
U. S. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

Interpretation at 
Mount Rainier 
National Park 

Marissa Reis 
Mosaics in Science 2013 

Geological Society of America 



Mount Rainier 
Geologic 
Significance 

Part of the 
Cascade Range 
Still an active 
volcano 



Mount Rainier 
Geologic 
Significance 

28 named 
glaciers totaling 1 
cubic mile of ice 
Monitoring 
provides info for 
climate change 

 



Mount Rainier 
Geologic 
Significance 

Site of pertinent 
geologic hazards 
Threat of lahars 
and debris flows 
always present 

 



Purpose of Interpretation 

Organic Act of 1916 
“…to conserve the scenery and 

the natural and historic 
objects and the wildlife 
therein and to provide for 
the enjoyment of the same 
in such manner and by such 
means as will leave them 
unimpaired for the 
enjoyment of future 
generations.” 
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Purpose of Interpretation 

Organic Act of 1916 
“…to conserve the scenery and 

the natural and historic 
objects and the wildlife 
therein and to provide for 
the enjoyment of the same 
in such manner and by such 
means as will leave them 
unimpaired for the 
enjoyment of future 
generations.” 

 

What do interpreters do? 
 Provide information 
 Foster understanding 
 Encourage exploration and 

learning 
 Enhance wilderness 

experience 
 Promote stewardship 
 Present opportunities for 

connections 
 



Meaningful Interpretation 

Tangible resources 
– What you want the audience to care about 
– Objects, places, people, events 



Meaningful Interpretation 

Tangible resources 
Intangible meanings 

– What’s interpreted with the tangible resource 
– Processes, ideas, relationships, concepts, values 
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widest audience 



Meaningful Interpretation 

Tangible resources 
Intangible meanings 
Universal concepts 
Knowledge of audience 

– Who is your intended audience? 
– How will you best reach them? 



Meaningful Interpretation 

Tangible resources 
Intangible meanings 
Universal concepts 
Knowledge of audience 
Theme statement 

– Links tangible to one or more intangibles 
– Tool for developing ideas that will inspire 

connections 



Meaningful Interpretation 

Tangible resources 
Intangible meanings 
Universal concepts 
Knowledge of audience 
Theme statement 
Interpretive methods 

– Presents opportunities for intellectual/emotional 
connections  



Meaningful Interpretation 

Tangible resources 
Intangible meanings 
Universal concepts 
Knowledge of audience 
Theme statement 
Interpretive methods 
Organize opportunities for connections 

– Use theme statement to develop ideas 







My Experience 

Creating programs 
– College didn’t teach 

emotional connections 



My Experience 

Creating programs 
Public interaction 

– Stepped out of my 
comfort zone 



My Experience 

Creating programs 
Public interaction 
Customer service 

– I actually really like 
people! 
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My Observations 

Visitors are not 
exceptionally diverse 

Lots of foreign 
visitors, few 
minorities 

Those that visited 
didn’t attend programs 
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Why is it important? 

Our parks are for 
everyone! 

Need to inspire a 
greater interest 

Mosaics in Science is 
a great start! 



Thank you!! 

MIS coordinators 
and supporters 
My supervisors 
and coworkers 
Mount Rainier 
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