HOW TO SEE AND
PHOTOGRAPH WILDLIFE

Capture great photos even at a distance

» Time your outing when wildlife is active: dawn or dusk.

» Use binoculars, a spotting scope, or a telephoto lens for a
safe, close-up view.

» Stay quiet and still. Noise and quick movements can
threaten wildlife.

» Look to the edges of the landscape (e.g. where forest meet
open meadow).

e [Ifina car, come to a complete stop for viewing and
photographing from a distance. Cars can provide a layer of
protection while also providing surfaces for stabilizing your
camera.

» Use the zoom on your phone or camera, and to steady your
shot, touch your elbows to your ribcage, or rest your elbows
on your knee or another stable surface.

»  Watch wildlife with your eyes rather than through your
viewfinder/screen as you move. It’s easy to miss hazards in
your surroundings.

*  When photographing from a safe distance, skilled
photographers suggest lining up the horizon of the
landscape along the lower third of your frame and lining
up the animal(s) to one of the four intersection points as
demonstrated below:

Share your safe distance wildlife photos on social
media: #[insert hashtag]
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Sometimes the best relationship is a

long-distance relationship

75 ft/23 m

elk and bighorn sheep

6 long-distance relationship tips

. No matter how docile, harmless, or tame wildlife appears, it can be
unpredictable and dangerous. That goes for squirrels and birds as much as
elk, moose, and bears.

. Ifan animal changes its behavior or seems nervous, stay far away. Animals
that behave aggressively may be injured or have young nearby. Mid-September
to mid-October, elk are seeking mates and more dangerous than usual.

. Although it may feel flattering if wildlife approaches you, back away and
keep that safe distance. Wildlife may not know better, but YOU do.

Distance makes the
heart grow fonder.

120ft /36 m

moose and bears

75 feet = about two bus-lengths

. If you feel compelled to stop and photograph an animal, park only in

established pull-oft areas, otherwise, just drive cautiously and enjoy the
moment through your own eyes rather than your camera lens.

. Never feed, call to, lure, or approach the animals. Beyond putting yourself

in harm’s way, you also put yourself in danger with the law. Coaxing and
feeding wildlife is illegal, and could result in a hefty fine.

. Remember, you're visiting wildlife in their home, so give them space and

play by their rules. #KeepWildlifeWild




