
American Latinos and the Making of the United States: A Theme Study     1 

National Park System Advisory Board 

The National Park System Advisory Board was first authorized in 1935 under the Historic Sites, 
Buildings, and Antiquities Act. The Board advises the Director of the National Park Service and the 
Secretary of the Interior on matters relating to the National Park Service, the National Park Sys-
tem, and programs administered by the National Park Service, including the Historic Sites, Build-
ings, and Antiquities Act; the designation of national historic landmarks and national natural 
landmarks; and the national historic significance of proposed national historic trails. The Board 
may advise on matters submitted to it by the Director, as well as any other issues identified by the 
Board. The Board is comprised of the following members: 

Paul Bardacke, Senior Partner, Sutin, Thayer & Browne, PC, New Mexico; Former 
Attorney General for the State of New Mexico; Santa Fe, New Mexico 
Linda Bilmes, Professor in Public Policy and faculty member, Harvard School of 
Government; Former Assistant Secretary and Chief Financial Officer, U.S. Department of 
Commerce; Cambridge, Massachusetts 
Leonore Blitz, President, Leonore Blitz Consultants, Ltd., of New York; specialties 
include large-scale communications design, public affairs, marketing, and U.S. and 
international fundraising campaigns; New York, New York 
Judy Burke, Mayor of Grand Lake, Colorado; Broker/Owner, Grand Realty, Inc.; Trustee, 
Town of Grand Lake; elected official representing area adjacent to a park; Grand Lake, 
Colorado 
Milton Chen, Senior Fellow and Executive Director Emeritus, The George Lucas 
Educational Foundation; Trustee, Sesame Workshop; Former Assistant Professor, 
Harvard Graduate School of Education; San Francisco, California 
Rita R. Colwell, Distinguished University Professor, University of Maryland, College 
Park, and Johns Hopkins University School of Public Health; President CosmosID, Inc; 
National Academy of Sciences; National Medal of Science; molecular biologist; College 
Park, Maryland 
Belinda Faustinos, Senate Pro Tem alternate, California Coastal Commission; Former 
Executive Officer, San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains 
Conservancy; Rosemead, California 
Carolyn Finney, Assistant Professor in Environmental Science, Policy and Management, 
University of California; Berkeley, California 
Ronald M. James, Adjunct Assistant Professor in Anthropology, University of Nevada; 
Former State Historic Preservation Officer, Nevada State Historic Preservation Office; 
Carson City, Nevada 
Tony Knowles, Board Chairman; President, National Energy Policy Institute, Anchorage, 
Alaska; Former Governor of Alaska (1994-2002); Former Mayor of Anchorage (1981-
1987); Member, Pew Ocean Commission; Anchorage, Alaska 
Gretchen Long, Former Chair, National Parks Conservation Association, Greater 
Yellowstone Coalition; Current Chair, National Council of the land Trust Alliance; Board 
Member, NatureBridge; Wilson, Wyoming 
Margaret Wheatley, Co-founder and President Emerita, The Berkana Institute; Author, 
speaker, and writer on leadership practices; Provo, Utah 



2 American Latinos and the Making of the United States: A Theme Study   

Acknowledgments 
 
In late 2011, the American Latino Scholars Expert Panel was established under the auspices of the 
National Park System Advisory Board. The expert panel includes the following members: 
 

 Belinda Faustinos, Member, National Park System Advisory Board, Co-Chair; and 
 Luis Hoyos, AIA, Associate Professor of Architecture, California State Polytechnic Univer-

sity, Pomona, Co-chair; 
 Antonia Castañeda, Ph.D., Independent Scholar, San Antonio; 
 Rodolfo O. de la Garza, Ph.D., Eaton Professor of Administrative Law & Municipal Science, 

Columbia University; 
 Frances Negrón-Muntaner, Ph.D., Associate Professor of English & Comparative Literature, 

Columbia University; 
 Stephen J. Pitti, Ph.D., Professor of History & American Studies, Yale University; 
 Estevan Rael-Gálvez, Ph.D., Senior Vice-President of Historic Sites, National Trust for His-

toric Preservation; 
 Raymond Rast, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of History, Gonzaga University; 
 Maggie Rivas-Rodriguez, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Journalism, University of Texas, Aus-

tin; 
 Vicki Ruiz, Ph.D., Professor of History, University of California, Irvine; and  
 Virginia Sánchez Korrol, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus, Brooklyn College, City University of 

New York 
 

Subject matter experts from the National Park Service also contributed to the panel’s development 
of the theme study, including David Vela, Regional Director, Southeast Regional Office; Joseph 
Sánchez, Ph.D., Superintendent, Petroglyph National Monument, and the Spanish Colonial Re-
search Center; and Dennis Vasquez, Superintendent, Guadalupe Mountains National Park. 
 
The panel advised the Board and the National Historic Landmarks Committee staff on the struc-
ture of the theme study, appropriate authors for the essays, and major sources of information. 
Panel members also reviewed essay manuscripts in their areas of expertise. With coordination 
provided by the Organization of American Historians, the selected scholars wrote and revised their 
essays to reflect the panel’s comments and provided recommendations on illustrations and sites 
associated with their topics.  
 
The National Park Foundation’s American Latino Heritage Fund provided funding support for the 
theme study and for the Washington Youth Summit in 2012. The core essay, written by Dr. Ste-
phen J. Pitti, was published as a separate pamphlet - American Latinos and the Making of the United 
States - by Eastern National, a National Park Service partner, in 2012. 
 
Additional support for the project was provided by the National Park Service’s Preservation Assis-
tance programs let by Dr. Stephanie Toothman, Associate Director, Cultural Resources, Partner-
ships, and Science. Dr. Antoinette Lee and Dr. Barbara Little coordinated the National Park Service 
staff support for this study and other projects related to the American Latino Heritage Initiative 
(www.nps.gov/latino). Paloma Bolasny, Meghan Hogan, Dr. Alexandra Lord, Kathleen Madigan, 



American Latinos and the Making of the United States: A Theme Study     3 

and Carol Shull also provided invaluable support and leadership for the American Latino Heritage 
Initiative.  
 
 
The views and conclusions contained in the essays are those of the authors and should not be 
interpreted as representing the opinions or policies of the U.S. Government. Mention of trade names 
or commercial products does not constitute their endorsement by the U.S. Government.  




