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The Levi Coffin House was an important “station” on the 
Underground Railroad because it was the home of Levi 
and Catharine Coffin from 1839-1847 in Newport, Indiana.  
The two-story house is a modified Federal-style brick 
home.  In addition, the brick-floored kitchen and spring-fed 
well are located in the basement.  Levi, a well-known 
Quaker abolitionist, and his family had left North Carolina 
because of their opposition to slavery.  In his 
Reminiscences, Coffin estimates that he aided an average 
of 100 freedom seekers a year over the 20 years that he 
worked in the Underground Railroad in Fountain City.  
Coffin’s activities in the Underground Railroad caused 
many to consider him its “president.” 
 
$23,357 NTF Grant— 

Fountain City, Indiana: “Souls Seeking Safety” Visitor Center 
Interpretive Program—Phase I  

 
• Phase 1 of this grant will provide the research for an exhibit coinciding with the opening of 

the Levi Coffin State Historic Site Visitor Center.  The Center will provide an introduction to 
the Coffin House and will feature the lifestyle and history of notable Indiana Underground 
Railroad activists.   
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