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As early as 1816, the Rocky Fork area in Godfrey, Illinois, was 
one  
of the first Free State stops for slaves escaping Missouri.  In 
the 1830s a more organized Underground Railroad route was 
established through the African Methodist Episcopal Church.   
The Rocky Fork area continued to serve as both a way stop 
and escapee community well after the Missouri Emancipation 
Proclamation of 1865.  Since 1921, part of the Rocky Fork area 
has been used as a Boy Scout Camp.  However, physical 
evidence still exists of the escapees and their helpers.  Various 
family stories, community memories and documents attest to 
the significance of the area. 
 
 
$17,500 NTF Grant— 

Elsah, Illinois: Rocky Fork Kiosk and 
Education Project  

 
• Grant will be used to conduct historical researched needed 

to tell the Rocky Fork Creek Story and assist in the construction of an informational kiosk to 
be located on the Meeting of the Great Rivers National Scenic Byway. 
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