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The building now known as 194 Livingston Avenue in the 
Arbor Hill section of Albany, Albany County, New York, is 
significant as the one-time office of the Vigilance 
Committee of Albany, the key Underground Railroad group 
in the City of Albany. It is one of many locations for this 
office but it is the only surviving site. The site is listed on 
the New York State and National Register of Historic 
Buildings. This committee was active from the early 1840s 
into the 1850s and assisted hundreds of fugitives from 
slavery to escape through Albany on their way to freedom 
in the northern United States and Canada. In addition, 194 
Livingston is significant as the home of Stephen and Harriet 
Myers and their family. Stephen Myers was principal agent 
for the Vigilance Committee during the 1850s and one of 
the most significant figures in Albany's Underground 
Railroad history that had actively assisted escaped slaves 
for nearly 30 years, beginning in 1831. Myers lived in the 
house during the period when he was “Superintendent” for 
the Vigilance Committee and maintained the group's office 
in the building at the same time.  
 
 
$15,000 NTF Grant— 

Albany, New York: Stephen and Harriet Myers Residence 
Historic Structures Report  

 
• This grant will further expand the Historic Structures Report; the chronology will be 

extended through the 20th century and up to the present day.  New resources including 
newly discovered letters of Stephen and Harriet Myers, and documentation regarding the 
surrounding neighborhood have been discovered and will add depth to the existing 
narrative.  The resulting timeline will tell the complete history of owners, occupants, uses, 
and recorded changes to the building. 
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