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Memorandum  

(Series 2025) 

Date:  August 14, 2025 

To:  United States Park Police Personnel  

From:  Chief of Police 

Subject:  Emergency Modification to Section I of the United States Park Police 
General Order 2205 – Vehicular Pursuits 

Pursuant to Executive Order 14333, Declaring a Crime Emergency in the District of 
Columbia (Crime Emergency Declaration) (August 11, 2025), the United States Park 
Police (USPP) modifies General Order 2205 – Vehicular Pursuits (Section I. Policy) for 
the National Capital Region as follows.   

President Donald J. Trump declared a crime emergency in the District of Columbia to 
protect public servants, citizens, and tourists, and ensure the safe functioning of the 
Federal government. The Crime Emergency Declaration noted, “As President, I have a 
solemn duty to take care that our laws are faithfully executed, and a sacred 
responsibility to protect the safety and security of United States citizens who live in 
and visit our Nation's capital, including Federal workers who live or commute into the 
District of Columbia. These conditions cannot persist.”  

Consistent with the Crime Emergency Declaration, USPP officers may initiate 
vehicular pursuits when (1) the suspect is wanted for, or suspected of, committing a 
felony offense, or (2) a threat exists to the public based on the suspect’s actions. In 
evaluating the need to initiate a pursuit, the USPP officer must determine if the 
suspect is actively fleeing and eluding a law enforcement officer or the law 
enforcement officer has reasonable suspicion that the suspect has previously 
committed a felony. Further, in determining the appropriateness, speed, and extent of 
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a pursuit, the USPP officer must exercise due regard to ensure that their actions are 
objectively reasonable. In doing so, USPP officers should consider the following: 

A. The nature of the offense committed by the suspect, the potential danger to the 
public if the suspect is not immediately apprehended, and the possibility of the 
suspect’s arrest at a later date. 

B. The existing road and traffic conditions, weather, visibility, road familiarity, 
type of area to be encountered if the pursuit were to continue, or any condition 
that would create additional dangers for traffic or the public. 

C. The limitations and conditions of the USPP officer or his or her vehicle. 

Any administrative complaint arising from a pursuit action must clearly allege a 
violation of a specific provision of this General Order or other applicable policies. All 
other directives within General Order 2205 remain in effect. Accordingly, USPP 
officers must notify supervisors when engaging in vehicular pursuits as soon as 
practicable and continue to re-evaluate the factors listed above to determine whether 
to continue or terminate the vehicular pursuit. Supervisor approval is not necessary to 
initiate a pursuit under this modification; however, supervisors may terminate the 
pursuit pursuant to the G.O. 2205. USPP officers are required to adhere to all other 
applicable laws, regulations, and policies. 

This Directive will remain in effect for the duration of the crime emergency as declared 
by the Executive Order Declaring a Crime Emergency in the District of Columbia. 
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