D. Allegrucei, Director

Travel and Tourism Development Division
Kansas Department of Commerce and Housing
1000 S.W. Jackson Street, Suite 100

Topeka, KS 66612-1354

Chase County Board of County Commissioners
Box 547
Cottonwood Falls, KS 66845

William H. Gill, Field Supervisor
Ecological Services Ficld Office
U.8. Fish and Wildlife Service
315 Houston Street, Suite E
Manbhattan, KS 66502-6172

Paul Pritchard, President
National Park Trust

415 2nd Street, NE
Suite 210

Washington, DC 20002

Bill Browning
205 West Main
Madison, KS 66860

Lec Fowler
P.O. Box 114
Cottonwood Falls, KS 66845

Bill Haw
1600 Genessee, Suite 846
Kansas City, KS 64102
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Robert Chapman, President
Pawnee Business Council
P.O. Box 47¢

Pawnee, OK 740358

Guy Munroe, Chairman
Kaw Tribe

P.O. Box 50

Kaw City, OK 74641

Donald C. Drickey, P.E.

District Engincer

Kansas Department of Transportation
District Two

1006 North Third, P.O. Box 857
Salina, KS 67402-0857

The Honorable Michael W. Cahoone
Mayor of Strong City

4th and Chase

P.O. Box 208

Strong City, KS 66869

Dee Likes, Executive Vice President
Kansas Livestock Association

6031 S.W. 37th Street

Topeka, KS 66614-5129

Gay Spenser, District Conservationist
Natural Resources Conservation Service
Chase County Conservation District
P.O. Box F

Cottonwood Falls, KS 66845

Alan Pollon, State Director

The Nature Conservancy

Kansas Chapter

700 S.W. Jackson Street, Suite 804
Topeka, KS 66603

Don Castleberry
7511 Beck Road
Little Rock, AR 72212

Jeanne Hatcher
RRI, Box 19
Strong City, KS 66869

Ron Klataske
813 Juniper Drive
Manhattan, KS 66502

Jim Gray, Principal Chief
P.O. Box 779
Pawhuska, OK. 74056

Crystal Douglas, Muscum and NAGPRA
Director

Kaw Tribe

P.O. Box 50

Kaw City, OK 74641

Mike Hayden, Secretary

Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks
1020 S. Kansas Avenue, Suite 200
Topeka, KS 66612

The Honorable Dan Riggs
Mayor of Cottonwood Falls
220 Broadway, P.O. Box 487
Cottonwood Falls, KS 66845

Patty Clark

Public Policy Division
Kansas Farm Bureau

2627 KFB Plaza
Manhattan, KS 66505-8507

David L. Pope, Chief Engineer
Division of Water Resources
Kansas Department of Agriculture
109 8.W. 9th Street, 2nd Floor
Topeka, KS 66612-1283

John Bock
RR1, Box 8-2
Elmdale, KS 66850

Paul Duffedack
8403 Cherokee Lane
Leawood, KS 66206

Sharon Haun
704 Hockaday
Council Grove, KS 66846

Basry Linnens
P.O. Box 67
Cedar Point, KS 66843-0067
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5 = MARK FRE! Jr.
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KENNETH H, BIGHORSE .?g%;smwwmnnm
8 s
Assistant Principal Chief :i‘tu.n. :ﬂvmﬂi
DUDLEY WHITEHORN
JOHN W, WILLIAMS
OSAGE TRIBAL COUNCIL NOV 20 2003
November 17, 2003
US Department of the Interior .
National Park Service
PO Box 585, 226 Broadway
Cottonwood Falls, Kansas 66845-0585
RE: D18 (TAPR) xL7615
To Whom It May Concem:
The Osage Tribe of Oklahoma has evaluated the above reference sites, and we have
determined that the site could have religious or cultural significance to the Osage Tribe
being our former reservation & homeland., However, if construction activities should
expose Osage archeological materials, such as bone, pottery, chipped stone, etc., we ask
that construction activities cease, and this office be contacted so that an evaluation can be
made : ;
Should you have any questions, you can reach me at (918) 287-5446.
Thank you. )
Anthony P, Whitchorn
Triba! Buterprise Manager
TOTAL P.26
147
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